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To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for military activities of
the Department of Defense, for military construction, and for defense
activities of the Department of Emnergy, to preseribe military personnel
strengths for such fiscal year, and for other purposes.

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

JUNE 9, 2025
Mr. ROGERS of Alabama (for himself and Mr. SMITH of Washington) intro-
duced the following bill; which was referred to the Committee on Armed
Services
Avgust 19, 2025

Reported with an amendment, committed to the Committee of the Whole
House on the State of the Union, and ordered to be printed

[Strike out all after the enacting clause and insert the part printed in italic]

[For text of introduced bill, see copy of bill as introduced on June 9, 2025]
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A BILL

To authorize appropriations for fiscal year 2026 for military
activities of the Department of Defense, for military
construction, and for defense activities of the Depart-
ment of Energy, to preseribe military personnel strengths

for such fiscal year, and for other purposes.
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3
Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representa-

tives of the United States of America in Congress assembled,
SECTION 1. SHORT TITLE.

(a) IN GENERAL—This Act may be cited as the
“Streamlining Procurement for Effective Execution and
Delivery and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 20267

(b) REFERENCE.—Any reference in this or any other
Act to the “National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 20267 shall be deemed to be a reference to the “Stream-
lining Procurement for Effective FExecution and Delivery
and National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
20267
SEC. 2. ORGANIZATION OF ACT INTO DIVISIONS; TABLE OF

CONTENTS.

(a) DIVISIONS.—This Act is organized into four divi-
sions as follows:

(1) Diwvision A—Department of Defense Author-
1zations.

(2) Division B—DMilitary Construction Author-
1zations.

(3) Division C—Department of Energy National

Security Authorizations and Other Authorizations.

(4) Divisiton D—PFunding Tables.

*HR 3838 RH



1

4

(b) TABLE OF CONTENTS.—The table of contents for

this Act 1s as follows:

Sec. 1. Short title.
. 2. Organization of Act into divisions; table of contents.
. 3. Congressional defense commattees.
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DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS
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141.
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TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Army Programs

Multiyear procurement authority for UH—60 Blackhawk avreraft.

Authorization to initiate early production of future long-range assault
avreraft.

Limitation on reductions to Army Prepositioned Stocks—Afloat pro-
gram sealift capability.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs

. Contract authority for Ford class avreraft carrier program.
2. Contract authority for Columbia class submarine program.
. Authority for advance procurement of certain components to support

continuous production of Virginia class submarines.

. Authority to use incremental funding to enter into a contract for the

construction of a Guided Missile Destroyer (DDG).

. Multiyear procurement authority for Yard, Repair, Berthing, and Mess-

ing Barges.

. Vessel construction manager for follow-on ships of the Landing Ship

Medivm program.

. Lamitation on construction of Modular Attack Surface Craft.
. Inclusion of amphibious warfare ship spares and repair parts as a sep-

arate line item in Navy budget justification materials.

. Strategy for Navy investment in and support for the maritime indus-

trial base.
Modification to requirements for recapitalization of tactical fighter air-
craft of the Navy Reserve.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs

Modification of minimum inventory requirements for air refueling
tanker aireraft.

Extension of requirements relating to C—130 aircraft.

Modification to minimum inventory requirement for A—10 avrcraft.

Preservation of certain retived KC—10 aireraft.

Prohibition on availability of funds for contract termination or produc-
tion line shutdown for E—7A Wedgetail aircraft.

Limitation on procurement of KO-46 aircraft pending certification on
correction of deficiencies.

Requirements relating to executive avrlift aircraft.

Report on the F—47 advanced fighter aircraft program.
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Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint, and Multiservice Matters

Sec. 151. Amendments to prohibition on operation, procurement, and contracting
related to foreign-made light detection and ranging.
Sec. 152. Annual GAO reviews of the F-35 aircraft program.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Sec. 201. Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Program Requirements, Restrictions, and Limitations

Sec. 211. Modification to authority to award prizes for advanced technology
achievements.

Sec. 212. Modification to mechanisms to provide funds to defense laboratories and
other entities for research and development of technologies for
malitary missions.

Sec. 213. Modification to authority for acquisition, construction, or furnishing of
test facilities and equipment.

Sec. 214. Extension of limitation on availability of funds for fundamental re-
search collaboration with certain academic institutions.

Sec. 215. Modification to policies for management and certification of Link 16
malitary tactical data link network.

Sec. 216. Support for research and development of bioindustrial manufacturing
processes.

Sec. 217. Extension of authority for assignment to Defense Advanced Research
Projects Agency of private sector personnel with critical research
and development expertise.

Sec. 218. Post-employment restrictions for participants in certain defense re-
search.

Sec. 219. National Security and Defense Artificial Intelligence Institute.

Sec. 220. Responsible development and deployment of biotechnology within the

Department of Defense.

. Department of Defense biotechnology workforce training.

2. Biotechnology supply chain resiliency program.

. Review and alignment of standards, guidance, and policies relating to

digital engineering.

Sec. 224. Application of software innovation and data management plans to
modernize test and evaluation infrastructure.

Sec. 225. Demonstration of near real-time monitoring capabilities to enhance
weapon system platforms.

Sec. 226. Western regional range complex demonstration.

Sec. 227. Reimbursement of National Guard for research, development, test, and
evaluation expenses.

Sec. 228. Prohibition on availability of funds for animal research in collabora-
tion with foreign countries of concern.

Sec. 229. Prohibition on availability of funds for gain of function research.

Sec. 230. Lamitation on availability of funds pending compliance with require-
ments relating to the Joint Energetics Transition Office.
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Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
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Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and Other Matters

Sec. 241. Feasibility study on incorporating militarily-relevant applications of
emerging biotechnology into wargaming exercises.
Sec. 242. Feasibility study on use of cloud laboratories.
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3. Quarterly reports on termination of critical technology research awards.
. Report on Department of Defense market research of critical technology

and capabilities.
TITLE III—OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of Appropriations
Authorization of appropriations.
Subtitle B—Energy and Environment

Inclusion of nuclear energy and nuclear technologies in eligible invest-
ments made by Office of Strategic Capital.

Inclusion of information about PFAS investigation and remediation in
annual report on defense environmental programs.

Modification of requirements relating to replacement of fluorinated
aqueous film-forming foam.

Provision of alternative drinking water to cervtain communities with
private drinking water wells contaminated with perfluoroalkyl
substances or polyfluoroalkyl substances.

. Responsibilities of executive agent for installation and operational nu-

clear energy.

Establishment of Advanced Nuclear Technologies Transition Working
Group.

Department of Air Force program of record for commercial weather
data.

Pilot program on Navy installation nuclear energy.

Pilot program to install propane-powered generators at a domestic de-
fense industrial base facility.

Strategy to accelerate remediation of contamination from perfluoroalkyl
substances and polyfluoroalkyl substances.

Subtitle C—Logistics and Sustainment

Extension of authorization of depot working capital funds for unspec-
ified minor malitary construction.

Designation of senior officials responsible for integration of global con-
tested logistics posture management.

Modification of minimum capital investment for certain depots of De-
partment of Defense.

. Modification to annual report on Navy Shipyard Infrastructure Opti-

mization Program.

Strategy to improve infrastructure of cevtain depots of the Department
of Defense.

Pilot program for arsenal workload sustainment.

Depot-level maintenance coordination vn multinational exercises.

Maintenance inspection capabilities and requirements.

Joint Strike Fighter sustainment.

Modernization of Army arsenals.

Limitation on use of funds to reduce the number of civilian personnel
employed at Pine Bluff Arsenal, Arkansas, and Red River Army
Depot, Texas.

Subtitle D—Organizational Matters

Establishment of Army museum system.
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. Authorization to maintain a Ubrary in the Department of the Navy.
3. Authorization to maintain a Navy art gallery.

. Establishment of United States Navy Museuwm System.

. Establishment of Center for the Study of the National Guard.

. Recognition of certain aspects of the National Navy UDT-SEAL Mu-

seum 1 Fort Pierce, Florida, as a national memorial, national
memorial garden, and national K9 memorial.

Subtitle E—Studies, Reports, and Briefings

. Assessments and plan for increasing access to nutritious food on mili-

tary installations.

2. Quarterly reports on munitions response projects at sites formerly used

by the Department of Defense.

3. Report on causes and effects of declining avveraft readiness rates.
. Drwer simulators in military vehicles.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Authority to evacuate family pets and contract working dogs during
noncombatant evacuations of foreign countries.

Manned rotary wing aircraft safety.

Inclusion of territories in certain intergovernmental support agreements
for anstallation-support services.

Transportation of domestic animals by foreign air carrier.

Adjustment and diversification assistance for State and local govern-
ments affected by Army Transformation Initiative.

Avarlability of malk at dining facilities on malitary installations.

Minimum standards for military working dog kennels and facilities.

Restroom access at military installations for certain transportation
service providers.

Regulations applicable to wearing optional combat boots.

Initiative to control spread of greater banded hornet in Guam.

Limitation on use of funds for Army initial entry rotary wing train-
ng.

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNEL AUTHORIZATIONS

Subtitle A—Active Forces
End strengths for active forces.
Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

End strengths for Selected Reserve.

End strengths for Reserves on active duty in support of the Reserves.

End strengths for military technicians (dual status).

Maximum number of reserve personnel authorized to be on active duty
Jor operational support.

. Excluding members of the National Guard performing certain duty

from counting for active-duty end strengths.
Subtitle C—Authorization of Appropriations; Reports

Military personnel.
Streamlining of total force reporting requirements.
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TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL POLICY

Subtitle A—Officer Policy

Treatment of Space Force officers for purposes of laws relating to au-
thorized number and distribution of officers in general officer
grades.

. Redistribution of general officers on active duty from the Air Force to

the Space Force.

Authority to waive prohibition on officers serving on successive selection
boards for boards to consider officers for promotion to major gen-
eral or rear admiral.

Chaplains: career flexibility; detail as students at schools for education
required for appointment.

Ranks of Judge Advocates General.

Procedures for selection of Space Force officers for promotion to major
general.

Establishment of blast safety officer positions.

Designation of at least one general officer of the Marine Corps Reserve
as a joint qualified officer.

Subtitle B—Reserve Component Management

Grades of certain chiefs of reserve components.

Pilot authority for extended length of orders to active duty for
preplanned missions in support of the combatant commands.

Prohibition on consideration of amount of time of service in activation
of reserve members.

Active and inactive transfers of officers of the Army National Guard
and Air Force National Guard.

. National Guard: Active Guard and Reserve duty in response to a State

disaster.

. FireGuard Program: program of record; authorization.

Subtitle C—General Service Authorities and Military Records

Women’s initiative teams.

. Indiwvidual Longitudinal Exposure Record: codification; expansion.

Codification of additional basic branches of the Ar

. Requirement of equal opportunity, racial neutrality, and exclusive use

of merit in military personnel actions.

. Prohibition on use of Federal funds for diversity, equity, and inclusion.
. Prohibition of new COVID-19 wvaccine mandate for members of the

Armed Forces.
Subtitle D—Recruitment and Accession

Recruitment: improvements relating to secondary schools and institu-
tions of higher education.

Alternative service in the defense industrial base by individuals denied
enlistment.

Medical accession standards for members of the Armed Forces.

Selective Service System: automatic registration.
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Subtitle E—Member Training and Education

Training requirements for occupational specialties with civilian equiva-
lents.

. Inclusion of Space Force education programs in definitions regarding

professional military education.

Center for Strategic Deterrence and Weapons of Mass Destruction Stud-
1es.

Service Academies; appointments and additional appointees.

. Modifications to alternative obligation for cadets and madshipmen.
. Modification to the designation of Members of the House of Representa-

tives to the Boards of Visitors of Service Academaes.

. Detail of members of the Space Force as instructors at Awr Force Insti-

tute of Technology.

. Repeal of annual certifications related to the Ready, Relevant Learning

matiative of the Navy.
Pilot program for generative artificial intelligence and spatial com-
puting for performance training and proficiency assessment.

9A. Prohibition on use of Federal funds to endorse critical race theory.
9B. Prohibition on the reduction of funding for foreign language training

Jfor members of the Armed Forces.

549C. Limitation on authority to reorganize the Senior Reserve Officers’

. Ensuring the availability of legal advice to commanders.
. Modifications to offense of wrongful broadcast or distribution of inti-

Training Corps of the Army.

Subtitle F—Military Justice and Other Legal Matters

mate visual images under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

. Punitive article under the Uniform Code of Military Justice for offenses

relating to child pornography.

. Authorization of death penalty for offense of rape of a child under the

Uniform Code of Military Justice.

. Increase in maximum sentence for the offense of voluntary manslaughter

under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

. Analysis of the advisability of modifying the definition of abusive sex-

ual contact under the Uniform Code of Military Justice.

57. Revision to sexual assault prevention and response training guidance.
58. Reports and briefings on efforts to prevent and respond to sexual as-

501.
502.

503.

504.

505.
500.

sault, sexual harassment, and intimate-partner violence within
the Department of Defense.

Study and recommendations regarding misconduct prevention in Oki-
nawa, Japan.

Subtitle G—Career Transition

Establishment of separation oath for members of the Armed Forces.

Presentation by a velerans service organization in TAP preseparation
counseling.

Expansion of eligibility of veterans for certarn military adaptive sports
program.

Transition Assistance Program: Department of Labor Ewmployment
Navigator and Partnership Pilot Program.

Skillbridge: apprenticeship programs.

Female members of certain Armed Forces and civilian employees of the
Department of Defense in STEM.
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Subtitle H—Famaily Programs and Child Care

Sec. 571. Notification of suspected child abuse at providers of child care services
or youth programs.

Sec. 572. Pilot program to increase payments for child care services in high-cost
areas.

Sec. 573. Pilot program to increase payments for child care services in high-cost
areas.

Sec. 574. Extension of pilot program to provide financial assistance to members
of the Armed Forces for in-home child care.

Sec. 575. Military OneSouwrce: information regarding maternal health care.

Sec. 576. Prohibition on availability of funds for termination of DODEA and
chald care workers.

Subtitle I—Dependent Education

Sec. 581. Ensuring access to DODEA schools for certain members of the reserve
COMPOnEnts.

Sec. 582. Certain assistance to local educational agencies that benefit dependents
of military and civilian personnel.

Sec. 583. Verification of reporting of eligible federally connected children for pur-
poses of Federal impact aid programs.

Subtitle J—Decorations and Awards, Reports, and Other Matters

Sec. 591. Authorization for award of Medal of Honor to James Capers, Jr., for
acts of valor as a member of the Marine Corps during the Viet-
nam War.

Sec. 592. Authorization to award the Medal of Honor to retired Colonel Philip
J. Conran for acts of valor in Laos during the Vietnam war.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND OTHER PERSONNEL BENEFITS

Subtitle A—Basic Pay and Retired Pay

Sec. 601. Codification of applicability to Space Force of certain pay and allow-
ance authorities.

Subtitle B—Bonus and Incentive Pays

Sec. 611. One-year extension of certain expiring bonus and special pay authori-
ties.

Sec. 612. Incentive pay: explosive ordnance disposal duty.

Sec. 613. Standardization of cyber assignment incentive pay for members of the
Armed Forces.

Subtitle C—Allowances

Sec. 621. Basic needs allowance: exclusion of basic allowance for housing from the
calculation of gross household income of an eligible member of
the Armed Forces.

Sec. 622. Family separation allowance: increase.

Sec. 623. Report regarding the basic allowance for subsistence and military food
Programs.

Sec. 624. Basic allowance for housing: study to evaluate alternative rate calcula-
tion.
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Subtitle D—Leave

Bereavement leave for a member of the Armed Forces in the case of a
loss of pregnancy or stillbirth.
Convalescent leave for cadets and midshipmen.

Subtitle E—Family and Survivor Benefits

Annual review of financial assistance limits for child care and youth
program services providers.

Waiver of requirements for air transportation of deceased members of
the Armed Forces when necessary to meet mission requirements.

Subtitle F—Defense Resale Matters

Use of commissary stores: civilian employees of Military Sealift Com-
mand.

MWR retarl facilities: use by civilian employees of the Armed Forces.

Single-use shopping bags in commissary stores.

Subtitle G—Other Benefits, Reports, and Briefings

Provision of information regarding relocation assistance programs for
members recewving orders for a change of permanent station.

Expansion of pilot program to increase access to food on military in-
stallations.

Casualty assistance program: review; implementation plan.

TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other Health Benefits

Dental readiness.

Inclusion of certain tests as part of the periodic health assessment pro-
vided to members of the Armed Forces.

Fertility treatment for certain members of the Armed Forces and de-
pendents.

TRICARE coverage for increased supply for contraception.

Pilot program on access to obstetrical and gynecological care under
TRICARE Prime program.

Pilot program to make midwife services available through TRICARE to
certain individuals.

Pilot program to treat pregnancy as a qualifying event for enrvollment
in TRICARE Select.

Pilot program to assist certain members of the Armed Forces and de-
pendents with additional supplemental coverage relating to can-
cer.

Medical testing and related services for fivefighters of Department of De-
fense.

Subtitle B—Health Care Administration

. Military-civilian medical surge program.
. Reimbursement for travel expenses relating to specialty care for certain

members of the Armed Forces and dependents.

. Payment adjustments for outpatient services for certain children’s hos-

pitals.
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. Verification of licensure of health-care professionals of the malitary de-

partments.

. Expansion of health care license portability for members of the National

Guard performing tratming or duty.

. Licensure requivement for health-care professionals of partner countries.
. Modification of limatation on reduction of military medical manning

end strength.

. Prohibition on painful research on domestic cats and dogs.
. Pilot program to test standalone technology to improve efficiencies in

supply-chain management, medical readiness, and medical proc-
esses.

Avarlability of sexual assault nurse examiner services at military med-
ical treatment facilities.

Uniform protocols on screening for unwanted sexual behavior.

Access to sexual assault forensic examinations for civilian employees
and contractors.

Mandatory traiming on health effects of perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

Subtitle C—~Studies, Briefings, Reports, and Other Matters

Military medical cooperation arrangements among Five Eyes countries.

Strategy for treating traumatic brain injuries through digital health
technologies.

Report on traumatic brain injuries among certain pilots serving on ac-
tive duty.

Study on prevalence and mortality of cancer among military rotary-
wing pilots and aviation support personnel.

. Study on effects of service in the special operations forces to health of

members of the Armed Forces.

Pilot program on use of fish skin regeneration products in treating burn
and blast injuries.

Pilot program on remote blood pressure monitoring for certain pregnant
and post-partum TRICARE beneficiaries.

Pilot program to help certain members of the Armed Forces stop smok-
ng.

Pilot program on secure, mobile personal health record for members of
the Armed Forces participating in the Transition Assistance
Program.

Report on transitioning of mail-order pharmacy program of TRICARE
program to an in-house mail order service.

Strategic plan to address mental health of members of the Armed
Forces.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POLICY, ACQUISITION MANAGEMENT, AND

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

801.
802.
803.
804.
805.
806.
807.

RELATED MATTERS
Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and Management

Multiyear procurement authority for covered weapon systems.
Elimination of late cost and pricing data submission defense.
Reporting of price increases.

Assumption of uninsurable risk on certain contracts.

Changes to reference documents.

Major system cost growth oversight.

Contested logistics exercise requirement.
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B—Amendments to General Contracting Authorities, Procedures, and
Lamatations

Additional amendments related to undefinitized contractual actions.

Modification to award amount for program to accelerate the procure-
ment and fielding of innovative technologies.

Other transaction authority reporting.

Amendment to procurement of services data analysis and requirements
validation.

Acquisition thresholds for certain materials.

Additional materials prohibited from non-allied foreign nations.

Extension of authority for pilot program for development of technology-
enhanced capabilities with partnership intermediaries.

Government Accountability Office bid protest process enhancement.

Report on the use of other transaction authority.

Application of certain documentation and oversight requirements to cer-
tain projects performed through other transaction authority.

Subtitle C—Provisions Relating to Workforce Development

Improvements to public-private talent exchange.

Modification to assignment period for critical acquisition positions.

Development of the advanced manufacturing workforce.

Competitive acquisition leadership appointments.

Development and  employment of members of the Defense Civilian
Training Corps.

Reform of contractor performance information requirements.

Restructuring of performance evaluation metrics for the acquisition
workforce.

Ensuring Department of Defense contractor compliance with disability
hiring goals.

Comptroller General review of matters relating to individuals assigned
to a critical acquisition position.

Comptroller General review of the management, training, and develop-
ment of the acquisition workforce.

. Report on strengthening the Defense Acquisition University.

Subtitle D—Provisions Relating to Supply Chains and Domestic Sourcing

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

861.

862.

. Repeal of exception for small purchases under the Berry Amendment.
Repeal o ption i purch ler the Berry A dment

Supply chain illumination incentives.

. Modification to enhanced domestic content requirement for major de-

fense acquisition programs.
Strategy to eliminate sourcing of optical glass from certain nations.
Voluntary registration of compliance with covered sowrcing require-
ments for covered products.

. Acceleration of qualification of compliant sources.
. Enhanced security strategy for private fifth generation information and

communications capabilities.

. Preference for domestic procurement of professional services.

Subtitle E—Prohibitions and Limitations on Procurement

Requirements relating to long-term concessions agreements with certain
retailers.
Prohibition on contracting with entities with segregated facilities.
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Requirement for contractors to provide reasonable access to repair mate-
rials.

Prohibition on acquisition of advanced batteries from certain foreign
sources.

. Prohibition on acquisition of molybdenum from non-allied foreign na-

tions.

Requirement to buy disposable food service products from American
sources; exceptions.

Prohibition on Department of Defense contracts with certain foreign-
owned online tutoring services.

Modifications to certain procurements from certain Chinese entities.

Prohibition on the purchase of photovoltaic modules from foreign enti-
ties of concern.

Prohibition on computers or printers acquisitions tnvolving entities
owned or controlled by China.

Subtitle F—Industrial Base Matters

Modification to demonstration and prototyping program to advance
international product support capabilities in a contested logis-
tics environment.

. Modification to procurement requirements relating to rave earth ele-

ments and strategic and critical materials.
Applicability of the prohibition on acquiring certain metal products.
Recycling critical mineral.
Organic small unmanned aireraft system manufacturing capacity.
Protecting AI and cloud competition in defense contracts.
Bioindustrial commercialization program.
Common repository for supplier information.
Civil Reserve Manufacturing Network.

Subtitle G—Small Business Matters

. Department of Defense contracting goals for small business concerns

owned and controlled by veterans.

. Permanent extension of phase flexibility and inclusion of small business

technology transfer program.

. Authority to make additional sequential Phase II awards under the

Small Business Innovation Research program or Small Business
Technology Transfer program.

Congressional notification requirements for small business concerns for
any significant contract termination.

Subtitle H—Other Matters

Special Operations Command Urgent Innovative Technologies and Ca-
pabilities Pilot Program.

Inventory of technical data rights for weapon system sustainment.

Establishing biobased product merit guidance.

Comptroller General assessment of competitive effects of mergers and ac-
quisitions of defense contractors.
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TITLE IX—DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE ORGANIZATION AND

MANAGEMENT

Subtitle A—Office of the Secretary of Defense and Related Matters

901.

911.

912.
915.

914.

915.

916.

917.

918.

1001.
1002.
1005.
1004.

1005.

1006.

1007.

Prohibition of diversity, equity, and inclusion programs of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

2. Modification to authorities of the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-

search and Engineering.

3. Modification to authorities of the Director of Operational Test and

FEvaluation.

. Additional authorities for the Office of Strategic Capital.
. Purther modifications to capital assistance program of the Office of

Strategic Capital.

Subtitle B—Other Department of Defense Organization and Management

Matters

Membership of Commandant of the Coast Guard on the Joint Chiefs of
Staff.

Joint Counter-Small Unmanned Aireraft Systems Office.

Authority to establish regional outreach centers for the Defense Innova-
tion Unat.

Oversight of the United States Africa Command.

Limitation on availability of funds for the Army pending submittal of
plan on the proposed integration of the Joint Munitions Com-
mand and the Army Sustainment Command.

Limitation on authority to reduce in rank the billets of the com-
manding officers of certain military installations of the Avr
Force.

Determination of lead organization responsible for approval and valida-
tion of certain unmanned aircraft systems and components.

Department of Defense advisory subcommittee to review technologies,
processes, and investment related to combined joint all-domain
command and control.

TITLE X—GENERAL PROVISIONS
Subtitle A—Financial Matters

General transfer authority.

Responsibilities of Under Secretary of Defense (Comptroller).

Additional elements for Department of Defense Financial Improvement
and Audit Remediation Plan and report.

Consolidation of reporting requirements relating to Department of De-
Jense financial improvement and audit remediation plan.

Concurrent reporting date for annual update to Defense Business Sys-
tems Audit Remediation Plan and Department of Defense an-
nual financial statements.

Limiatation on availability of funds for travel expenses of Office of Sec-
retary of Defense until completion of certain awdit requirements.

Reporting requirements for amounts made available pursuant to title
1I of Public Law 119-21.
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Subtitle B—Naval Vessels

Inclusion of certarn design information in annual naval vessel con-
struction plans.

Limitation on use of funds in the National Defense Sealift Fund to
purchase certain used foreign constructed vessels.

Requirements for amphibious warfare ship force structure.

Definition of short-term work for purposes of Navy construction of
combatant and escort vessels and assignment of vessel projects.

Navy Senior Technical Authority.

Alternative contracting authority for United States Naval Ships.

Inclusion of Navy amphibious ship maintenance as a separate line
ttem in operation and maintenance budget.

Metrics for basic and functional design for ship construction.

Authority for single award indefinite delivery indefinite quantity con-
tract for destroyer maintenance.

Evaluation of sites for shipbuilding and ship repair.

Limatation on use of funds to retire or decommission Navy oceano-
graphic research vessels.

Sense of Congress regarding naming of vessel for Battle of Dai Do.

Subtitle C—Counterterrorism

Revisions to Department of Defense authority for joint task forces to
support law enforcement agencies or Federal agencies conducting
counterterrorism and counter transnational organized crime ac-
tivities.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of indi-
viduals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to the United States.

Extension of prohabition on use of funds to construct or modify facili-
ties in the United States to house detainees transferred from
United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds for transfer or release of indi-
viduals detained at United States Naval Station, Guantanamo
Bay, Cuba, to certain countries.

Extension of prohibition on use of funds to close or relinquish control
of United States Naval Station, Guantanamo Bay, Cuba.

Subtitle D—Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations

Modification of authority to provide assistance in support of Depart-
ment of Defense accounting for missing United States Govern-
ment personnel.

Expedited access to certain military installations of the Department
of Defense for Members of Congress and certain Congressional
employees.

Authority of Secretary of Defense to enter into contracts to provide cer-
tain assistance to secure the southern land border of the United
States.

Limatation on use of funds to relocate or otherwise remove the Mari-
time Industrial Base Program.

Limitation on retirement of Gray Eagle unmanned aireraft systems.

Oversight of the United States Southern Command.

Authority to transfer T-37 aircraft to Arizona Aviation Historical
Group.
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Authorization of Eastern Regional Range Complex for multi-domain
operations and robotic autonomous systems training, testing,
and experimentation.

Prohibition on availability of funds for institutions of higher edu-
cation that allow antisemitic demonstrations.

Limitation on use of funds pending certification of compliance with
certain congressional notice requirements.

. Prohibition on the use of funds from carrying out a hiring freeze, re-

duction in force, or hiring delay without cause at a public ship-
yard.

. Lamitation on use of funds for deactivation of Expeditionary Combat

Awviation Brigades.
Subtitle E—Reports

Mobility capability requirements study.

Extension of briefing requirement regarding civil authorities at the
Southwest border.

Prohibition on lobbying activities with respect to the Department of
Defense by certain officers of the Armed Forces and civilian em-
ployees of the department following separation from malitary
service or employment with the Department.

Annual report on requests of combatant commands for remote sensing
data.

Notification of waivers under Department of Defense Dirvective
3000.09.

Annual report on Guam civilian-military projects.

Subtitle F—Other Matters

Air Force Technical Training Center of Excellence.

National Commission on the Future of the Navy study of maritime in-
dustrial base.

Extension of the National Commission on the Future of the Navy.

Reauthorization of the Servicewomen’s Commemorative Partnership.

Federal agency support for Afghanistan War Commission.

Provision of contract authority to Afghanistan War Commission.

Framework for technology transfer and foreign disclosure policies.

Budgeting and funding requirements for Northern Strike Exercise.

Procurement and distribution of sports foods and dietary supplements
to members of the Armed Forces assigned to the United States
Special Operations Command.

Pilot program on enhanced use of advanced sensor networks to im-
prove Aiwr Force counter-unmanned avreraft system capabilities
for base defense.

Pilot program and other requivements for accelerating protection of
certain facilities and assets from unmanned aircraft.

Jounter-unmanned aireraft system readiness.

Pilot program on digital force protection for Special Operations
Forces.

Pilot program for blockchain-enabled inventory management.

Acceleration of accreditation and access to sensitive compartmented in-
Jormation facilities for industry.

Standardization of data analysis and visualization across the Depart-
ment of Defense.
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Process for complaints and investigations of transportation service
providers and transportation officers.

TITLE XI—CIVILIAN PERSONNEL

Subtitle A—General Provisions

Living quarter allowance for Department of Defense civilian employees
with permanent duty station in Guam.

Appointment of retired members of the armed forces to competitive
service and excepted service positions in the Department of De-
fense.

Pay for crews of vessels.

Lxception to limitation on rate of basic pay for crews of vessels.

One-year extension of authority to waive annual limitation on pre-
mauwm pay and aggregate limitation on pay for Federal civilian
employees working overseas.

One-year extension of temporary authority to grant allowances, bene-
fits, and gratuities to civilian personnel on official duty in a
combat zone.

Defense workforce integration.

Modifications to total force management requirements.

Exemption from civilian hiring freeze for delayed DOD appointments
due to active duty.

Limitation on use of funds to limit collective bargaining.

Personnel actions against DOD SES career appointees.

Subtitle B—Defense Hiring Modernization Act of 2025

Short title.
Amendments to title 5, United States Code.

MATTERS RELATING TO FOREIGN NATIONS

Subtitle A—Assistance and Training

Authority to build capacity for space domain awareness.

Modification of authority to bwild capacity of foreign security forces.

Modifications to Irregular Warfare Center and Regional Defense Fel-
lowship Program.

. Modification of public reporting of Chinese military companies oper-

ating in the United States.

5. Research, development, test, and evaluation of emerging technologies to

SJurther the warfighting capabilities of the United States and cer-
tain partner countries.
Cybersecurity integration.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to Israel

. War Reserve Stockpile authority for Israel.

212. Modification and extension of United States-Israel anti-tunnel co-

operation.

3. Extension and modification of United States-Israel cooperation to

counter unmanned systems v all warfighting domains.

Subtitle C—Matters Relating to the Near and Middle East

Sec. 1231. Repeal of war-related reporting requirements for concluded operations.
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2. Extension of authority for revmbursement of certain coalition nations

for support provided to United States military operations.

3. Extension and modification of authority to provide assistance to vetted

Syrian groups and individuals.

. Extension and wmodification of authority to provide assistance to

counter the Islamic State of Iraq and Syria.
Jounter-terrorism support.

. Prohibition on funding to Badr Organization.

Subtitle D—Reports and Strategies

Modification and extension of annual report on military and security
developments involving the Russian Federation.

Report on United States deterrence and defense posture in the Euro-
pean region.

TITLE XIII—OTHER MATTERS RELATING TO FOREIGN NATIONS

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

1301.

1302.
1305.
1304.

1311.
1312.
1315.
1314.
1315.
1316.

1401.
1402.
1403.
1404.
1405.

Subtitle A—DMatters Relating to Europe

Allied contributions to United States force posture on NATO’s eastern
Slank.

Extension and modification of Ukraine Security Assistance Initiative.

Extension of report relating to allied and partner support to Ukraine.

Oversight of United States force posture in Europe.

Subtitle B—Matters Relating to the Indo-Pacific Region

Extension and modification of Pacific Deterrence Initiative.

Eaxtension of authority to transfer funds for Bien Hoa dioxin cleanup.

Tanwvan Security Cooperation Initiative.

Extension of deterrence pilot program.

Strategy to strengthen multilateral deterrence in the Indo-Pacific.

Sense of Congress on defense alliance and partnership with South
Korea.

TITLE XIV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Mailitary Programs

Working capital funds.

Chemical agents and munitions destruction, defense.

Drug interdiction and counter-drug activities, defense-wide.
Defense Inspector General.

Defense Health Program.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

. Extension of authorities for funding and management of joint Depart-

ment of Defense-Department of Veterans Affairs Medical Facility
Demonstration Fund for Captain James A. Lovell Health Care
Center, Illinois.

2. Amendment to National Defense Stockpile shortfall briefings.
3. Beginning balances of the Defense Logistics Agency Working Capital

Fund for audit purposes.

. Authorization of appropriations for Armed Forces Retirement Home.
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TITLE XV—CYBERSPACE-RELATED MATTERS

Subtitle A—Cyber Operations

Accountability of the Authorization to Operate processes.
Codification of the National Centers of Academic Excellence in Cyber-

security.
Assessment of Cyber Operational Support to geographic combatant
commands.

. Limatation on the divestment, consolidation, and curtailment of cer-

tain electronic warfare test and evaluation activities.

. Incentivization plan for critical skills for members of the Armed Forces

to carry out Department of Defense cyber operations.

. Evaluation of Joint Task Force-Cyber for the Indo-Pacific Area of re-

sponsibility.

Subtitle B

Cybersecurity

Annual report on weapon systems data accessibility and security.

Incorporation of artificial intelligence considerations into annual cy-
bersecurity training.

Update to cyber security requirements for telecommunications con-
tracts.

. Federal contractor vulnerability disclosure policy.

Subtitle C—Information Technology and Data Management

. Biological data for artificial intelligence.
2. Procurement of best-in-class cyber data products and services.

Subtitle D—Artificial Intelligence

. Artificial intelligence and machine learning security in the Depart-

ment of Defense.

2. Pilot program for data-enabled fleet maintenance.
. Generative artificial intelligence for national defense.

Subtitle E—Reports and Other Matters

. Modification to certification requirement regarding contracting for

malitary recrurting.

2. Occupational resiliency of the Cyber Mission Force.
. Assessment of cyber-phyiscal ranges as potential National Cyber Range

complexes.

. Report on replacement of Time Division Multiplexing lines at armor-

ies of the Air National Guard and the Army National Guard.

TITLE XVI—SPACE ACTIVITIES, STRATEGIC PROGRAMS, AND

1601.
1602.
1605.
1604.
1605.

INTELLIGENCE MATTERS
Subtitle A—Space Activities

Acquisition career path in the Space Force.

Advance payments for commercial satellite communication services.
Noise mitigation regarding space launches.

Tactical surveillance, reconnaissance and tracking program.
Reports on Spaceport of the Future initiative.
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Use of middle tier acquisition program for proliferated warfighter
space architecture of Space Development Agency.

Subtitle B—Defense Intelligence and Intelligence-Related Activities

1611.
1612.

1615.

1614.

1615.

1621.
1622.
1625.

Clandestine activities vendor database.

Modification of authority of Army counterintelligence agents to execute
warrants and make arrests.

Modifications to and codification of the Department of Defense insider
threat program.

Facility clearance acceleration for members of defense industrial con-
sortiums.

Requirement to authorize additional security clearances for certain
contractors.

Subtitle C—Nuclear Forces

Establishment of Air Force Global Strike Command.

Matters relating to the nuclear-armed, sea-launched cruise maissile.

Prohibition on reduction of intercontinental ballistic missiles of the
United States.

. Strategy to sustain Minuteman III intercontinental ballistic massile

and maximize end-of-life margin.

. Report on Assistant Secretary of Defense for Nuclear Deterrence,

Chemical, and Biological Defense Policy and Programs.

26. Improvements to certain Department of Defense indemnification proce-

1641.

1642.
1645.

1701.

1702.

1721.
1722.

dures to enable procurement of commercial advanced nuclear
technologies.

. Review of the occupational health and safety conditions of operational

facilities associated with the LGM-30G Minuteman III inter-
continental ballistic missile system.

Subtitle D—DMissile Defense Programs

Modification to national missile defense policy to reflect Golden Dome
for America policy.

Golden Dome for America.

Prohibition privatized or subscription-based missile defense intercept
capabilities.

Subtitle E—Other Matters
Jooperative threat reduction funds.
TITLE XVII—OTHER DEFENSE MATTERS

Subtitle A—Miscellaneous Authorities and Limitations

Copyright to a lterary work produced by a civilian faculty member
of the Uniformed Services University of Health Sciences in the
course of such employment: free use by the Federal Government.

Combating llicit tobacco products.

Subtitle B—Other Matters

Technical and conforming amendments.
Transfer or possession of defense items for national defense purposes.
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1723. Evaluation of risks posed by communications equipment and services
produced by foreign adversary entities.

TITLE XVIII—STREAMLINING PROCUREMENT FOR EFFECTIVE
EXECUTION AND DELIVERY

Subtitle A—Alignment of the Defense Acquisition System

1801. Alignment of the defense acquisition system with the needs of members
of the Armed Forces.

1802. Program executive officer responsibilities.

1803. Product support manager responsibilities and requirements.

1804. Amendments to life-cycle management and product support.

1805. Modifications relating to life-cycle and sustainment provisions.

1806. Major capability activity areas and pathfinder programs.

Subtitle B—Requirements Process Reform

1811. Joint Requirements Council.

1812. Establishment of the Requirvements, Acquisition, and Programming In-
tegration Directorate.

1813. Establishment of the Mission Engineering and Integration Activity.

Subtitle C—Streamlining Acquisition Processes

1821. Adjustments to certain acquisition thresholds.

1822. Clarification of conditions for payments for commercial products and
commercial services.

1823. Alternative capability-based pricing.

1824. Matters related to cost accounting standards.

1825. Review of commercial buying practices.

Subtitle D

Matters Relating to Commercial Innovation

1831. Amendment to other transaction authority.

1832. Data-as-a-service solutions for weapon system contracts.

1833. Requirements for modular open system approach and modifications to
rights in technical data.

1834. Bridging Operational Objectives and Support for Transition program.

1835. Transition to advanced manufacturing for certain critical items.

Subtitle E

Modifications to Strengthen the Industrial Base

1841. Amendments to the procurement technical assistance program.

1842. Defense Industrial Resilience Consortium.

1843. Qualification, acceptance, and supply chain management of products
manufactured using advanced manufacturing.

1844. Report on surge capacity in the defense industrial base.

DIVISION B—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION AUTHORIZATIONS

2001. Short title.

2002. Expiration of authorizations and amounts requived to be specified by
law.

2003. Effective date.

TITLE XXI—ARMY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

2101. Authorized Army construction and land acquisition projects.

*HR 3838 RH



Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec. 2105.
Sec. 2106.
Sec. 2107.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.

Sec.
Sec.
Sec.
Sec.

Sec.

Sec.

S S
Lo~

o o o WO
S
Lo

IR SR CIR )

S S
Ot )

(I )
o o
(=}

2301.
2302.
2305.
2304.

2305.
2300.
2307.
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2. Family Housing.
3. Authorization of appropriations, Army.
. Extension of authovity to carry out fiscal year 2021 project at Fort

Gillem, Georgia.
Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2022 projects.
Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.
Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2025 project at
Smith Barracks, Germany.

TITLE XXII—NAVY MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Navy construction and land acquisition projects.

Family Housing.

Authorization of appropriations, Navy.

Extension of authority to carry out fiscal year 2022 project at Marine
Jorps Air Station Cherry Point, North Carolina.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2022 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.

TITLE XXIII—AIR FORCE MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

Authorized Air Force construction and land acquisition projects.

Family Housing.

Authorization of appropriations, Air Force.

Extension of authority to carry out fiscal year 2017 project at
Spangdahlem Air Base, Germany.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2019 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2020 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2022 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2025 project at F.E.
Warren Air Force Base, Wyoming.

TITLE XXIV—DEFENSE AGENCIES MILITARY CONSTRUCTION

2401.
2402.

2405.
2404.

2405.

2406.

2407.

2408.

24009.

2410.

Authorized defense agencies construction and land acquisition projects.

Authorized energy resilience and conservation investment program
projects.

Authorization of appropriations, Defense Agencies.

Extension of authority to carry out fiscal year 2019 project at
Twakuni, Japan.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2022 projects.

Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2024 project al Red-
stone Arsenal, Alabama.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2024 project at Lake
City Army Ammunition Plant, Missouri.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2025 project at Joint
Base Andrews, Maryland.

Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2025 project at Joint
Base Mcguire-Dix-Lakehurst, New Jersey.
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TITLE XXV—INTERNATIONAL PROGRAMS

Subtitle A—North Atlantic Treaty Organization Security Investment Program

Sec. 2501. Authorized NATO construction and land acquisition projects; author-
wzation of appropriations.

Subtitle B—Host Country In-Kind Contributions

Sec. 2511. Republic of Korea funded construction projects.
Sec. 2512. Republic of Poland funded construction projects.

TITLE XXVI—GUARD AND RESERVE FORCES FACILITIES

Sec. 2601. Authorized Army National Guard construction and land acquisition
projects.
602. Authorized Army Reserve construction and land acquisition projects.
603. Authorized Navy Reserve and Marine Corps Reserve construction and
land acquisition projects.
Sec. 2604. Authorized Air National Guard construction and land acquisition
projects.
Sec. 2605. Authorized Air Force Reserve construction and land acquisition
projects.
Sec. 26006. Authorization of appropriations, National Guard and Reserve.
Sec. 2607. Extension of authority to carry out certain fiscal year 2023 projects.
Sec. 2608. Modification of authority to carry out fiscal year 2023 project at Tuc-
son International Airport, Arizona.
Sec. 2609. Authority to carry out fiscal year 2026 project at Army Reserve Center
Jonroe, Texas.

Sec.
Sec.

TITLE XXVII—BASE REALIGNMENT AND CLOSURE ACTIVITIES

Sec. 2701. Authorization of appropriations for base realignment and closure ac-
twities funded through Department of Defense base closure ac-
count.

TITLE XXVIII—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION GENERAL PROVISIONS

Subtitle A—Military Construction Programs

Sec. 2801. Facility construction or repair: transactions other than contracts and
grants.

Sec. 2802. Supervision of military construction projects.

Sec. 2803. Improvements to water management and security on malitary installa-
tions.

Sec. 2804. Authority to use progressive design-build procedures for military con-
struction projects.

Sec. 2805. Pilot program on use of additive construction technologies at Army in-
stallations.

Sec. 28006. Consideration of modular construction methods for military construc-
tion projects with protective design elements.

Sec. 2807. Multiyear contracting authority for certain military construction
projects.

Sec. 2808. Guidance for military construction projects for innovation, research,
development, test, and evaluation.
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Subtitle B—Military Housing Reforms

Improvements to Department of Defense Housing Requirements and
Market Analysis.

Use of imitative substitute building materials for preservation of cer-
tain wnits of malitary housing under jurisdiction of the Depart-
ment of Defense.

. Modification of certain requirements with respect to closure of mainte-

nance work orders for privatized malitary housing.

. Inclusion of additional landlord financial information in certain an-

nual report on privatized malitary housing.

Continuation of certain reporting requirements with respect to
privatized military housing.

Pilot program for emerging mold remediation technologies.

Standardization of mold remediation guidelines across military de-
partments.

Inspections by qualified home inspector of privatized military housing.

Plan to improve accuracy, integration, and interoperability of Depart-
ment of Defense data with respect to real property, infrastruc-
ture, military unaccompanied housing.

Subtitle C—Real Property and Facilities Administration

. Modification to assistance for public infrastructure projects and serv-

1ces.

2. Modification of requirement with respect to minimum capital invest-

ment for facilities sustainment, restoration, and modernization
Sfor malitary departments.

. Extension of authority to carry out Department of Defense pilot pro-

gram for use of cost savings realized.

. Department of Defense intergovernmental support agreements for ord-

nance disposal.

5. Authorities available for Energy Resilience and Conservation Invest-

ment program projects on privatized utility systems.

. Repeal of construction requirements related to antiterrorism and force

protection or wrban-training operations.

. Repeal of pilot program authorizing overhead cost revmbursements

from major range and test facility base users at certarn Depart-
ment of the Air Force installations.

. Department of Defense procedures with respect to planning coordina-

tion for grid resiliency on malitary installations.

Master plans for Service Academies.

Review of Unified Facilities Criteria applicable to military construc-
tion projects; report.

Annual report on cost premium for construction of certain facilities.
Historical marker commemorating effects of radiation exposure at
Holloman Air Force Base and White Sands Missile Range.
Name of Department of the Army wmalitary installation, Augusta,

Georgia.
Name of the Department of the Army malitary installation located in
Muscogee County and Chattahoochee County, Georgia.

Subtitle D—Land Conveyances

. Extension of sunset for land conveyance, Sharpe Army Depot,

Lathrop, California.
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Land conveyance, Former Curtis Bay Depot, Maryland.

Subtitle E—Modifications to Unspecified Minor Military Construction

2851.

o o
S O
(ST

28061.
2862.

2865.

2866.

2867.

2868.

2869.

Deadline for congressional notification of decisions to carry out certain
unspecified minor military construction projects.

. Modification to unspecified minor military construction authority for

laboratory revitalization projects.

53, Modification of authority for Indo-Pacific posture unspecified minor

malitary construction projects.

. Amendments to defense laboratory modernization program.

Transfer of defense laboratory modernization program authority to
provision of law with respect to military construction projects
for research, test, development, and evaluation.

. Authority of a Secretary concerned to carry out certain unspecified

manor military construction projects.
Subtitle F—Limitations and Other Matters

Modification to definition of military installation resilience.

Requirements relating to funds for construction and tmprovement of
commissary store facilities.

Expansion of exceptions to restriction on development of public infra-
structure in connection with realignment of marine corps forces
i Asta Pacific region.

Jooperative agreements with respect to management of land and cul-
tural resources located on military installations.

. Limatation on the use of funds for implementing cevtain energy effi-

ciency building codes.

Limitation on use of funds for contravention or reversal of implemen-
tation of recommendations of commission on the naming of cer-
tain ttems of the Department of Defense.

Limitation on use of funds to reduce capabilities or staffing of Depart-
ment of Defense military treatment facilities located inside the
United States.

Notice relating to contracts or other agreements to establish an endur-
g location in a foreign country.

Designation of official responsible for coordination of defense sites
within area of responsibility of Joint Region Marianas.

DIVISION C—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY

AUTHORIZATIONS AND OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS

TITLE XXXI—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY

3101.
3102.
3103.
3104.

5111.

PROGRAMS
Subtitle A—National Security Programs and Authorizations

National Nuclear Security Administration.
Defense environmental cleanup.

Other defense activities.

Nuclear energy.

Subtitle B—Program Authorizations

Plutonwum pit production capacity.
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Sec. 3112. Stockpile responsiveness and rapid capabilities programs of the Na-
tional Nuclear Security Admanistration.

Subtitle C—Reports and Other Matters

Sec. 3121. Modification to reporting requirements with respect to nuclear weap-
ons stockpile stewardship, management, and responsiveness plan.

Sec. 3122. Assessment of the National Nuclear Security Admanistration Spent
Fuel Handling Recapitalization Project.

Sec. 3123. Limitation relating to reclassification of high-level waste.

Sec. 3124. Notification requirement with respect to nuclear power in Guam.

TITLE XXXII—DEFENSE NUCLEAR FACILITIES SAFETY BOARD
Sec. 3201. Authorization.

TITLE XXXIV—NAVAL PETROLEUM RESERVES

Sec. 3401. Authorization of appropriations.

TITLE XXXV—MARITIME ADMINISTRATION

Subtitle A—Maritime Administration

Sec. 3501. Authorization of appropriations for Maritime Administration.
Subtitle B—Maritime Infrastructure

Sec. 3511. Clarification regarding use of port infrastructure development pro-
gram funds to replace Chinese port crane hardware or software.

Sec. 3512. Clarification of certain authorities relating to deepwater ports.

Sec. 3513. Eligibility of shore power projects under port infrastructure develop-
ment program.

Subtitle C—Reports

Sec. 3521. Report on use of commercial contracting agent for crewing and oper-
ation of malitary sealift command vessels.

Subtitle D—Other Matters

Sec. 3531. United States Merchant Marine Academy campus modernization plan.

Sec. 3532. Cargoes procured, furnished, or financed by United States Govern-
ment.

Sec. 3533. Treatment of the University of Lowisiana Maritime Academy as a
State maritime academy.

Sec. 3534. Design and construction of missile instrumentation range safety ves-
sels.

DIVISION D—FUNDING TABLES
Sec. 4001. Authorization of amounts in funding tables.
TITLE XLI—PROCUREMENT

Sec. 4101. Procurement.
TITLE XLII—RESEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUATION

Sec. 4201. Research, development, test, and evaluation.
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TITLE XLIII—OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE
Sec. 4301. Operation and maintenance.
TITLE XLIV—MILITARY PERSONNEL

Sec. 4401. Military personnel.

TITLE XLV—OTHER AUTHORIZATIONS
Sec. 4501. Other authorizations.

TITLE XLVI—MILITARY CONSTRUCTION
Sec. 4601. Military construction.

TITLE XLVII—DEPARTMENT OF ENERGY NATIONAL SECURITY
PROGRAMS

Sec. 4701. Department of Energy national security programs.
SEC. 3. CONGRESSIONAL DEFENSE COMMITTEES.

In this Act, the term “‘congressional defense commit-
tees” has the meaning given that term in section 101(a)(16)
of title 10, United States Code.

DIVISION A—DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE AUTHORIZATIONS
TITLE I—PROCUREMENT
Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations

SEC. 101. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2026 for procurement for the Army, the Navy and
the Marine Corps, the Air Force and the Space Force, and
Defense-wide activities, as specified in the funding table in

section 4101.
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Subtitle B—Army Programs

SEC. 111. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR UH-
60 BLACKHAWK AIRCRAFT.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIVEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the
Secretary of the Army may enter into one or more
multiyear contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2027
program year, for the procurement of UH-60 Blackhawk
avreraft.

(b) CONDITION FOR QUT-YEAR CONTRACT PAY-
MENTS.—A contract entered into under subsection (a) shall
provide that any obligation of the United States to make
a payment under the contract for a fiscal year after fiscal
year 2027 is subject to the availability of appropriations
or funds for that purpose for such later fiscal year.

(¢c) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Army may enter into one or more con-
tracts, beginning in fiscal year 2026, for advance procure-
ment associated with the avrcraft for which authorization
to enter into a multvyear procurement contract is provided
under subsection (a), which may include procurement of
economic order quantities of material and equipment for

such avreraft when cost savings are achievable.
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SEC. 112. AUTHORIZATION TO INITIATE EARLY PRODUC-
TION OF FUTURE LONG-RANGE ASSAULT AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of the Army may
enter into contracts, in advance of full-rate production, for
the procurement of future long-range assault avrcraft as
part of an accelerated low-rate early production effort.

(b) OBJECTIVES.—In carrying out the early produc-
tion effort described in subsection (a), the Secretary of the
Army shall pursue the following objectives:

(1) To expedite delivery of future long-range as-
sault avreraft operational capability to the warfighter.

(2) To maintain momentum and learning con-
tinuity between test article completion and full pro-
duction ramp-up.

(3) To stabilize and retain the specialized work-

Jorce and industrial base supporting future long-

range assault avrcraft, including critical suppliers

and production facilities in Texas, Kansas, and other

States.

(4) To matigate cost escalation risks and improve
program affordability across the life cycle.

(¢) CONSIDERATIONS.—In executing the authority pro-

vided by subsection (a), the Secretary shall—
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(1) prioritize program continuity, cost-efficiency,
and workforce retention across the supply chain for
tiltrotor aireraft;

(2) ensure that aircraft procured as part of the
early production effort described in subsection (a) in-
corporate lessons learned from test article evaluations;
and

(3) maintain flexibility in design to accommo-
date future upgrades through the modular open sys-
tems architecture and digital backbone.

(d) BRIEFING TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 180 days

after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of the Army shall provide to the congressional defense com-

mittees a briefing detailing—

(1) the implementation plan and timeline for the
procurement and early production effort described in
subsection (a);

(2) the status of industrial base readiness and
supply chain coordination; and

(3) estimated long-term cost savings and oper-
ational benefits derived from such early production ef-

Jort.
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SEC. 113. LIMITATION ON REDUCTIONS TO ARMY
PREPOSITIONED STOCKS—AFLOAT PROGRAM
SEALIFT CAPABILITY.
(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Army may not
reduce, withdraw, or otherwise degrade the sealift capability

of the Army Prepositioned Stocks—Afloat program (re-

ferred to in this section as “APS-37) until the date on

which the Secretary submats to the Commattees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a
report that includes—

(1) a comprehensive plan  for the Army
Prepositioned  Stocks program through fiscal year
2030, addressing modernization, sustainment, and ca-
pacity objectives for all subprograms and capabilities,
mcluding APS-3;

(2) estimated costs, schedule projections, and risk
assessments for executing the plan under paragraph
(1);

(3) a detailed description of any alternative so-
lution or capability that the Army envisions would
succeed or supplement APS-3, including operational
employment concepts, an acquisition strateqy, and a
strateqgy for integration with joint and coalition logis-

tics forces;
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(4) an assessment of the risks, costs, and benefits
associated with a potential deactivation or reduction

m APS-3 capabilities; and

(5) any legislative or regulatory authorities re-
quired to vmplement—
(A) the plan under paragraph (1); and
(B) any alternative solution or capability
vdentified under paragraph (3).

(b) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “sealift ca-
pability” means the vessels, associated equipment, and any
port-of-embarkation and port-of-debarkation infrastructure
dedicated to APS-3.

Subtitle C—Navy Programs
SEC. 121. CONTRACT AUTHORITY FOR FORD CLASS AIR-
CRAFT CARRIER PROGRAM.

(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.~—The Secretary of the
Navy may enter into one or more contracts for the procure-
ment of not more than two Ford class aircraft carriers.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT AND
Economic ORDER QUANTITY.—The Secretary of the Navy
may enter into one or more contracts for advance procure-
ment, advance construction, and material and equipment
m economic order quantities associated with the procure-
ment of the Ford class avrcraft carriers for which contracts

are authorized under subsection (a).
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(¢c) USE OF INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With respect to
a contract entered into under subsection (a) or (b), the Sec-
retary of the Navy may use incremental funding to make
payments under the contract.
(d) LIABILITY.—Any contract entered into under sub-
section (a) or (b) shall provide that—
(1) any obligation of the Unated States to make
a payment under the contract 1s subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for that purpose; and
(2) the total liability of the Federal Government
Jor termanation of any contract entered into shall be
limated to the total amount of funding obligated to the
contract at time of termination.
SEC. 122. CONTRACT AUTHORITY FOR COLUMBIA CLASS
SUBMARINE PROGRAM.
(a) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.~—The Secretary of the
Navy may enter into a contract, beginning with fiscal year

2026, for the procurement of up to five Columbia class sub-

marines.
(b) INCREMENTAL FUNDING.—With respect to a con-
tract entered into under subsection (a), the Secretary of the

Navy may use incremental funding to make payments
under the contract.
(¢) FUNDING AND LIABILITY.—Any contract entered

mnto under subsection (a) shall provide that—
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(1) any obligation of the Unated States to make
a payment under the contract 1s subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations for that purpose; and
(2) the total liability of the Federal Government
Jor termanation of any contract entered into shall be
limated to the total amount of funding obligated to the
contract at time of termination.
SEC. 123. AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT OF
CERTAIN COMPONENTS TO SUPPORT CON-
TINUOUS PRODUCTION OF VIRGINIA CLASS
SUBMARINES.

(a) IN GENERAL.— The Secretary of the Navy may
enter into one or more contracts, prior to ship authoriza-
tion, for the advance procurement of covered components
Jor Virginia class submarines, including procurement of
such components in economic order quantities when cost
savings are achievable.

(b) FUNDING AND LIABILITY.—Any contract entered
mnto under subsection (a) shall provide that—

(1) any obligation of the United States to make

a payment under the contract 1s subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability to the Federal Government

Jor termanation of the contract shall be limated to the
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total amount of funding obligated for the contract at

the time of termination.

(¢) BUDGET REQUESTS.—In the budget justification
materials submatted in support of the budget of the Depart-
ment of Defense (as submitted with the budget of the Presi-
dent under section 1105(a) of title 31, Unated States Code)
for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal year thereafter, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall include a separate budget display
wdentifying the amounts requested pursuant to this section
set forth by the specific program, project, or activity under
the Virginia class submarine program for which such funds
are requested.

(d) COVERED COMPONENTS DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “covered components” means the following
components for Virginia class submarines:

(1) Propulsion plant equipment.

(2) Diesel Systems and associated components.
(3) Castings, forgings, and tank structures.
(4) Air flasks.

(5) Payload tubes.

(6) Major Valves And Associated Components.
(7) Hatches.

(8) Steering and drive components.

(9) Major Pumps And Motors.

(10) Snorkel mast and components.
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(11) Torpedo tubes.
(12) Atmosphere control equipment.

SEC. 124. AUTHORITY TO USE INCREMENTAL FUNDING TO
ENTER INTO A CONTRACT FOR THE CON-
STRUCTION OF A GUIDED MISSILE DE-
STROYER (DDG).

(a) IN GENERAL.—Amounts authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act or otherwise made available for the
Navy for Shipbuilding and Conversion for fiscal year 2026
may be used by the Secretary of the Navy to enter into an
merementally funded contract for the construction of one
Guaded Maissile Destroyer (DDG).

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS.—A contract entered into
under subsection (a) shall provide that any obligation of
the Unated States to make a payment under the contract
18 subject to the availability of appropriations for that pur-
pose, and that total liability to the Government for the ter-
mination of the contract shall be limated to the total amount
of funding obligated at time of termination.

SEC. 125. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR
YARD, REPAIR, BERTHING, AND MESSING
BARGES.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIVEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the

Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more multiyear
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contracts, beginning with the fiscal year 2026 program
year, for the procurement of Yard, Repair, Berthing, and
Messing Barges and associated material.

(b) AUTHORITY FOR ADVANCE PROCUREMENT.—The
Secretary of the Navy may enter into one or more contracts,
beginning n fiscal year 2026, for advance procurement as-
sociated with the barges for which authorization to enter
wmto a multiyear procurement contract s provided under
subsection (a), which may include procurement of economic
order quantities of material and equipment for such barges
when cost savings are achievable.

(b) AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS AND TERMINATION LiI-
ABILITY.—Any contract entered into under subsection (a)
shall provide that—

(1) any obligation of the Unated States to make

a payment under the contract is subject to the avail-

ability of appropriations for that purpose; and

(2) the total liability of the Federal Government

Jor termination of the contract shall be limited to the

total amount of funding obligated to the contract at

the time of termination.
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SEC. 126. VESSEL CONSTRUCTION MANAGER FOR FOLLOW-

ON SHIPS OF THE LANDING SHIP MEDIUM
PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL.—After the construction of the lead
ship of the Landing Ship Mediwm program has commenced,
the Secretary of the Navy shall seek to enter into an agree-
ment with an appropriate vessel construction manager pur-
suant to which the wvessel construction manager shall seek
to enter wnto one or more contracts for the construction of
not more than 8 additional landing ships under the pro-
gram.

(b) REQUIREMENTS FOR ADDITIONAL SHIPS.—The ad-
ditional landing ships authorized to be constructed under
subsection (a), shall be nondevelopmental items constructed
using a design that 1.s—

(1) the same as the design of the lead ship; or
(2) derived from such design.

(¢) LEAD SHIP DEFINED.—In this section, the term
“lead ship” means the first landing ship procured as a com-
mercial or nondevelopmental item as authorized under sec-
tion 128(b) of the National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159).

SEC. 127. LIMITATION ON CONSTRUCTION OF MODULAR AT-
TACK SURFACE CRAFT.

The Secretary of the Navy may not enter into a con-

tract or other agreement that includes a scope of work, in-
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cluding priced or unpriced options, for the construction, ad-
vance procurement, or long-lead material of the lead ship
of the Modular Attack Surface Craft program until the Sec-
retary certifies to the congressional defense commattees that
such ship will be designed and constructed for the primary
purpose of operating autonomously.
SEC. 128. INCLUSION OF AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE SHIP
SPARES AND REPAIR PARTS AS A SEPARATE
LINE ITEM IN NAVY BUDGET JUSTIFICATION
MATERIALS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—In the budget justification mate-
rials submitted to Congress in support of the Department
of the Defense budget for fiscal year 2027 and each fiscal
year thereafter (as submaitted with the budget of the Presi-
dent under section 1105(a) of title 31, United States Code),
the Secretary of the Navy shall include one or more dedi-
cated line items for spare parts and repaiwr parts for am-
phibious warfare ships in the budget display for other pro-
curement, Navy.

(b) AMPHIBIOUS WARFARE SHIP DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “amphibious warfare ship” has the mean-
mg given that term in section 8062(h) of title 10, United
States Code.
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1 SEC. 129. STRATEGY FOR NAVY INVESTMENT IN AND SUP-
2 PORT FOR THE MARITIME INDUSTRIAL BASE.
3 (a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
4 date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Navy
S shall develop and implement a strategy for investing in and
6 supporting the maritime industrial base to address cost and
T schedule challenges for surface and submarine shipbwilding
8 programs.
9 (b) ELEMENTS.—The strategy under subsection (a)
10 shall—
11 (1) focus on ensuring reliable supplies of se-
12 quence critical components for submarine and surface
13 shipbwilding programs; and
14 (2) include measures—
15 (A) to identify key performance indicators
16 to measure return on investment;
17 (B) to centralize data collection to support
18 Jurther analysis of maritime industrial base per-
19 Jormance; and
20 (C) to apply artificial intelligence to mon-
21 wtor and predict potential supply chain chal-
22 lenges, including potential disruptions, material
23 shortages, delivery delays, and other such factors.
24 (¢c) REPORT.—Following completion of the strategy re-

25 quired under subsection (a), but not later than 210 days

26 after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
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1 of the Navy shall submit to the congressional defense com-

2 mittees a report on the strategy. The report shall include—

3 (1) a summary of the strateqy;

4 (2) timelines for implementation of the strateqgy;

5 and

6 (3) an explanation of how the strategy is ex-

7 pected to address cost and schedule challenges for sur-

8 Jace and submarine shipbuilding programs.

O SEC. 130. MODIFICATION TO REQUIREMENTS FOR RECAPI-
10 TALIZATION OF TACTICAL FIGHTER AIR-
11 CRAFT OF THE NAVY RESERVE.

12 Section 127 of the National Defense Authorization Act

13 for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159) is amended by
14 striking subsection (c) and inserting the following:
15 “(¢) COVERED F—18 AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this sec-

16 tion, the term ‘covered F—18 avrcraft’ means—

17 “(1) the eight F/A-18E/F Super Hornet avrcraft
18 procured using funds authorized and appropriated for
19 the Navy during fiscal year 2023; or

20 “(2) in liew of an aircraft described in para-
21 graph (1), any Block II or newer F/A-18E/F tactical

22 Jighter avreraft that—

23 “tA) has a minimum of 2,000 flight hours
24 of service-life remaining airframe flight time
25 prior to the need for a required high flight-hour
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mspection and Service Life Modification process;
and
“(B) s ancluded n the Naval Aviation

Master Aviation Plan and designated for the

Navy Reserve.

“(d) MASTER AVIATION PLAN.—In conjunction with
the activities required under this section, the Secretary of
the Navy shall ensure that the Naval Aviation Master Avia-
tion Plan remains up-to-date and relevant with respect to
aviation units of the Navy Reserve.”.

Subtitle D—Air Force Programs
SEC. 141. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM INVENTORY RE-
QUIREMENTS FOR AIR REFUELING TANKER
AIRCRAFT.

(a) MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIREMENT.—Section
9062(j) of title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “a total air-
craft imventory of air refueling tanker aircraft of not
less than 466 avreraft” and inserting “a total aircraft
mventory of awr refueling tanker avrcraft—

“(A) of not less than 466 avrcraft during

the period ending on September 30, 2026;

“(B) of not less than 485 aircraft during
the period beginning on October 1, 2026, and

ending on September 30, 2027; and
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1 “(C) of not less than 504 avrcraft beginning
2 on October 1, 2027.”; and

3 (2) i paragraph (2), by striking “below 4667
4 and serting “below the applicable level specified in
5 paragraph (1)”.

6 (b) PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF K(O-135 AIR-
7T CRAFT IN PMAI OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS.—

8 (1) IN GENERAL.—None of the funds authorized
9 to be appropriated by this Act or otherwise made

10 available for fiscal year 2026 for the Air Force may
11 be obligated or expended to reduce the number of KC—
12 135 anwreraft designated as primary mission aircraft
13 mventory within the reserve components of the Air
14 Force.

15 (2) PRIMARY MISSION AIRCRAFT INVENTORY DE-
16 FINED.—In this subsection, the term “primary mis-
17 ston aircraft inventory” has the meaning given that
18 term an section 9062(1)(2)(B) of title 10, Unaited
19 States Code.

20 SEC. 142. EXTENSION OF REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO C-
21 130 AIRCRAFT.

22 (a) EXTENSION OF MINIMUM INVENTORY REQUIRE-

23 MENT.—Section 146(a)(3)(B) of the James M. Inhofe Na-
24 tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-

25 lic Law 117-263; 136 Stat. 2455), as amended by section
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145(a) of the National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal
Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159), is amended by striking
“2025” and inserting “20267.

(b) EXTENSION OF PROHIBITION ON REDUCTION OF (-
130 AIRCRAFT ASSIGNED TO NATIONAL GUARD.—Section
146(b)(1) of the James M. Inhofe National Defense Author-
weation Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-263; 136
Stat. 2455), as amended by section 145(b) of the National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public
Law 1158-159), 1is amended by striking “2025” and insert-
mg “20267.

SEC. 143. MODIFICATION TO MINIMUM INVENTORY RE-
QUIREMENT FOR A-10 AIRCRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Section 134(d) of the National De-
fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2017 (Public Law
114-328; 130 Stat. 2038) is amended by striking “96 A—
10 avrcraft designated as primary mission aircraft inven-
tory until a period of 90 days has elapsed following the
date on which the Secretary submits to the congressional
defense committees the report under subsection (e)(2)” and
mserting “96 A—10 arrcraft designated as primary mission
avreraft inventory until October 1, 20267

(b) PROHIBITION ON RETIREMENT.—
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1 (1) IN GENERAL.—During the period beginning
2 on October 1, 2025 and ending on September 30,
3 2026, the Secretary of the Air Force may not—

4 (A) retire an A—10 avreraft;

5 (B) reduce funding for unit personnel or
6 weapon system sustainment activities for A—10
7 avreraft in a manner that preswmes future con-
8 gressional authority to diwvest such aireraft;

9 (C) keep an A-10 aireraft i a status con-
10 sidered excess to the requirements of the pos-
11 sessing command and awaiting disposition in-
12 structions (commonly referred to as “XJ” sta-
13 tus); or

14 (D) decrease the total aircraft inventory of
15 A-10 arrcraft below 162 avrcraft.

16 (2) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition under para-
17 graph (1) shall not apply to individual A—10 aircraft
18 that the Secretary of the Awr Force determines, on a
19 case-by-case basis, to be no longer mission capable
20 and uneconomacal to repair because of avrcraft acci-
21 dents, mishaps, or excessive material degradation and
22 non-avrworthiness status of certain aireraft.
23 (¢) BRIEFING REQUIRED.—Not later than March 31,

24 2026, the Secretary of the Awr Force shall provide to the

25 Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
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of Representatives a briefing on the status of A—10 aircraft
mventory and the proposed plan for divesting all A—10 air-
craft prior to fiscal year 2029. The briefing shall cover, at
a minimum, the following:

(1) The number of A—10 Total Aircraft Inven-
tory aireraft disaggregated by Combat Coded Aireraft,
Primary Misston Avreraft Inventory, Backup Avreraft
Assigned, Attrition Reserve, tail number, and loca-
tion.

(2) The planned divestment date of each such
avreraft.

(3) The detailed plan for how and when the Sec-
retary proposes to proceed with divestment of aircraft
Jor each A—10 unit prior to fiscal year 2029.

(4) The avrcraft transition plan for replacing A—
10 avrcraft with new or existing replacement aircraft
m each unit that is diwvesting of the A—10 aireraft,
which shall include an explanation of—

(A) how the Secretary plans to minimaze
adverse personnel impacts within such units, in-
cluding adverse impacts with respect to reten-
tion, currency, proficiency, qualifications, cer-
tifications, and traiming; and

(B) how the Secretary plans to minimize or

eliminate any scheduling gap that may occur
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with respect to a unit divesting from the A—10

avreraft and transitioning to a new or existing

replacement aircraft.

(5) The information and content format that was
provided in the briefing to the Commiattees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
twes by the Headquarters Avr Force, Deputy Chief of
Staff for Plans and Programs (HAF/AS8), on Feb-
ruary 13, 2023, titled “A—10 Divestment Placemats”.

(6) Any other information the Secretary deter-
manes releveant.

SEC. 144. PRESERVATION OF CERTAIN RETIRED KC-10 AIR-
CRAFT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subject to subsections (b) and (c),
the Secretary of the Air Force shall preserve each KC-10
avreraft that is retired by the Secretary during a period
wn which the total inventory of awr refueling aireraft of the
Aiar Force s less than 504.

(b) MANNER OF PRESERVATION.—The retired KC—10
avreraft preserved under subsection (a) shall be preserved
such that each aircraft—

(1) s stored in flyable condition;

(2) can be returned to service as an air refueling
avreraft (which shall include retaining the air refuel-

g boom on the aireraft); and
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| (3) 1s not used to supply parts to other aircraft

2 unless specifically authorized by the Secretary of De-

3 Jense upon a request by the Secretary of the Air

4 Force.

5 (¢) AUTHORITY TO DISPOSE OF PRESERVED AIR-

6 CRAFT.—A KC-10 aircraft preserved under subsection (a)

7 may be disposed of in accordance with chapter 5 of title

8 40, Unated States Code.

O SEC. 145. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR
10 CONTRACT TERMINATION OR PRODUCTION
11 LINE SHUTDOWN FOR E-7A WEDGETAIL AIR-
12 CRAFT.

13 None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this
14 Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for the

15 Department of Defense may be obligated or expended—

16 (1) to termanate the mid-tier acquisition rapid
17 prototype contract for the E-7A aircraft; or

18 (2) to termanate the operations of, or to prepare
19 to termanate the operations of, a production line for
20 the E-7A avrcraft.

21 SEC. 146. LIMITATION ON PROCUREMENT OF KC—46 AIR-
22 CRAFT PENDING CERTIFICATION ON CORREC-

23 TION OF DEFICIENCIES.

24 (a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of Defense may not

25 accept or take delivery of covered KO—46 aircraft in excess
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1 of the maximum quantity specified in subsection (¢) until

2 the Secretary—

3 (1) certifies to the congressional defense commit-
4 tees that the Secretary has developed and 1s vmple-
5 menting a plan of corrective actions and milestones
6 to resolve all Category 1 deficiencies identified with
7 respect to KO-46 aircraft; and

8 (2) submaits such plan to such commattees, which
9 shall include—

10 (A) an estimate of the total amount of funds
11 required to complete implementation of the plan;
12 (B) realistic event-driven  schedules to
13 achieve the objectives of the plan; and

14 (C) a schedule risk assessment to a min-
15 vmum of 80 percent confidence level.

16 (b) Form.—The plan described in subsection (a)(2)

17 shall be submaitted in unclassified form, but may contain
18 a classified annex.

19 (¢) MAXIMUM QUANTITY.—The maximum quantity of
20 covered KC-46 aircraft specified in this subsection is 183
21 awrerafi.

22 (d) COVERED KC-46 AIRCRAFT DEFINED.—In this
23 section, the term “covered KC—46 aircraft’” means new pro-
24 duction KC—46 aircraft the procurement of which s fully
25 funded by the United States.
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1 SEC. 147. REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO EXECUTIVE AIR-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

LIFT AIRCRAFT.
(a) ANALYSIS OF ALTERNATIVES.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of the Air
Force shall conduct an analysis of alternatives to
wdentify potential solutions for the recapitalization of
the executive airlift avrcraft fleet of the Awr Force. In
conducting such analysis, the Secretary shall seek to
wdentify avreraft solutions that have capabilities com-
parable to the capabilities of commercial passenger
avreraft in terms of range.

(2) TIMELINE.—The Secretary of the Air Force
shall—

(A) initiate the analysis of alternatives re-

quired under paragraph (1) not later than 30

days after the date of the enactment of this Act;

and
(B) complete such analysis not later than

April 1, 2026.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after com-
pleting the analysis of alternatives required wunder
paragraph (1), the Secretary of the Awr Force shall
submit to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and the House of Representatives a report on

the results of the analysus.
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(b) PRIORITIZATION STANDARDS.—Not later than De-
cember 1, 2025, the Secretary of the Air Force shall establish
standards for prioritizing access to executive airlift aircraft
among authorized users of such avrcraft within the Federal
Government.

(¢) PERSONNEL.—

(1) IN GENERAL—Not later than January 1,
2026, the Secretary of Defense shall assign a career
appointee (as that term is defined in section 3132(a)
of title 5, United States Code) in the Senior Executive
Service at the Department of Defense to coordinate—

(A) the efficient tasking of executive airlift
avreraft; and

(B) compliance with rules, requlations, poli-
cies and guidance relating to such aireraft, in-
cluding the prioritization standards developed

under subsection (b).

(2) QUALIFICATIONS.—The career appointee as-
signed under paragraph (1) shall, as determined by
the Secretary, have knowledge and experience relating
to executive awrlift aircraft, including familiarity
with the executive airlift fleets of the Armed Forces
and knowledge of policies and procedures for the

prioritization of executive airlift users.
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SEC. 148. REPORT ON THE F-47 ADVANCED FIGHTER AIR-

CRAFT PROGRAM.

(a) IN GENERAL—Not later than March 1, 2027, the
Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the congressional
defense committees a report on the F—47 advanced fighter
avreraft program.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report required under subsection
(a) shall include following:

(1) A description of the F—47 aircraft program,
meluding system requirements, employment concepts,
and projected costs, schedule, and funding require-
ments over the period covered by the program objec-
tiwe memorandwm process for fiscal years 2028
through 2034.

(2) The acquisition strategy for the F—47 pro-
gram of record, including consideration of imple-
menting a middle tier acquisition pathway or major
capability acquisition pathway (as such terms are de-
fined in Department of Defense Instruction 5000.85,
titled “Major Capability Acquisition” and issued on
August 6, 2020 (or a successor instruction)).

(3) A proposed fielding strategy for the F-47
avreraft, including—

(A) estimated force structure requirements;

(B) strategic basing considerations;
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(C) an estimate of malitary construction re-
quirements;

(D) an estimate of personnel training re-
quirements; and

(E) an antegrated total force fielding con-
cept, including an analysis of Air National
Guard and Air Force Reserve operational inte-
gration and associations.

(¢c) FOrRM.—The report required under subsection (a)
shall be submitted in unclassified form but may contain
a classified annex.

Subtitle E—Defense-wide, Joint,
and Multiservice Matters
SEC. 151. AMENDMENTS TO PROHIBITION ON OPERATION,
PROCUREMENT, AND CONTRACTING RE-
LATED TO FOREIGN-MADE LIGHT DETECTION
AND RANGING.

Section 164(a) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 1158-159) is amended
to read as follows:

“(a) PrROHIBITIONS.—The Secretary of Defense may
not—

“(1) operate, enter into or renew a contract for,

the procurement of—
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“(A) a covered light detection and ranging
technology (referred to in this section as ‘LiDAR
technology’) that—
“(1) 1s manufactured in a covered for-
eign country or by an entity domiciled in
a covered foreign country;
“(11) uses operating software developed
m a covered foreign country or by an entity
domaciled i a covered foreign country; or
“(111) wuses metwork connectivity or
data storage located in or administered by
an entity domiciled in a covered foreign
country; or
“(B) a system or systems that incorporates,
terfaces with, or otherwise uses LiDAR tech-
nology as described wn subparagraph (4); or
“(2) enter into or renew a contract with an enti-
ty that operates a covered LiDAR technology to per-
form a Department of Defense contract.”.
SEC. 152. ANNUAL GAO REVIEWS OF THE F-35 AIRCRAFT
PROGRAM.
(a) ANNUAL REVIEWS AND REPORTS.—Not later than
March 1, 2026, and on an annual basis thereafter until the
termination date specified in subsection (c), the Comptroller

General of the United States shall—
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(1) complete a review of the F-35 avrcraft pro-
gram; and
(2) submat to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report on the results of the review.
(b) ELEMENTS.—Each review and report under sub-
section (a) shall include an assessment of—
(1) the cost, scope, and schedule of the F-35 air-
craft program and its subprograms;
(2) the status of the efforts of the Department of
Defense to modernize the F-35 avrcraft; and
(3) such other matters relating to the F-35 air-
craft program as the Comptroller General determines
appropriate.
(¢) TERMINATION DATE.—The requirements of this
section shall terminate on the date on which all develop-
ment, production, and fielding activities under the F-35

avreraft acquisition program have ceased.

TITLE II—RESEARCH, DEVELOP-
MENT, TEST, AND EVALUA-
TION

Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations

SEC. 201. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-

cal year 2026 for the use of the Department of Defense for
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research, development, test, and evaluation, as specified in
the funding table in section 4201.
Subtitle B—Program Requirements,

Restrictions, and Limitations
SEC. 211. MODIFICATION TO AUTHORITY TO AWARD PRIZES

FOR ADVANCED TECHNOLOGY ACHIEVE-
MENTS.

(a) SECRETARIAL AUTHORITY.—Subsection (a) of sec-
tion 4025 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended by
striking , acting through the Under Secretary of Defense
Jor Research and Engineering, the Under Secretary of De-
Jfense for Acquisition and Sustainment, and the service ac-
quisition executive for each malitary department,”.

(b) MAximumM AMOUNT OF AWARD PRIZES.—Sub-
section (¢) of such section is amended to read as follows:

“(c) LiMItATION.—No prize competition may result in
the award of a prize with a faiwr market value of more than
$20,000,000 without the approval of the Secretary of De-
fense.”.

(¢c) CONGRESSIONAL NOTIFICATION THRESHOLD.—
Subsection (g)(1) of such section is amended by striking
“$10,000,000” and inserting “the amount specified in sub-

section (¢)”.
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1 SEC. 212. MODIFICATION TO MECHANISMS TO PROVIDE

2 FUNDS TO DEFENSE LABORATORIES AND
3 OTHER ENTITIES FOR RESEARCH AND DEVEL-
4 OPMENT OF TECHNOLOGIES FOR MILITARY
5 MISSIONS.

6 Section 4123 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
T ed—

8 (1) in the section heading, by inserting “and
9 test organizations” ufter “defense labora-
10 tories’’;

11 (2) by anserting “or test organization” after
12 “laboratory” each place it appears; and

13 (3) in subsection (a)(3), by inserting “or test or-
14 ganizations” after “laboratories”.

15 SEC. 213. MODIFICATION TO AUTHORITY FOR ACQUISITION,

16 CONSTRUCTION, OR FURNISHING OF TEST
17 FACILITIES AND EQUIPMENT.
18 (a) JOINTLY FUNDED PROJECTS.—Section 4174 of

19 title 10, Unated States Code, is amended—

20 (1) wn subsection (a), by striking “A contract of
21 a military department” and inserting “A covered
22 contract”; and

23 (2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
24 sections:

25 “(d)(1) In a case in which research, developmental, or

26 test facilities and equipment described in this section are
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used to support multiple contracts or programs across dif-
ferent military departments, other Federal agencies outside
the Department of Defense, or eligible non-Federal entities,

a jountly funded project may be established.

“(2) Under a jointly funded project, the Secretary of

Defense (or the Secretary’s designee) shall enter into a writ-
ten agreement with each entity participating in the project.
FEach such agreement shall, at a minvmum, address the fol-

lowing:

“(A) Cost sharing arrangements, including the
proportion of total project costs to be borne by each
entity.

“(B) Allocation of access to the facilities and
equipment, including priovitization procedures in
cases of competing demands.

“(C) Management and oversight responsibilities,
meluding the designation of a lead agency.

“(D) Ownership and intellectual property rights
related to the facilities, equipment, and any resulting
data or iventions.

“(K) Dispute resolution mechanisms.

“(3) A non-Federal entity, including a private com-

23 pany, academic institution, or non-profit organization,

24 may participate in a jointly funded project under this sub-

25 section only if the Secretary of Defense determines such par-
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ticipation s in the national security interest and consistent
with applicable laws and regulations.

“(4) The Secretary of Defense shall issue regulations
to implement this subsection. Such requlations shall include
specific criteria for evaluating proposed jointly funded
projects, standardized agreement templates, and procedures
Jor ensuring the transparency and accountability of such
projects.

“le) In this section, the term ‘covered contract’
means—

“(1) a contract of a military department; or

“(2) a contract for a jointly funded project as de-
sceribed subsection (c).”.

(b) REGULATIONS REQUIRED.—Not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall issue or revise requlations (as nec-
essary) to clarify that the authority for acquisition, con-
struction, or furnishing of test facilities and equipment
under section 4174 of title 10, United States Code, applies
to contracts funded using funds appropriated or otherwise
made available for—

(1) research, development, test, and evaluation,
meluding science and technology funds designated as
budget activity 1 (basic research), budget activity 2
(applied research), and budget activity 3 (advanced
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technology development) (as those budget activity clas-
sifications are set forth in volume 2B, chapter 5 of the
Department of Defense Financial Management Regu-
lation (DOD 7000.14—-R)); and

(2) operation and maintenance, to the extent
that such funds are used to support activities author-
wzed under such section.

SEC. 214. EXTENSION OF LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF
FUNDS FOR FUNDAMENTAL RESEARCH COL-
LABORATION WITH CERTAIN ACADEMIC IN-
STITUTIONS.

Section 238(a) of the National Defense Authorization

Act for Fiscal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159; 138 Stat.

1842) 1s amended by inserting “or fiscal year 20267 after

“fiscal year 20257

SEC. 215. MODIFICATION TO POLICIES FOR MANAGEMENT
AND CERTIFICATION OF LINK 16 MILITARY
TACTICAL DATA LINK NETWORK.

Section 228(b) of the National Defense Authorization

Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C.

4571 note) is amended—

(1) in paragraph (1)(A), by striking “the Ne-
vada Test and Training Range, Restricted Area 2508,
Warning Area 151/470, Warning Area 386, and the

Joint Pacific Alaska Range Complex” and inserting
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1 “mailitary special use airspace including all prohib-
2 ited areas, restricted areas, warning areas, and mili-
3 tary operational areas’;
4 (2) in paragraph (2), in the matter before sub-
5 paragraph (A), by striking “training, and large-scale
6 exercises.” and inserting “reqular training, and large-
7 scale exercises. Under such processes, approval of Link
8 16 operations shall be presumed and denval of Link
9 16 operations shall be accompanied with substan-
10 tiated evidence demonstrating compromase of safety
11 due to electromagnetic interference.”; and
12 (3) in paragraph (5), by inserting “reqular” be-
13 fore “training”.
14 SEC. 216. SUPPORT FOR RESEARCH AND DEVELOPMENT OF
15 BIOINDUSTRIAL MANUFACTURING PROC-
16 ESSES.
17 Section 215 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense
18 Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117—
19 263; 10 U.S.C. 4841 note) is amended—
20 (1) by redesignating subsections (d) through (f)
21 as subsections (e) through (g), respectively; and
22 (2) by inserting after subsection (c) the following
23 new subsection:
24 “(d) APPLICABILITY OF FUNDING.—The activities de-

25 scribed in subsection (c), including the design and construc-
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tion of facilities, are applicable to funds authorized to be
appropriated for the Department of Defense for research,
development, test, and evaluation.”.
SEC. 217. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR ASSIGNMENT TO
DEFENSE ADVANCED RESEARCH PROJECTS
AGENCY OF PRIVATE SECTOR PERSONNEL
WITH CRITICAL RESEARCH AND DEVELOP-
MENT EXPERTISE.
(a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (e) of section 232 of the

Jarl Levin and Howard P. “Buck” McKeon National De-

fense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2015 (Public Law

113-291; 10 U.S.C. note prec. 4091) 1s amended by striking
“September 30, 2025” and inserting “September 30, 2030
(b) TrecHNICAL AMENDMENT.—Subsection (f)(2) of
such section s amended by striking “section 23027 and in-
serting “section 3014
SEC. 218. POST-EMPLOYMENT RESTRICTIONS FOR PARTICI-
PANTS IN CERTAIN DEFENSE RESEARCH.

(a) PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATORS IN COVERED DEFENSE
RESEARCH PROJECTS.—Except as provided under sub-
section (c), as a condition of becoming or remaining a prin-
cipal mvestigator of a covered defense research project, a
person shall agree that during the 3-year period beginning
on the last day the person is a principal investigator of

such research, such person may not seek or accept employ-
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ment, or conduct any activity, for which a foreign entity
of concern provides financial compensation or in-kind bene-
fits.

(b) EMPLOYEES OF DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE LAB-
ORATORIES.—Except as provided under subsection (¢), as
a condition of becoming or remaining an employee at a
laboratory of the Department of Defense, a person shall
agree that during the 3-year period beginning on the last
day the person is an employee at such laboratory, such per-
son may not seek or accept employment, or conduct any
activity, for which a foreign entity of concern provides fi-
nancial compensation or in-kind benefits.

(¢c) WArvEr AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense
may waive the restrictions under subsections (a) and (D)
with respect to a Unated States person if, not later than
30 days before issuing the waiver, the Secretary submats
to the congressional defense commattees a notice of the waiv-
er that includes—

(1) an unclassified justification for the waiver;
and
(2) a description of any Department of Defense

Junds provided to the person for which the wawver is

issued or to the research in which the person partici-

pated.
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(d) CERTIFICATION.—Not later than 270 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall establish a process, under the initiative established in
section 1286 of the John S. McCain National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232;
10 U.S.C. 4001 note), to ensure that, when a person who
previously made an agreement in subsection (a) or (b) ap-
plies for funding to conduct a covered defense research
project in the future—

(1) the employer of such person can certify that
the person complied with the requirements in sub-
sections (a) and (b); and

(2) that a person whose employer cannot make
the certification in paragraph (1) is ineligible to par-
ticipate in the covered defense research project.

(¢) DETERMINATION OF CRITICAL AND KEMERGING
TEcHNOLOGY.—Not later than 270 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

(1) determine which technologies are critical or
emerging from among the technologies for which the
Department funds research; and

(2) shall make the results of such determination

publicly available.
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1 (f) APPLICABILITY.—This section shall apply with re-
2 spect to research that begins on or after the date that is
3 ome year after the date of the enactment of this Act.

4 (9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

5 (1) The term foreign entity of concern™ has the
6 meaning given that term in section 10612(a) of the
7 Research and Development, Competition, and Innova-
8 tion Act (42 U.S.C. 19221(a)) and includes a foreign
9 entity that 1s identified on the list published under
10 section 1286(c)(9)(A) of the John S. McCain National
11 Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Pub-
12 lic Law 115-232; 10 U.S.C. 4001 note).

13 (2) The term “covered defense research project”
14 means a research project that—

15 (A) 1s operated by an institution of higher
16 education or a subsidiary of an institution of
17 hagher education;

18 (B) 1is funded, in whole or in part, by the
19 Department of Defense; and
20 (C) involves a critical or emerging tech-
21 nology.
22 (3) The term “critical or emerging technology”
23 means a technology that the Secretary determines to
24 be critical or emerging in accordance with subsection
25 (e).
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(4) The term “nstitution of higher education”
has the meaning gien that term in section 102 of the
Hugher Education Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 1002).

SEC. 219. NATIONAL SECURITY AND DEFENSE ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE INSTITUTE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may es-
tablish at least one National Security and Defense Artificial
Intelligence Institute (veferred to in this section as an “In-
stitute”) at an eligible host institution.

(b) INSTITUTE DESCRIBED.—A National Security and
Defense Artificial Intelligence Institute referrved to in sub-
section (a) 1s an artificial intelligence research institute
that—

(1) 1s focused on a cross-cutting challenge or
Joundational science for artificial intelligence systems
e the national security and defense sector;

(2) establishes partnerships among public and
private organizations, including, as appropriate, Fed-
eral agencies, institutions of higher education, includ-
mg community colleges, nonprofit research organiza-
tions, Federal laboratories, State, local, and Tribal
governments, and industry, including the Defense In-
dustrial Base and startup companies;

(3) has the potential to create an innovation eco-

system, or enhance existing ecosystems, to translate

*HR 3838 RH



O© 00 3 O WD B W N e

O TN NG I N T NG N NG I NS B N e T e e T e T e e T
[ B N O N N = = NN - BN B o) W ) B ~S O I NO S e

68

Institute research into applications and products used
to enhance national security and defense capabilities;

(4) supports interdisciplinary research and de-
velopment across multiple institutions of higher edu-
cation and organizations; and

(5) supports workforce development in artificial
intelligence related disciplines in the United States.
(¢) FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE AUTHORIZED.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may
award financial assistance to an eligible host institu-
tion, or consortia thereof, to establish and support one
or more Institutes.

(2) USE OF FUNDS.—Financial assistance
awarded under paragraph (1) may be used by an In-
stitute for—

(A) managing and making available to re-
searchers accessible, curated, standardized, se-
cure, and priwvacy protected data sets from the
public and private sectors for the purposes of
training and testing artificial intelligence sys-
tems and for research using artificial intelligence
systems with regard to national security and de-
Jfense;

(B) developing and managing testbeds for

artificial intelligence systems, including sector-
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1 specific test beds, designed to enable users to
2 evaluate artificial intelligence systems prior to
3 deployment;
4 (C) conducting research and education ac-
5 twities 1nvolving artificial intelligence systems
6 to solve challenges with national security impli-
7 cations;
8 (D) providing or brokering access to com-
9 puting resources, networking, and data facilities
10 Jor artificial intelligence research and develop-
11 ment relevant to the Institute’s research goals;
12 (E) providing technical assistance to users,
13 meluding software engineering support, for arti-
14 ficial intelligence research and development rel-
15 evant to the Institute’s research goals;
16 (F) engaging in outreach and engagement
17 to broaden participation in artificial intelligence
18 research and the artificial intelligence workforce;
19 and
20 (G) such other activities as may determined
21 by the Secretary of Defense.
22 (3)  DURATION—Financial assistance under
23 paragraph (1) shall be awarded for a five-year period,
24 and may be renewed for not more than one additional
25 five-year period.
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(4) APPLICATION FOR FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE.—
A eligible host institution or consortia thereof seeking
Jinancial assistance under paragraph (1) shall submit
to the Secretary of Defense an application at such
time, i such manner, and containing such informa-
tion as the Secretary may require.

(5) COMPETITIVE, MERIT REVIEW.—In awarding
Sfinancial assistance under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall use a competitive, merit-based
review process.

(6) COLLABORATION.

In awarding financial as-
sistance under paragraph (1), the Secretary of De-
fense may collaborate other departments and agencies
of the Federal Government with missions that relate
to or have the potential to be affected by the national
security implications of artificial intelligence systems.

(7) LIMITATION.

No financial assistance au-
thorized in thas section shall be awarded to an entity
outside of the United States. All recipients of finan-
cial assistance under this section, including sub-
grantees, shall be based in the United States and shall
meet such other eligibility criteria as may be estab-
lished by the Secretary of Defense.

(d) DEFINITION.—In this section, the term “eligible

25 host institution” means an institution of higher education
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1 @ the United States that conducts research sponsored by

2 the Department of Defense.

3 SEC. 220. RESPONSIBLE DEVELOPMENT AND DEPLOYMENT

4

O o0 3 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

OF BIOTECHNOLOGY WITHIN THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.
(a) REQUIREMENT.—

(1) POLICIES AND GUIDELINES.—The Secretary
of Defense shall issue policies and guidelines on the
responsible development and deployment of bio-
technology within the Department of Defense.

(2) EXECUTIVE AGENT.—The Secretary shall des-
wgnate a senior civilian official within the Office of
the Secretary of Defense to serve as the executive
agent to develop the policies and guidelines under
paragraph (1).

(3) COORDINATION.—The Secretary shall ensure
that the policies and guidelines under paragraph (1)
are developed in consultation with—

(A) the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering;

(B) the Under Secretary of Defense for Pol-
wey; and

(C) individuals representing industry, aca-

demia, and civil society.
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(4) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary shall
make the policies and guidelines under paragraph (1)
publicly available.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The policies and guidelines

under subsection (a)(1) shall include the following:

(1) Definitions related to the responsible develop-
ment and use of biotechnology.

(2) An assessment of whether, and to what ex-
tent, existing statutes, regulations, directives, manu-
als, or instructions limit the ability of the Depart-
ment of Defense to provide guidelines for the respon-
sible development of emerging biotechnology.

(3) Guadelines encouraging the safe use of bio-
technology products under appropriate regulatory and
other oversight processes.

(4) Policies relating to informed consent of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces participating in the develop-
ment of biotechnology products that have not received
regulatory approval.

(5) Policies relating to whether, and under which
conditions, irreversible or heritable treatments of po-
tential biotechnology applications are acceptable.

(6) Policies relating to the potential effects of

biotechnologies on the environment.
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(7) Policies relating to the compliance by and
obligations of the Department of Defense with respect
to the Convention on the Prohibition of the Develop-
ment, Production and Stockpiling of Bacteriological
and Toxin Weapons and on thewr Destruction (com-
monly referred to as the “Biological Weapons Conven-
tion”).

(8) Such other matters as the Secretary of De-
Jense determines relevant.

(¢) REPORT—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the congressional defense com-
mittees a report on the policies and guidelines under
subsection (a)(1), including the methodologies used to
develop the policies and guidelines.

(2) FOrRM.—The report required under para-
graph (1) shall be submitted in unclassified form but
may include a classified annex.

(3) PUBLIC AVAILABILITY.—The Secretary of De-
Jense shall make report required under paragraph (1)
publicly available, except such publicly available
version of the report may not include any classified

annex provided under paragraph (2).
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(d) BRIEFING.—During the two-year period beginning
on the date that 1s one year after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the
congressional defense commattees an annual briefing on the
vmplementation of the policies and guidelines under sub-
section (a)(1), wncluding a description of any needed re-
sources for such implementation.

SEC. 221. DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE BIOTECHNOLOGY
WORKFORCE TRAINING.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall establish and carry out a training program—

(1) for members of the covered Armed Forces, ci-
vilian employees of the Department of Defense, and
contractors of such Department whose duties the Sec-
retary determines include—

(A) creating or deploying novel biotech-
nologies;

(B) analyzing, preparing for, or responding
to biological threats; or

(C) planning, research and development, en-
gineering, or testing and evaluation of systems

(including quality control and assurance, pro-

curement and contracting, logistics, and cost es-

timating) regarding biotechnology; and
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(2) on biotechnology and other relevant critical
and emerging technologies.
(b) CONSULTATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary shall consult
with leadership and workforce training managers in
the Department to develop and vmplement such train-
g program and identify the individuals described in
subsection (a) based on—

(A) the needs and priorities of the Depart-
ment; and

(B) the relevance of the training to the indi-
viduals” positions.

(2) MATERIAL—The material covered in the
training programs shall be customized by Department
leadership to align with specific needs and mission
requirements.

(3) SKILLS.—The Secretary shall define the es-
sential skills for biotechnology personnel to better un-
derstand what Federal personnel should undergo
traiming and how to customize training for groups.

(¢c) REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The training program estab-

lished under this section shall, at a minvmum, include

mformation on—
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(A) the fundamental science underlying bio-
technology, artificial intelligence and other rel-
evant critical and emerging technologies;

(B) concepts relating to the technological

Jfeatures of biotechnology systems;

(C) applications of biotechnology in defense,
health, agriculture, energy, environment, and
other relevant areas;

(D) the ways in which artificial intel-
ligence, quantum computing, and other tech-
nologies are leveraged to advance biotechnology;

(E) mechanisms by which the Federal Gov-
ernment supports, funds, purchases, and deploys
biotechnology and its applications;

(F) ways in which the Federal Government
can benefit from biotechnology;

(G) ethical, social, and legal aspects of bio-
technology including ways of incorporating a
wide range of stakeholder perspectives throughout
research and imnovation cycles;

(H) ways to mitigate the risks described in
previous subparagraphs, including efforts to cre-
ate and vdentify biotechnologies that are reliable,

safe, and trustworthy; and
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(1) future trends in biotechnology, including

wtersections with artificial intelligence, quan-

tum computing, autonomous systems, robotics,

advanced manufacturing, and other relevant
technologies, as well as trends for economic and
national security, and imnovation.

(2) PARTICIPATION.—Any individual described
under subsection (b)(1) shall complete traiming under
this section annually.

(3) INTERACTIVE.—The Secretary shall ensure
mteractive learning with scholars and experts from
private, public and nonprofit sectors is included
under the training programs. The Secretary shall
provide access to courses through institutions of pro-
Jesstonal military education, such as the National De-
Jense University.

(4) UPDATES.—The training programs estab-
lished under this section shall be updated each year
to review and cover advances in biotechnology and its
convergence with other critical and emerging tech-
nologies.

(5) CONTINUING EDUCATION.—The Secretary

shall update the training programs established under
this section to provide continuwing technology edu-

cation for individuals described in subsection (a) and

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N -

[\ 2 \© R \O I O R N e e e e e e T e e
W = O O 0N N RN = O

78

mcelude requirements for refresher traiming on the lat-

est advances wn  biotechnology science, laboratory

work, equipment and software.

(d) PERFORMANCE MEASUREMENTS.—The Secretary
shall establish mechanisms to measure participation n
training programs required under this section, and to re-
cewve and consider feedback from program participants to
vmprove training.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than six months after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and House
of Representatives a report that includes a plan to establish
and implement the traiming programs requived under this
section.

(f) SUNSET.—This section and the training programs
required to be carried out by this section shall terminate
on the date that is five years after such programs are estab-
lished under subsection (a).

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “artificial intelligence” has the
meaning given that term in section 5002 of the Na-
tional Artificial Intelligence Initiative Act of 2020
(division E of Public Law 116-283).
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(2) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Awr Force, or Space
Force.

222. BIOTECHNOLOGY SUPPLY CHAIN RESILIENCY
PROGRAM.
(a) AUTHORIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretaries of the military de-
partments and the heads of relevant Defense Agencies,
may establish and vmplement a program (referred to
wm this section as the “Program”) to develop, scale,
and transition biotechnology research from the mili-
tary service laboratories, including biotechnology-
based chemacals, materials, fuels, and other products
relevant to the mission of the Department of Defense
that support the resilience, sustainability, and re-
sponsiveness of the defense supply chain.

(2) AcrviTIES.—Under the Program, the Sec-
retary of Defense may carry out the following activi-
tes:

(A) Conduct an assessment of supply chain
vulnerabilities in the Department of Defense.
(B) Direct the military service laboratories

to establish mechanisms to collaboratively—
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(1) conduct applied research, including
experimentation, advanced technological de-
velopment, advanced component develop-
ment, and  rapid  prototyping  n
bioindustrials, biomanufacturing, and re-
lated disciplines to support defense mais-
S10NS;

(11) develop, prototype, test, and tran-
sition  biologically — derived materials  and
products to reduce reliance on foreign sup-
ply chains and vulnerable supply chains;

(11r) upgrade, expand, or construct
physical and digital infrastructure, includ-
g laboratory facilities, of the Department
and its partners to support bioindustrial re-
search, development, testing, prototyping,
and production;

(1v) as needed, enter into contracts, co-
operative agreements, grants, or other trans-
actions with relevant Federal entities and
non-Federal entities such as commercial en-
tities, research imstitutions, and academic
organizations to execute the activities under

this paragraph; and
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(v) support education, training, and
workforce development initiatives to build
and sustain a skilled bioindustrial and bio-
manufacturing workforce.

(C) Collaborate across the military depart-
ments, Defense Agencies, and other Federal enti-
ties to ensure alignment with national biroindus-
trial and supply chain strategies.

(D) Promote the development and utiliza-
twon of next-generation feedstocks and processes
m ways that support local economic growth.

(E) Modernize infrastructure through in-
vestment in facilities that enable rapid proto-
typing and advanced materials testing.

(F) Establish performance metrics and
benchmarks to measure progress toward oper-
ational wntegration and transition to programs
of record.

(3) OTHER CONSIDERATIONS.—In the event the

Secretary carries out the Program, the Secretary of

Defense shall—

(A) prioritize technologies and capabilities
that address critical  defense supply chain

vulnerabilities and enhance military readiness,
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mceluding technologies and capabilities necessary

to—

(1) reduce logistics through field-en-
abled manufacturing of materials such as
construction-grade bio-cement and
deployable infrastructure components;

(11) enhance performance through de-
velopment of novel materials including pro-
tective coatings and biologically derived
composites; or

(111) improve cost efficiency of manu-
Jacturing and reduce dependency on foreign
supply chains;

(B) consult with representatives of industry,

academia, and other Federal agencies with rel-

evant expertise, to accelerate development and

transitions; and

(C) ensure the Program supports the devel-

opment and fielding of emerging technologies

such as biotechnologies that provide operational

and strategic advantages to the Armed Forces,

mceluding through—
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(11) applied research, pilot-scale pro-
duction, and technology transition efforts
Jocused on biomanufacturing and materials
mnovation.
(b) PLAN AND REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL PLAN.—Not later than 90 days after
electing to commence the Program, the Secretary of
Defense shall submit to the Commattees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-

twes a plan for the allocation of appropriations to

Jund the Program.

(2) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than one year
after commencing the Program, and annually there-
after until the Program terminates under subsection
(c), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a report detailing all activi-
ties carried out under the program. Each report shall
mclude, to the extent applicable, the following:

(A) A summary of key research, develop-
ment, and prototyping efforts initiated or con-
tinued during the year covered by the report, in-
cluding technical objectives, anticipated defense

applications, and funding.
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(B) A list of significant partnerships or
agreements executed with industry, academic in-
stitutions, and other Federal agencies, including
the purpose, national security nexus, and fund-
g level of each such partnership or agreement.

(C) An assessment of infrastructure en-
hancements undertaken to support bioindustrial
development and scale-up, including facility
modernization and equipment acquisition.

(D) An evaluation of program performance
against established mailestones or metrics, includ-
g progress toward the transition of technologies
to operational use or acquisition programs.

(E) An adentification of major technical,
logistical, or policy challenges encountered, and
actions taken to mitigate such challenges.

(F) Any recommendations for additional
authorities, funding mechanisms, or interagency
coordination necessary to enhance the effective-
ness of the Program.

(3) ForM.—FEach report under this subsection

shall be submitted in unclassified form but may con-
tawn a classified annex.

(¢c) SUNSET.—
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1 (1) IN GENERAL—Except as provided in para-
2 graph (2), the authority to carry out the Program
3 shall terminate on the date that is 10 years after the
4 date of the enactment of this Act.

5 (2) EXTENSION.—The Program may be contin-
6 ued after the termination date specified in paragraph
7 (1) 1f, before such date, the President—

8 (A) determines that continuation of the Pro-
9 gram 1s necessary to meet national economic or
10 national security needs; and
11 (B) submits notice of such determination to
12 the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
13 and the House of Representatives.

14 SEC. 223. REVIEW AND ALIGNMENT OF STANDARDS, GUID-

15 ANCE, AND POLICIES RELATING TO DIGITAL
16 ENGINEERING.

17 (a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—

18 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
19 the date of the enactment of this Act, each Secretary
20 of a military department, in coordination with the of-
21 ficials specified in subsection (c), shall complete a
22 comprehensive review of the standards, guidance, and
23 policies relating to digital engineering within the cov-
24 ered Armed Forces under the jurisdiction of that Sec-
25 retary.
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(2) ELEMENTS.—FEach review under paragraph
(1) shall include, with respect to the covered Armed
Forces under the jurisdiction of the Secretary con-
cerned, the following:

(A) A review of the reference architectures,
standards, and best practices for the use of dig-
ital engineering tools (including digital twins
and digital threads) as in effect at the time of
the review, including standards for the use of
such tools at all stages of program design, devel-
opment, and testing.

(B) Identification of the current standards
guiding the use of such digital engineering tools,
at all stages of program design, development,
and testing.

(C) Assessment of—

(i) the extent to which the use of such
standards and related governance structures
1s  consistent across the covered Armed
Forces under the jurisdiction of the Sec-
retary concerned; and

(11) the level of interoperability of such
standards across such Armed Forces.

(D) Identification of best practices for dig-

ital engineering within each such Armed Force.
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(E) Recommendations for improvements to
the use of digital engineering tools in each such
Armed Force.

(b) DEVELOPMENT OF STANDARD REFERENCE ARCHI-

TECTURE.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date on which the Secretary of a military depart-
ment completes the review requirved under subsection
(a), the Secretary shall develop and ivmplement a
standard reference architecture to guide the use of,
and best practices for, digital engineering for pro-
gram design, development, and testing within each
covered Armed Force under the jurisdiction of that
Secretary. Each reference architecture shall include—

(A) a framework and clear requirements for
developing and deploying digital engineering
tools across program lifecycles; and

(B) defined standards for data management
and modeling.

(2) PERIODIC REVIEW.—Not less frequently than
once every three years following implementation of the
standard reference architecture requived under para-
graph (1), each Secretary of a military department

shall—
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(A) conduct periodic reviews of the reference
architecture to ensure it effectively addresses ad-
vancements in technology and evolving oper-
ational needs; and
(B) if mecessary, modify the reference archi-
tecture to address such advancements and needs.

(3) APPROVAL AND CERTIFICATION REQUIRED.—
Before a reference architecture may be implemented
under this subsection, the Under Secretary of Defense
Jor Acquisition and Sustainment, in coordination
with the Under Secretary of Defense for Research and
Engineering and the Director of Operational Test and
Evaluation, shall—

(A) review and approve the reference archi-
tecture; and

(B) submat certification of such approval to
the head of the covered Armed Force involved.

(4) RECOMMENDATIONS FOR FURTHER STAND-
ARDIZATION.—Based on the reviews conducted under
paragraph (3), the Under Secretary of Defense for Ac-
quisition and Sustainment, in coordination with the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engi-
neering and the Director of Operational Test and

FEvaluation, shall—
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(A) identify and develop recommendations
regarding areas in which further standardization
of reference architectures across the covered
Armed Forces may be feasible; and

(B) submat such recommendations to the
Secretaries of the military departments.

(¢) OFFICIALS SPECIFIED.—The officials specified in

this subsection are the following—

(1) The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment.

(2) The Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering.

(3) The Durector of Operational Test and Kval-
uation.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered Armed Forces” means the
Army, Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space
Force.

(2) The term “reference architecture” means an
authoritative source of information about a specific
subject area that guides and constrains the
wmstantiations of multiple architectures and solutions,
as described in the guidance of the Office of the As-

sistant Secretary of Defense titled “Reference Archi-
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tecture Description”™, dated June 2010, or any suc-
cessor to such guidance.
SEC. 224. APPLICATION OF SOFTWARE INNOVATION AND
DATA MANAGEMENT PLANS TO MODERNIZE
TEST AND EVALUATION INFRASTRUCTURE.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF DIGITAL TEST AND EVALUA-
TION KENVIRONMENT.—

(1) PrOGrRAM.—The Director of the Test Re-
source Management Center, in coordination with the
officials specified in paragraph (4), shall establish
and maintain a digital test and evaluation environ-
ment for developmental and operational testing of
warfighting capabilities.

(2) REQUIREMENTS.—The digital test and eval-
uation environment requived under paragraph (1)
shall—

(A) incorporate commercially-derived data
management, analysis, and operations software
tools to enable rapid test and evaluation;

(B) enable real-time and iterative data col-
lection, management, analysis, and feedback
loops across the life cycle of tested systems;

(C) provide secure environments for testing
systems with operational security sensitivities;

and
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(D) use a modular open system approach
(as defined wn section 4401 of title 10, Unated
States Code) to ensure the environment can be
accessed by multiple vendors and 1s interoperable
with multiple data sources, data formats, and
drgital tools.
(3) USE OF SOFTWARE ACQUISITION PATHWAY.—
In procuring software and covered hardware (as de-
Jined in section 3603 of title 10, United States Code)
for the digital test and evaluation environment re-
quired under paragraph (1), the Director of the Test
Resource Management center shall use a software ac-
quisttion pathway described in section 3603 of title
10, Unated States Code.
(4) OFFICIALS SPECIFIED.—The officials speci-
Jfied wn thas paragraph are—
(A) the Director of the Defense Innovation
Unat;
(B) the Director of Operational Test and
FEvaluation; and
(C) each chief of a covered Armed Force.
(b) DATA MANAGEMENT PLANS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Before a covered Armed Force
may conduct a test and evaluation event, an appro-

priate official from the Armed Force shall submit to
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the Director of Operational Test and Evaluation and
the Director of the Test Resource Management Center
a data management plan for the event. Such data
management plan may be included as part of the Test
and Evaluation Master plan submaitted for the event
pursuant to  Department of Defense Directive
5000.100.

(2) PLAN REQUIREMENTS.—The Director of
Operational Test and Evaluation and the Director of
the Test Resource Management Center shall jointly
develop standard requirements for the data manage-
ment plans required under paragraph (1). Each such
data management plan shall include, with respect to
the test and evaluation event covered by the plan—

(A) identification of relevant data to be col-
lected during the event;
(B) methodologies for analyzing data after
testing 1s complete; and
(C) any other information the Directors de-
termine appropriate.
(¢c) PILOT PROGRAM TO ACCELERATE TEST.—

(1) IN GENERAL—The Director of the Defense
Innovation Unit and the Director of the Test Re-
source Management Center, in coordination with the

Director of Operational Test and Evaluation, shall
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Jowntly carry out a pilot program to determine how
commercial software can be used to accelerate and vm-
prove testing for priority mission areas—

(A) to accelerate continuous integration and
continuous testing of warfighting capabilities by
applying industry best practices and tooling for
scalability, advanced analysis, and data sharing
on identified priority use cases; and

(B) to enable continuous and iterative test-
mg throughout capability design, development,
engineering, and fielding.

(2) REPORTS REQUIRED.—The Director of the
Defense Innovation Unit and the Director of the Test
Resource Management Center, in coordination with
the Director of Operational Test and Evaluation,
shall—

(A) not later than 120 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, submit to the con-
gressional defense committees an intervm report
that includes an implementation plan for the
pilot program under paragraph (1); and

(B) following submattal of the report under
subparagraph (A), but not later than 270 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, sub-

mit to the commaittees a report on the progress of
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the pilot program, which shall include a descrip-
tion of—

(1) the metrics used to measure the per-
Jormance of commercial software under the
pProgram;

(11) the iatial findings of the program;
and

(111) based on such findings, any iden-
tified roadblocks or limitations to wusing
commercial software and digital tools for

accelerated testing.

(3) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out
the pilot program under this subsection shall terma-
nate five years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(d) COVERED ARMED FORCE DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “covered Armed Force” means the Army,
Navy, Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force.

SEC. 225. DEMONSTRATION OF NEAR REAL-TIME MONI-

TORING CAPABILITIES TO ENHANCE WEAPON
SYSTEM PLATFORMS.

(a) PROGRAM ESTABLISHMENT.—Subject to the avail-
ability of appropriations, the Secretary of Defense, in co-
ordination with the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-

tion and Sustainment and the chiefs of the Armed Forces,
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shall carry out a program to equip selected weapon system
platforms with onboard, near real-time, end-to-end serial
bus and radio frequency monitoring capabilities to ensure
continuous operational oversight and cybersecurity health
and resiliency.

(b) PHASES.—The Secretary of Defense shall imple-
ment the program under subsection (a) in phases as follows:

(1) Not later than 90 days after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

(A) select not fewer than 3 and not more
than 5 weapon system platform fleets for initial
participation in the program, prioritizing the
MH—-60R and M)-9 avrcraft fleets; and

(B) complete the initial deployment of mon-
ttoring capabilities to such platforms.

(2) Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall extend mon-
itoring capabilities to the complete fleets of selected
platforms and complete imitial data collection and
analysis from all participating platforms.

(3) Not later than one year after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall, subject to
the avarlability of appropriations—

(A) select not fewer than 3 and not more

than 5 weapon system platform fleets, in addi-
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tion to those selected under paragraph (1), for

participation in the program, priorvitizing plat-

Jorms that demonstrate the highest potential for

cybersecurity improvement and operational read-

wmess gains based on program data analysis; and
(B) complete initial deployment of moni-
toring capabilities to such additional platforms.

(4) Not later than 18 months after the date of the
enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall complete a
comprehensive evaluation of the monitoring capabili-
ties demonstrated under the program, including cy-
bersecurity effectiveness, potential applicability of
data to maintenance vmprovements, and development
of scalability recommendations for potential Depart-
ment-wide implementation.

(¢) DATA COLLECTION AND ANALYSIS.—

(1) CHIEFS OF THE ARMED FORCES REQUIRE-
MENTS.—Each chief of an Armed Force with a weap-
on system platform participating in the program
under subsection (a) shall collect and provide to the
Secretary of Defense data regarding the platform and
the monitoring capabilities demonstrated wunder the
program, including data on—

(A) cyber threat detection effectiveness;

(B) maintenance efficiency improvements;
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(C) safety incident investigation and pre-
dictive maintenance accuracys;

(D) operational readiness and maission ca-
pable rates improvements; and

(E) interoperability and data sharing capa-
Dilities across platforms and services.
(2) DEPARTMENTAL ANALYSIS.—The Secretary

shall analyze the data provided under paragraph (1)

to assess—

(A) integration challenges and suggestions
Jor overcoming such challenges in a future De-
partment-wide program;

(B) scalability requirements for broader De-
partment-wide implementation; and

(C) novel approaches for utilizing existing
resources in an austere fiscal environment to ex-
pand capabilities across the Department.

(d) BUDGET INTEGRATION.—In the budget justifica-
tion materials submitted to Congress in support of the De-
partment of Defense budget for fiscal year 2028 (as sub-
matted with the budget of the President under section
1105(a) of title 31), the Secretary of Defense shall include
proposed funding levels for the program expansion author-

1zed under subsection (b)(3).
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(¢) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, and annu-
ally thereafter for each of the following five years, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense
commaittees a report on the status of the program. FEach re-
port shall include, with respect to the period covered by the
report—

(1) implementation plans for the program;
(2) wdentification of the weapon system platforms
selected for participation wn the program; and
(3) analysis of any data collected under the pro-
gram.
SEC. 226. WESTERN REGIONAL RANGE COMPLEX DEM-
ONSTRATION.

(a) DEMONSTRATION REQUIRED.—The Secretary of
Defense shall carry out a demonstration of a joint multi-
domain kinetic and non-kinetic testing and training envi-
ronment across military departments by interconnecting ex-
wsting ranges and training sites in the western States to
vmprove joint multi-domain traiming and further testing,
research, and development.

(b) USE OF EXISTING RANGES AND CAPABILITIES.—
The demonstration carried out pursuant to subsection (a)

shall use existing ranges and range capability, unless capa-
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1 Dility gaps are identified in the process of planning specific

2 demonstration activities.

3 (¢) ActviTIES.—The demonstration carried out pur-

4 suant to subsection (a) shall include the following:

5 (1) Electromagnetic spectrum operations.

6 (2) Electromagnetic warfare.

7 (3) Operations that blend kinetic and non-ki-

8 netic effects.

9 (4) Operations in the information environment.
10 (5) Joint All Domain Command and Control
11 (commonly known as “JADC2”).

12 (6) Information warfare, including the following:
13 (A) Intelligence, surveillance, and recon-
14 naissance.

15 (B) Offensive and defensive cyber oper-
16 ations.

17 (C) Electromagnetic warfare.

18 (D) Space operations.

19 (E) Psychological operations.

20 (F) Public affairs.

21 (G) Weather operations.

22 (d) TIMELINE FOR COMPLETION OF INITIAL DEM-

23 ONSTRATION.—In carrying out subsection (a), the Secretary
24 shall seek to complete an initial demonstration, inter-

25 connecting two or more ranges or testing sites of two or
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more military departments in the western States, subject
to avarlability of appropriations, not later than one year

after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(¢) BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall provide the

congressional defense committees a briefing on—

(1) a phased implementation plan and design to
connect ranges and testing sites in the western States,
mcluding the initial demonstration requived by sub-
section (d);

(2) how the design architecture of the plan 1is in
alignment with recommendations of the 2020 Depanrt-
ment of Defense Electromagnetic Spectrum Superi-
ority Strategy; and

(3) how the design architecture will support
high-periodicity training, testing, research, and devel-
opment.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “information environment” means
the aggregate of indwviduals, organizations, and sys-
tems that collect, process, and disseminate, or act on
mformation.

(2) The term “Secretary” means the Secretary of

Defense.
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(9) TERMINATION.—This section shall terminate on
September 30, 2028.

SEC. 227. REIMBURSEMENT OF NATIONAL GUARD FOR RE-
SEARCH, DEVELOPMENT, TEST, AND EVALUA-
TION EXPENSES.

(a) AVAILABILITY.—Amounts authorized to be appro-
priated after the date of the enactment of this Act for the
Department of Defense for research, development, test, and
evaluation shall be available for reimbursement of pay, al-
lowances, and other expenses which would otherwise be in-
curred against appropriations for the reserve components
of the Armed Forces, including the National Guard, in cases
wm which members of the such reserve components provide
support to research, development, test, and evaluation
projects in which thewr involvement furthers the project be-
cause of a member’s or unit’s availability, qualifications,
experience, or education.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed—

(1) to authorize a deviation from established per-
sonnel and traiming procedures of the reserve compo-
nents of the Armed Forces, including the National
Guard; or

(2) to authorize the direct engagement of mem-

bers or units of such components to conduct inde-
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1 pendent research, development, test and evaluation
2 projects.

3 SEC. 228. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR
4 ANIMAL RESEARCH IN COLLABORATION WITH
5 FOREIGN COUNTRIES OF CONCERN.

6 (a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to be
T appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for
8 fiscal year 2026 for the Department of Defense may be obli-
9 gated or expended—

10 (1) to carry out research, development, test, eval-
11 uation, or training activities involving animals—

12 (A) in collaboration with a foreign country
13 of concern; or

14 (B) at any facility located in, or owned or
15 controlled (directly or indirectly) by, a foreign
16 country of concern; or

17 (2) to enter into a contract or other agreement,
18 or make a grant, pursuant to which such activities
19 would be carried out.
20 (b) FOrREIGN COUNTRY OF CONCERN DEFINED.—In

21 this section, the term “‘foreign country of concern” has the
22 meaning given that term in section 9901 of the William
23 M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authorization Act
24 for Fiscal Year 2021 (Public Law 116-283; 15 U.S.C.
25 4651).
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1 SEC. 229. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR

2
3

GAIN OF FUNCTION RESEARCH.

(a) PRoOIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to be

4 appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for

5

fiscal year 2026 for the Department of Defense may be obli-

6 gated or expended—

7
8
9

10

11

12

13

14

15

16

17

18

19

20

21

22

23

24

25

26

(1) to conduct gain-of-function research on any
potential pandemic pathogen at any facility operated
by or on behalf of the Department; or

(2) to award contracts, grants, cooperative agree-
ments, or any other form of financial assistance to
any mstitution of hagher education, nonprofit organi-
zation, private entity, or other research institute that
18 conducting gain-of-function research on potential
pandemic pathogens.

(b) WAIVER.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense may
wawve the prohibition under subsection (a) on a case-
by-case basis, with respect to an individual research
project, grant, contract, or cooperative agreement, if
the Secretary determanes that such a waiver is in the
national interests of the United States.

(2) CONGRESSIONAL NOTICE.—Not later than 30
days before the date on which an award 1s made, a
project s initiated, or an agreement entered into,

with respect to which a waver is made under para-
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graph (1), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the

Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives notice of such waiver.
(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “gain-of-function research’” means
any research that may be reasonably anticipated to
confer an attribute to a pathogen such that the patho-
gen would have enhanced pathogenicity or trans-
missibility in mammals.

(2) The term “potential pandemic pathogen”
means a pathogen that, as a result of any gain-of-
Junction research—

(A) s likely more transmissible or likely ca-
pable of wide and uncontrollable spread n
human populations;

(B) 1is likely more virulent or likely to cause
modest or greater morbidity or mortality in hu-
mans; or

(C) 1s likely to pose a severe threat to public
health, the capacity of the public health systems

to function, or national security.
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1 SEC. 230. LIMITATION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS PEND-

ING COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS RE-
LATING TO THE JOINT ENERGETICS TRANSI-

TION OFFICE.

2
3
4
5 (a) LIMITATION.—Of the funds authorized to be appro-
6 priated by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal
T year 2026 for the Department of Defense and available for
8 the Office of the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition
9 and Sustarnment for travel expenses, not more than 75 per-

10 cent may be obligated or expended until the date on which

11 the Secretary of Defense—

12 (1) establishes a Joint Energetics Transition Of-
13 fice as requirved under section 148 of title 10, United
14 States Code; and

15 (2) submits to the congressional defense commit-
16 tees the reports required under subsections (b) and (c)
17 of section 241 of the National Defense Authorization
18 Act for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 136
19 Stat. 208).

20 (b) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense

21 may waive the prohibition under subsection (a) if the Sec-

22 retary—

23 (1) determines that extenuating circumstances
24 Justify such a waiver; and

25 (2) provides to the congressional defense commit-
26 tees a briefing on the reasons for such determination.
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Subtitle C—Plans, Reports, and
Other Matters
SEC. 241. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON INCORPORATING MILI-
TARILY-RELEVANT APPLICATIONS OF EMERG-
ING BIOTECHNOLOGY INTO WARGAMING EX-
ERCISES.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Chavrman of the Joint Chiefs
of Staff shall conduct a review to determine the feasibility
and advisability modifying the design of wargaming exer-
cises to ensure that such exercises incorporate militarily-
relevant applications of emerging biotechnology.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the review required
under subsection (a), the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of
Staff shall take into account—

(1) biotechnology-enabled enhancements that 1m-
prove the cognitive and physical performance of
warfighters;

(2) biotechnology-enabled chemicals and mate-
rials intended to provide a strategic advantage on the
battlefield;

(3) adversaries’ use of biotechnology for military
purposes beyond traditional biological weapons; and

(4) any other malitarily-relevant applications of
biotechnology determined appropriate by the Chair-

man.
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1 (¢c) CONSULTATION.—In conducting the review under
subsection (a), the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff
shall consult with—
(1) the commanders of the combatant commands;

and

2

3

4

5

6 (2) other stakeholders within and outside the De-
7 partment of Defense, as necessary, to identify recent
8 malitarily-relevant advancements in the field of bio-
9 technology that could potentially be incorporated into
10 exercises.

11 (d) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
12 of the enactment of this Act, the Chairman of the Joint
13 Chiefs of Staff shall submit to the Commattees on Armed
14 Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a

15 report on the results of the review conducted under sub-

16 section (a). The report shall include—

17 (1) a detailed summary of any recommended
18 modifications to wargaming exercises; and

19 (2) if applicable, a plan for regularly updating
20 the design of such exercises to keep pace with ad-
21 vances 1n biotechnology.

22 (¢) WARGAMING EXERCISE DEFINED.—In this section,

23 the term “wargaming exercise” means a military exercise
24 conducted to test or improve tactical expertise, and includes

25 the Globally Integrated Wargames.
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SEC. 242. FEASIBILITY STUDY ON USE OF CLOUD LABORA-

TORIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall con-

duct a review to determine the feasibility and advisability
of using cloud laboratories at the Department of Defense
to provide authorized researchers with access to high-quality
experimental instrumentation and data collection for pur-

poses of generating high-quality data.

(b) ELEMENTS.—In conducting the review required

under subsection (a), the Secretary of Defense shall take into

account—

(1) best practices for cloud computing methods to
safely store sensitive data, such as biological data;

(2) considerations related to cybersecurity, bio-
security, research security, and data privacy;

(3) estimated costs for the construction and
sustainment of cloud laboratories;

(4) estimated timelines for establishing cloud lab-
oratories; and

(5) consideration of how cloud laboratories can
vmprove the quality and quantity of data to improve
research and development of novel technologies.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

24 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall

25

submat to the Commaittees on Armed Services of the Senate
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and the House of Representatives a report on the results
of the review conducted under subsection (a).

(d) CLOUD LABORATORY DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “cloud laboratory” means a physical laboratory
equipped with automation and data storage to conduct ex-
periments.

SEC. 243. QUARTERLY REPORTS ON TERMINATION OF CRIT-
ICAL TECHNOLOGY RESEARCH AWARDS.

(a) REPORTS REQUIRED.—Not later than 90 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and on a quar-
terly basis thereafter, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the congressional defense committees a report that in-
cludes the following:

(1) With respect to the quarter preceding the
date of the report, identification of each covered
award that was terminated by the Department of de-
Jense on the basis that the award no longer effectuates
the programs goals or agency priovities as provided
under the Department of Defense Research and Devel-
opment General Terms and Conditions (dated March
2025), or any related or successor guidance.

(2) For each covered award identified under

paragraph (1)—
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(A4) an explanation of whether or not that
amward was meeting relevant objectives and re-
quirements; and
(B) a justification for the termination of the
award.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered award” means an award
made by the Department of Defense relating to the re-
search or development of any of the 14 critical tech-
nology areas.

(2) The term “14 critical technology areas”™
means the critical technology areas described in the
memorandum of the Under Secretary of Defense for
Research and Engineering issued on February 1,
2022, titled “USD(R&E) Technology Vision for an
Era of Competition™, or any successor guidance.

SEC. 244. REPORT ON DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE MARKET
RESEARCH OF CRITICAL TECHNOLOGY AND
CAPABILITIES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense,
wm coordination with the Under Secretary of Defense for Re-
search and Engineering and the Under Secretary of Acqui-
sition and Sustainment, shall submat to the congressional

defense committees a report that—
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(1) reviews and assesses the ability of the De-
partment of Defense to conduct effective and thorough
market research on critical existing and emerging de-
fense technologies; and

(2) makes recommendations for the improvement
of such market research capabilities.

(b) CONTENTS.—The report under subsection (a) shall

include the following:

(1) An assessment of the strategic market evalua-
tion practices across developmental innovation and
acquisition  offices, including practices that are
aligned for purposes of investigating existing commer-
cial technology capabilities in critical technologies
and capabilities.

(2) Recommendations on ways to improve mar-
ket research and commercial sector due diligence
within key Department of Defense innovation and ac-
quisition offices, with a particular focus on deeper en-
gagement with existing private sector entities.

(3) An assessment of the current status of devel-
opment maturity and growth in critical technological
market areas.

(4) An assessment of regulatory, legal, and ad-

ministrative barriers in testing and evaluation of
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such critical technologies that may delay their matu-
ration and development, such as—
(A) a lack of authority to operate new tech-
nologies domestically; and
(B) barriers to direct commercial sales and

Joreign  malitary  sales for such critical tech-

nologies.

(5) An assessment of how the barriers described
m paragraph (4) may be addressed to direct addi-
tronal 1mvestment and speed development.

(6) An assessment of current practices of accu-
mulating and storing market research data across the
Department of Defense enterprise, from early-stage re-
search and development efforts to mature commercial
solutions.

(7) Recommendations, with respect to each crit-
wcal technology sector, for enhancing private sector
participation, lowering barriers to entry for commer-

cial sector entities, decreasing capital costs required

Jor development, and shortening internal Department

of Defense timelines for major acquisition decisions.
(8) Recommendations for the creation of stand-
ardized best practices for market research and com-

mercial sector due diligence within key innovation

*HR 3838 RH



O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

113
and acquisition organizations in the Department of
Defense.

(¢) CONSULTATION.—In preparing the report under

subsection (a) the Secretary shall seek input from relevant
mdwviduals and organizations in commercial industry and

the venture capital sector.

TITLE III—OPERATION AND
MAINTENANCE
Subtitle A—Authorization of
Appropriations
SEC. 301. AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.

Funds are hereby authorized to be appropriated for fis-
cal year 2026 for the use of the Armed Forces and other
activities and agencies of the Department of Defense for ex-
penses, not otherwise provided for, for operation and main-
tenance, as specified in the funding table in section 4301.

Subtitle B—Energy and
Environment

SEC. 311. INCLUSION OF NUCLEAR ENERGY AND NUCLEAR

TECHNOLOGIES IN ELIGIBLE INVESTMENTS
MADE BY OFFICE OF STRATEGIC CAPITAL.
Section 149(f)(2) of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended—
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(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (U) through
(GG) as subparagraphs (W) through (I1), respectively;
and

(2) by inserting after subparagraph (T) the fol-
lowing new subparagraphs:

“(U) Nuclear energy.

“(V) Nuclear technologies.”.

SEC. 312. INCLUSION OF INFORMATION ABOUT PFAS INVES-
TIGATION AND REMEDIATION IN ANNUAL RE-
PORT ON DEFENSE ENVIRONMENTAL PRO-
GRAMS.
Section 2711 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) wn subsection (b), by adding at the end the
Jollowing new paragraph:

“(6) Information on the costs associated with in-
vestigating and remediating per- and polyfluoroalkyl
substances contamination, including—

“(A) detailed information regarding the
total potential total costs to the Department of
mvestigating and remediating such contamina-
twon at all locations where ivestigation and re-
mediation s expected to be funded by the De-

partment; and
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“(B) the cost assumption analysis required
under subsection (d).”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-

section:

“(d) PFAS CoST ASSUMPTION ANALYSIS.—The Sec-
retary shall carry out an annual cost assumption analysis
with respect to the most important contributors to the costs
to the Department of investigating and remediating per-
and polyfluoroalkyl substances contamination that—

“(1) mcludes—

“(A) an assessment of any changes in regu-
latory standards, treatment technologies, and site
prioritization that could affect future costs;

“(B) examples of how wmodifying assump-
tions about contamination extent, remediation
tvmelines, or emerging disposal methods could af-
fect projected costs; and

“(C) an identification of any funding short-
Jalls or other constraints that could affect the in-
vestigation and remediation of such contamina-
tion; and
“(2) ancorporates a risk and uncertainty anal-

ysis with respect to the effects of potential changes in

the most important contributors to the costs to the De-

partment of investigating and remediating per- and

*HR 3838 RH



O o0 N N W BB W

|\ I NO TR NG T NS R NS R L e e T e T e e T S
A W N = O VWV 00 N O W B~ WD = ©

116

polyfluoroalkyl  substances contamination, includ-

mg—

“(A) variability in the extent of such con-
tamination based on ongoing site assessments,
mspections, and investigations;

“(B) shifts in regulatory requirements that
could alter investigation and remediation strate-
gies; and

“(C) advances wn technologies for the treat-
ment and disposal such contamination that

could reduce or increase long-term costs.”.

SEC. 313. MODIFICATION OF REQUIREMENTS RELATING TO

REPLACEMENT OF FLUORINATED AQUEOUS

FILM-FORMING FOAM.

Section 322 of the National Defense Authorization Act
for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92; 10 U.S.C. 2661

note prec.) is amended—

(1) in subsection (b)—

(A4) by striking “October 1, 20237 and in-
serting “October 1, 2026”; and

(B) by striking “in excess of one part per
billion of” and inserting “detectable”;

(2) i subsection (c)(1), by striking “October 1,

20247 and inserting “October 1, 20267;
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(3) by striking subsection (d) and inserting the
Jollowing:

“(d) EXEMPTIONS.—Subsections (b) and (c¢) shall not

apply to firefighting foam for use—

“(1) onboard oceangoing vessels, including use in
prer-side inspection, testing, and maintenance;

“(2) that s necessary to conduct testing to meet
malitary specification qualification requirements and
ensure quality standards of the inventory of the De-
partment;

“(3) during research, development, test, and eval-
uation of fluorine-free fire-fighting agents;

“(4) on naval nuclear submarine propulsion
plants; or

“(5) i tactical vehicles and equipment that is
mcompatible with fluorine-free fire-fighting agents.”;
and

(4) in subsection (e)—

(A) i paragraph (1)—

(1) i the matter preceding subpara-
graph (A), by inserting “the limitation
under subsection (b) or” before “the prohibi-
tion”; and

(11) wn subparagraph (B)—
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1 (I) in clause (1), by inserting “or
2 to maintain military readiness” after
3 “safety”’;

4 (Il) by striking clause (i11) and
5 redesignating clauses (wv) and (v) as
6 clauses (111) and (1), respectively; and
7 (I11) in clause (111), as so redesig-
8 nated, by striking “and does not re-
9 quire revision’’; and

10 (B) in paragraph (2)(C), by striking “Sec-
11 retary of Defense” and inserting “Under Sec-
12 retary  of  Defense  for  Acquisition  and
13 Sustainment”.

14 SEC. 314. PROVISION OF ALTERNATIVE DRINKING WATER

15 TO CERTAIN COMMUNITIES WITH PRIVATE
16 DRINKING WATER WELLS CONTAMINATED
17 WITH PERFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES OR
18 POLYFLUOROALKYL SUBSTANCES.

19 (a) REQUIREMENT.—Beginning on the date of the en-

20 actment of this Act, for each household that is located in
21 a community with a private drinking water well in which
22 contamination  from  a  perfluoroalkyl  substance,
23 polyfluoroalkyl substance, or mixture thereof resulting from
24 activities of the Department of Defense exceeds the maux-

25 awmum contaminant level for such substance or mixture, re-
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spectwvely, and that has not recewed a permanent safe
drinking water solution described in subsection (b), the Sec-
retary of Defense shall provide to such household an alter-
natiwe source of drinking water (which may include the
provision of bottled water) until such time as—

(1) the degree of cleanup of such contamination
has at least attaimed such respective maximum con-
tamanant level, consistent with section 121(d) of the
Comprehensive Environmental Response, Compensa-
tion, and Liability Act of 1980 (42 U.S.C. 9621(d));
or

(2) the Secretary provides such household with a
permanent safe drinking water solution described in
subsection (D).

(b) PERMANENT SAFE DRINKING WATER SOLUTIONS
DESCRIBED.—A permanent safe drinking water solution
described in this subsection is the connection of a household
to a public water system, installation at a household of an
onsite filtration system capable of treating the contamina-
tion specified in subsection (a), or provision to a household
of another permanent alternative source of drinking water.

(¢) COORDINATION WITH EXISTING AUTHORITIES.—
The Secretary of Defense shall carry out this section in a
manner consistent with the Comprehensive Environmental

Response, Compensation, and Liability Act of 1980 (42
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U.S.C. 9601 et seq.) and any other authority under environ-

mental law, mcluding by coordinating efforts under sub-
section (a) with ongoing efforts to address contamination
under such authorities.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The terms “maximum contaminant level”
and “public water system” have the meanings given
those terms in section 1401 of the Safe Drinking
Water Act (42 U.S.C. 300f).

(2) The term “private drinking water well”
means a drinking water well that s not a public
water system and 1s not connected to a public water
system.

SEC. 315. RESPONSIBILITIES OF EXECUTIVE AGENT FOR IN-
STALLATION AND OPERATIONAL NUCLEAR
ENERGY.

(a) EXECUTIVE AGENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Secretary of the Army, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, the
Under Secretary of Defense for Research and Engineering,
and the Director of the Strategic Capabilities Office of the
Department of Defense, shall ensure that, not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, there is
designated an executive agent of the Department of Defense

Jor anstallation and operational nuclear energy.
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(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The responsibilities of the ex-

ecutive agent specified in subsection (a) shall include the

Jollowing:

(1) In coordination with the commanders of the
combatant commands and the Joint Chiefs of Staff,
assessing installation energy and operational energy
needs, and establishing and maintarning require-
ments for the use of nuclear energy to meet such
needs, for the purpose of furthering maission critical
activities of the Department of Defense and enhancing
national security.

(2) Consulting with project developers and other
experts from the commercial nuclear industry, poten-
tial private owners and operators of nuclear reactors
to be deployed at military installations, and other
persons determined appropriate by the executive
agent, to assess the technological capabilities, develop-
ment status, costs, timelines, risks, and potential need
Jor design evolution of nuclear reactors to meet the
needs of the Department of Defense referred to para-
graph (1).

(3) In coordination with the Secretary of En-
ergy, the Secretaries of the malitary departments, and
the Nuclear Regulatory Commaission, assessing the

technology  readiness,  licensability,  deployability,
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operability, and mamtaimability of nuclear reactors
with respect to potential deployment at military in-
stallations.

(4) In coordination with the Secretary of Defense
and the Secretaries of the military departments, inte-
grating technical and project resources across the De-
partment of Defense for the use of nuclear reactors to
meet the needs of the Department of Defense referred
to in paragraph (1), including by developing a plan
to aggregate the demand for, and the acquisition and
deployment of, nuclear reactors across military in-
stallations and military departments.

(5) In coordination with the Secretary of Energy
and the Nuclear Regulatory Commission—

(A) evaluating the regulatory framework
and other requirements applicable to the use of
nuclear reactors to meet such needs; and

(B) establishing training programs and
plans relating to the acquisition and operation
of nuclear reactors to meet such needs.

(6) Identifying the timelines and resource re-
quirements mnecessary for the acquisition and oper-
ation of nuclear reactors to meet such needs, includ-

mg—
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(A4) any support mnecessary from the na-
tional laboratories of the Department of Energy;
and

(B) any funding necessary to carry out in-
terim pilot programs for the limited deployment
of nuclear reactors until such timelines and re-
source requirements are met.

(7) Including resource requirements identified
pursuant to paragraph (6), and any other resource
requirements necessary to carry out this subsection, in
applicable planning, programming, budgeting, and
execution processes of the Department of Defense, in-
cluding by preparing, as applicable—

(A) a program objective memorandum for
any new resource so required; and

(B) a budget justification for any new re-
source so requirved for inclusion in the budget
materials submaitted by the Secretary of Defense
to Congress in support of the President’s annual
budget request (submitted to Congress pursuant
to section 1105 of title 31, United States Code).
(8) Providing technical support for programs of

the military departments relating to the deployment

of nuclear reactors for installation energy resilience.

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N -

| \O JEE \© R O R \O B O B N e e e e e T e e e e
A W O = O O 0NN N N R WD = O

124

(¢c) ANNUAL REPORTS.—Not later than September 30,
2026, and annually thereafter for a period of five years,
the executive agent specified in subsection (a) shall submit
to the Secretary of Defense and the congressional defense
committees a report describing the actions taken to vmple-
ment this section during the one-year period ending on the
date of the submission of such report.

(d) PLAN FOR PROGRAM OF RECORD.—

(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
Defense, in coordination with the executive agent
specified in subsection (a), shall submat to the con-
gressional defense committees a plan to establish a
program of record of the Department of Defense for
the use of nuclear energy to meet installation energy
and operational energy needs.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan under paragraph (1)
shall include the following:

(A) An adentification of requirements nec-
essary for the establishment of the program of
record specified in such paragraph.

(B) A budget estimate for such program of
record through 2030 or through the conclusion of

the five-year period following the first date on
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which a nuclear reactor s deployed at a mali-
tary wnstallation, whichever is later.

(C) A summary of actions taken to imple-
ment the responsibilities under subsection (D)
and information derwed as a result of such ac-
tions.

(D) Use cases for nuclear reactors, developed
m coordination with the commanders of combat-
ant commands with respect to installation and
operational needs (including needs relating to
the electrification of operational energy, elimai-
nation of fuel supply vulnerabilities, military
wmstallation resilience, sustainment of military
wstallations, enablement of multi-domain oper-
ations, and advanced weaponry).

(E) An identification of the minimum po-
tential number of malitary installations at which
nuclear reactors would be necessary to deploy in
order to establish a cost-effective program, and
projected dates by which such nuclear reactors
would achieve initial operational capability.

(F) An estimate of fuel requirements nec-
essary to support the deployment of various mod-
els of nuclear reactors at military installations,

to mform future acquisition planning.
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(¢) COMPLIANCE WITH APPLICABLE DIRECTIVE.—The
Secretary shall carry out this section in compliance with
Directive 5101.1.

(f) SurPPORT WITHIN DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.—In
accordance with Directive 5101.1, the Secretary shall ensure
that the malitary departments, the Defense Agencies, and
other elements of the Department of Defense provide the ex-
ecutive agent specified in subsection (a) with the appro-
priate support and resources needed to perform the roles,
responsibilities, and authorities of the executive agent.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section—

(1) The term “Directive 5101.17 means Depart-
ment of Defense Directive 5101.1, or any successor di-
rective relating to the responsibilities of an executive
agent of the Department of Defense.

(2) The terms “energy resilience” and “military
mstallation resilience” have the meanings given those
terms in section 101 of title 10, United States Code.

(3) The term “executive agent” has the meaning
given the term “DoD Executive Agent” in Directive
5101.1.

(4) The term “operational energy” has the mean-
mg given that term in section 2924 of title 10, United
States Code.
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1 SEC. 316. ESTABLISHMENT OF ADVANCED NUCLEAR TECH-

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

NOLOGIES TRANSITION WORKING GROUP.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall establish a working group to be known as the
“Advanced  Nuclear Technologies Transition Working

Group™.

(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The working group shall be com-

posed of the following members, or designees thereof:

(1) The Secretary of Defense.

(2) The Secretaries of the military departments.

(3) The Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff.

(4) The Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisi-
tion and Sustainment.

(5) The Under Secretary of Defense for Research
and Engineering.

(6) The Under Secretary of Defense for Policy.

(7) The Director of the Defense Innovation Unit.

(8) The Director of the Strategic Capabilities Of-
fice.

(9) The head of any other organizational entity
of the Department of Defense the Chairperson deter-
mines appropriate.

(¢c) CHAIRPERSON.—The Secretary of Defense, or a

25 designee thereof, shall serve as the Chairperson of the work-

26 ing group.
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(d) DuriES.—The duties of the working group shall

include the following:

(1) Developing and implementing a strategy to
accelerate the procurement and fielding of commenr-
cially available advanced nuclear technologies using
available authorities.

(2) Identifying critical installation energy and
operational energy needs of military installations and
the combatant commands that may be addressed
through the use of advanced nuclear technologies, en-
suring such needs are considered in relation to efforts
and planned efforts of the Department of Defense, and
developing an accelerated pathway to leverage ad-
vanced nuclear technologies to address any gap in
such needs.

(3) Coordinating efforts among the members of
the working group for the demonstration and transi-
tion of advanced nuclear technologies, including by
mcereasing opportunities for collaboration between the
Department of Defense and potential partners within
the commercial nuclear industry with respect to re-
search and development, testing and evaluation, and
procurement actiwities relating to such technologies.

(4) Coordinating with the heads of other relevant

Federal departments and agencies regarding the con-
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duct of interagency actiwities and development of best

practices to address obstacles to the rapid fielding of

advanced nuclear technologies, including any such ob-
stacle relating to workforce development, regulatory

Jrameworks, licensing requirements, access to fuel

sources, safety or security standards, or decommas-

s10nINg.

(5) Establishing opportunities for engagement
with developers of advanced nuclear technologies with-
wm the commercial nuclear industry to assess the
avarlability (including, as applicable, the timeline for
avarlability) of micro-reactor and small modular re-
actor capabilities for potential application to meet the
needs of the Department of Defense.

(¢) MEETINGS.—The working group shall meet at the
call of the Chairperson and not less frequently than quar-
terly.

(f) BRIEFINGS AND REPORTS.—

(1) INITIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of enactment of this Act, the Chair-
person shall provide to the congressional defense com-
mittees a briefing on the organization, plans, mile-
stones, and activities of the working group.

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than September

30, 2026, and annually thereafter until the date of
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termination under subsection (g), the Chairperson
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
report describing, with respect to the year preceding
the date of submaission of the report, the plans, mile-
stones, and activities of the working group, including
a description of the status during such year of any
project relating to advanced nuclear technologies, any
Junding or other requirement associated with such a
project, and any plan to transition a capability
under such a project.

(9) TERMINATION.—The working group shall termi-

nate on September 30, 2029.

(h) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “micro-reactor” means an ad-
vanced nuclear reactor, as such term is defined in sec-
tion 951(b)(1) of the Emergy Policy Act of 2005 (42
URS.C. 16271(b)(1)), with a rated capacity of less
than 50 electrical megawatts.

(2) The term “operational energy’ has the mean-
g giwen that term in section 2924 of title 10, United
States Code.

(3) The term “small modular reactor” means an
advanced nuclear reactor, as such term s defined in
section 951(b)(1) of the Energy Policy Act of 2005 (42
URS.C. 16271(b)(1))—
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(A) with a rated capacity of less than 500

[E—

electrical megawatts; and
(B) that may be constructed and operated
m combination with similar reactors at a single
site.
(4) The term “working group” means the work-
g group established under subsection (a).

SEC. 317. DEPARTMENT OF AIR FORCE PROGRAM OF

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

RECORD FOR COMMERCIAL WEATHER DATA.

[a—
)

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than September 30,

[—
[—

2027, the Secretary of the Awr Force shall establish a pro-

[S—
\)

gram of record of the Department of the Air Force to—

13 (1) acquire and use commercial weather data
14 to—

15 (A) support operational weather forecasting;
16 and

17 (B) enhance mission planning and execu-
18 tion wn data-sparse and contested environments;
19 (2) antegrate such commercial weather data and
20 related systems into meteorological and decision sup-
21 port frameworks of the Avr Force; and

22 (3) ensure resilience against adversarial ad-
23 vancements in space-based environmental monitoring.
24 (b) SUBMISSION 10O CONGRESS.—Not later than March

25 1, 2026, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submat to the
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1 congressional defense committees, with respect to the pro-

2 gram of record to be established under subsection (a), the

3 following:

4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22

(1) A transition plan for the adoption of such
program of record, including projected costs and
Junding requirements over the period covered by the
program objective memorandum process for fiscal
years 2027 through 2031.

(2) An acquisition strategy for such program of
record, including an outline of potential maiddle tier
of acquisition pathways or major capability acquisi-
tion pathways (as such term s defined in Depart-
ment of Defense Instruction 5000.85, titled “Major
Capability  Acquisition” and issued on August 6,
2020 (or successor instruction)).

(3) A budget justification for inclusion of such
program of record in the budget materials submaitted
by the Secretary of Defense to Congress in support of
the President’s annual budget request (submatted to
Congress pursuant to section 1105 of title 31, United
States Code) for fiscal year 2027, to secure sustained

Junding.
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SEC. 318. PILOT PROGRAM ON NAVY INSTALLATION NU-

CLEAR ENERGY.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Beginning not later
than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installa-
tions, and Environment shall carry out a ten-year pilot
program at one or more naval installations for the purpose
of determining how small modular reactors or mobile reac-
tors could be used—

(1) to meet the coastal installation energy needs
of the Navy during the ten-year period beginning on
the date of the enactment of this Act; and

(2) to inform the development of concepts for the
use of nuclear power facilities to support increased
enerqy security for Navy and Marine Corps installa-
tions.

(b) INSTALLATION PRIORITIZATION.—In  selecting
naval installations for the pilot program required by sub-
section (a), the Assistant Secretary of the Navy for Enerqy,
Installations, and Environment shall prioritize an installa-
tion that—

(1) has entered into, as of the date of the enact-
ment of this Act, a memorandum of agreement with
a private power provider to explore the use of a small
modular reactor or mobile reactor for installation en-
erqy requirements; and
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(2) contributes support to naval operational
Jorces in the mid-Atlantic region.

(¢) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIPS.—

(1) AVAILABLE INFRASTRUCTURE.—The Assist-
ant Secretary of the Navy for Energy, Installations,
and Environment may carry out the pilot program
required by subsection (a) by assessing and making
recommendations regarding how to make available the
Jacilities of a Navy or Marine Corps program selected
Jor participation in the pilot program.

(2) DATA CENTERS.—As part of the pilot pro-
gram, the Assistant Secretary shall evaluate and
make recommendations regarding how to make avail-
able Navy or Marine Corps facilities to co-locate data
centers with the assessed, representative small mod-
wlar reactors or mobile reactors.

(3) CONTRACTS.—The pilot program does not re-
quire the Secretary of the Navy to enter into any new
contract, such as an energy savings performance con-
tract.

(d) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) ANNUAL REPORT.—In each report submitted
under section 2925 of title 10, United States Code,
during the period beginning on the date that 1s one

year after the date of enactment of this Act and end-
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g on September 30, 2032, the Secretary of the Navy

shall wnclude, for the year covered by the report, each
of the following:

(A4) A five-year funding plan for all Navy
nuclear shore and installation power programs
for the Navy, including nuclear efforts provided
for an the context of the Navy Shore Energy Pro-
gram and any identified funding shortfalls.

(B) An dentification of authorities required
and remarning barriers to the provision of nu-
clear power from a military installation to civil-
an enerqgy grids.

(C) A review of lessons learned from related
efforts conducted by the other military depart-
ments, the Defense Innovation Unit, and any
other entities the Secretary considers relevant.

(D) An analysis of efforts taken by the
Navy to use nuclear power on Navy installations
to support data center power demands.

(E) Any other details the Secretary of the
Navy considers relevant.

(2) FINAL REPORT.—Upon conclusion of the
pilot program, the Secretary of the Navy shall submait
to the congressional defense committees a report that

wceludes, or include wn the report requived under sec-
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tion 2925 of title 10, Unated States Code, for the fis-

cal year during which the pilot program concludes,

the following:

(A4) An adentification of the funding that
would be required to convert the pilot program
to a program of record.

(B) An identification of all available fund-
mg provided in the budget of the Navy for the
fiscal year during which the report is submatted
Jor nuclear power at Navy and Marine Corps in-
stallations.

(¢) EARLY TERMINATION.—The Secretary of the Navy
may terminate the pilot program before the expiration of
the five-year period referred to in subsection (a) if the Sec-
retary provides notice of such early termination to the con-
gressional defense committees.

SEC. 319. PILOT PROGRAM TO INSTALL PROPANE-POWERED
GENERATORS AT A DOMESTIC DEFENSE IN-
DUSTRIAL BASE FACILITY.

(a) PROGRAM REQUIRED.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Enerqy, Installations and the En-
vironment shall carry out a pilot program under which the

Assistant Secretary shall install propane-powered genera-
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tors at an organic industrial base facility. Under the pilot

program, such generators shall—

(1) be used wn tandem with an on-site microgrid
e order to improve the resiliency and redundancy of
power generation at the facility; and

(2) be powered by conventional or renewable pro-
pane.

(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “macrogrid” has the meaning given
such term n section 641(b)(6) of the United States
Energy Storage Competitiveness Act of 2007 (42
URS.C. 17231(b)(6)).

(2) The term “propane” has the meaning given
such term in section 3(6) of the Propane Education
and Research Act of 1996 (15 U.S.C. 6402(6)).

(¢c) TERMINATION.—The authority to carry out the
pilot program under this section shall terminate on the date
that s five years after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

SEC. 320. STRATEGY TO ACCELERATE REMEDIATION OF
CONTAMINATION FROM PERFLUOROALKYL
SUBSTANCES AND POLYFLUOROALKYL SUB-
STANCES.

(a) STRATEGY.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
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submat to the congressional defense commattees a strategy
to accelerate the remediation efforts of the Department of
Defense with respect to contamination from perfluoroalkyl
substances or polyfluoroalkyl substances, which shall in-
clude—

(1) criteria  of the Department for the
prioritization of military installations and National
Guard facilities with respect to which such efforts are
planned or underway, based on relative risk to
human health, demonstrated environmental vmpact,
and proximity to any community affected, or at risk
of being affected, by such contamination;

(2) timelines for completing each phase of the
cleanup process under CERCLA with respect to such
contamination for each such malitary installation or
National Guard facility;

(3) a plan for deploying additional technologies,
personnel, or other resources to reduce delays to such
remediation efforts, including an identification of—

(A) the number of laboratories accredited by
the environmental laboratory accreditation pro-
gram of the Department to test for the presence
of perfluoroalkyl substances and polyfluoroalkyl

substances; and
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(B) the number of laboratories in the proc-
ess of being so accredited; and

(4) benchmarks for evaluating the performance of
each military department or Defense Agency with re-
spect to response efforts to address contamination
Jrom  perfluoroalkyl substances and polyfluoroalkyl
substances.

(b) PUBLIC DASHBOARD.—Not later than one year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall publish on a publicly accessible website of the Depart-
ment an online dashboard that provides information on the
actions of the Department, including each military depart-
ment, relating to contamination from perfluoroalkyl sub-
stances and polyfluoroalkyl substances. The dashboard shall
be updated on a semiannual basis and shall include a sum-
mary of—

(1) funding levels and expenditures relating to
response efforts to address such contamination,
dissagregated by each wmalitary installation or Na-
tional Guard facility with respect to which such ef-
Jorts are planned or underway;

(2) the status of response efforts to address such
contamination under the applicable phase of the
cleanup process under CERCLA, including the status

of any wterim removal actions, at each such site;
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1 (3) projected and actual timelines for the comple-
2 tion of remediation with respect to such contamina-
3 tion at each such site; and

4 (4) points of contact for community engagement.
5 (¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

6 (1) The terms “CERCLA”, “National Guard fa-
7 cility”, “removal”, and “response” have the meanings
8 gwen those terms wn section 2700 of title 10, United
9 States Code.
10 (2) The term “Defense Agency” has the meaning
11 gwen such term in section 101(a) of title 10, Unaited
12 States Code.
13 Subtitle C—Logistics and
14 Sustainment
15 SEC. 331. EXTENSION OF AUTHORIZATION OF DEPOT WORK-
16 ING CAPITAL FUNDS FOR UNSPECIFIED
17 MINOR MILITARY CONSTRUCTION.
18 Section 2208(u)(4) of title 10, United States Code, is

19 amended by striking “September 30, 20257 and inserting
20 “September 30, 2027
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SEC. 332. DESIGNATION OF SENIOR OFFICIALS RESPON-

SIBLE FOR INTEGRATION OF GLOBAL CON-
TESTED LOGISTICS POSTURE MANAGEMENT.
(a) DESIGNATION OF SENIOR MILITARY DEPARTMENT
OFFICIALS.—Chapter 131 of title 10, United States Code,
18 amended by adding at the end the following new section:
“§2229b. Responsibility for contested logistics posture
management
“(a) DESIGNATION OF RESPONSIBLE OFFICIAL—The
Chair of the Joint Chiefs of Staff shall designate the member
or employee of the Joint Staff with primary responsibility
Jor the core logistics capabilities of supply, maintenance op-
erations, prepositioned stocks, deployment and distribution,
health services support, engineering, logistics services, and
operational contract to serve as the official within the De-
partment with principal responsibility for the integration
of global contested logistics posture management across the
military departments. In carrying out such responsibility,
such official shall coordinate with the senior malitary de-
partment officials destgnated under subsection (c).
“(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The offictal  designated
under subsection (a) shall coordinate and deconflict the ac-
tivities of the military departments with respect to each of

the following:
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“(1) The locations of sites outside the continental
United States at which stocks of supplies and equip-
ment as well as the composition of those stocks.

“(2) The provision of adequate intra-theater sea
and avr capability to move material and personnel
throughout the theater.

“(3)  The monitoring and coordination of
resourcing decisions by the military departments in
support of operational plans and contingencies.

“(4) The identification of shortcomings in the
provision of resources identified in paragraphs (2)
and (3).

“(c¢) SENIOR MILITARY DEPARTMENT OFFICIALS.—(1)

Each secretary of a military department shall designate,
Sfrom among officials serving in the department, an official
to have principal responsibility for contested logistics pos-

ture management for that department.

“(2) Each senior official designated under paragraph

(1) shall be responsible for—

“(A) ensuring that the department concerned is
adequately prepared to provide coordinated logistics
support to the armed forces of that department in
contested environments outside the continental United

States, including by—
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“(1) establishing or arranging for access to
locations through which supplies and equipment
can be provided to such forces;
“(11) developing any necessary infrastruc-
ture; and
“(11) to the extent feasible, prepositioning
supplies and equipment at such locations; and
“(B) ensuring that the logistics capabilities de-
seribed wn subparagraph (A) meet the requirements of
the operational and contingency plans of such forces.
“(3) Each senior official designated under paragraph
(1) may designate an official of the malitary department
concerned to serve as a deputy to assist the senior official
e carrying out the responsibilities under this section.
“(d) CONTESTED LOGISTICS POSTURE STRATEGY.—
(1) The official designated under subsection (a), in coordi-
nation with each senior official designated under subsection
(b) and any other Department official identified by the Sec-
retary, shall develop and vmplement a strategy for carrying
out the responsibilities described in subsection (¢)(2).
“(2) The strategy required under paragraph (1) shall
wmcelude each of the following:
“(A) A description of—
“(1) the locations of sites outside the conti-

nental Unated States at which stocks of supplies
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and equipment are prepositioned as of the date
of the strateqy;

“(1n) the status and disposition of such
prepositioned stocks; and

“(i11) the operational or contingency plan
such stocks are intended to support.

“(B) An identification of—

“(1) any shortcomings associated with the
sites and prepositioned stocks described in sub-
paragraph (A) that must be addressed to opti-
mally  execute operational —and  contingency
plans; and

“(11) any additional sites, infrastructure, or
equipment that may be needed to address such
shortcomings and support such plans.

“(C) A description of any additional funding or
other resources required—

“(1) to address the shortcomings identified
under subparagraph (B)(v); and

“(11) to provide for the additional sites, in-
frastructure, and equipment identified under
subparagraph (B)(11).

“(D) A prioritized list of investment rec-
ommendations for each item described in subpara-

graph (C).
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“(E) An identification of each case in which the
malitary department concerned lacks the authority or
ability to access a location outside the United States
Jor purposes of providing logistics support as required
under operational and contingency plans, set forth
separately by location.

“(F) An assessment of any existing and projected
threats to sites outside the continental United States
that are expected to support such operational and
contingency plans.

“(3) The strategy required under paragraph (1) shall
cover the period of two years following the date of the strat-
eqy and shall be updated on an biennial basis.”.

(b) DEADLINE FOR DESIGNATION.—Not later than 90
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, each Sec-
retary of a military department shall make the designation
required under section 22290(b) of title 10, Unated States
Code, as added by subsection (a).

(¢) DEADLINE; REPORTS.—

(1) DEADLINE.—The development of the strategy
required under subsection (d) of section 2229b of title
10, United States Code, as added by subsection (a),
shall be completed by not later than Januwary 31,

2027.
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(2) INITIAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the official
designated under subsection (a) of such section 2229b
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
report that includes—

(A) the nmames of the officials designated
under subsection (b) of such section; and

(B) a plan for the completion of the develop-
ment of the strategy requived under subsection
(d) of such section.

(3) BIENNIAL INTERIM REPORTS.—During the
period beginning on the date of the submission of the
atial report under paragraph (2) and ending on the
date of the completion of the development of the strat-
eqy required under subsection (d) of such section
2229b, the official designated under subsection (a) of
such section shall submait to the congressional defense
committees semi-annual reports each of which shall
mclude—

(A) an update on the progress made toward
the completion of the development of the strategy;
and

(B) an assessment of the progress of the offi-
cial with respect to the responsibilities of the offi-

cial under subsection (b) of such section.
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SEC. 333. MODIFICATION OF MINIMUM CAPITAL INVEST-

MENT FOR CERTAIN DEPOTS OF DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE.

Section 2476(a)(1) of title 10, United States Code, s
amended by striking “the preceding three fiscal years” and
mserting “the preceding fiscal year, the current fiscal year,
and the estimated amount for the following fiscal year”.
SEC. 335. MODIFICATION TO ANNUAL REPORT ON NAVY

SHIPYARD INFRASTRUCTURE OPTIMIZATION
PROGRAM.

Section 355(¢)(2)(A) of the National Defense Author-
wzation Act for Fiscal Year 2022 (Public Law 117-81; 10
U.S.C. 8013 note) is amended by inserting “and the incor-
poration of digital infrastructure (including hardware, soft-
ware, and cloud storage) and platforms” before ; and”.
SEC. 336. STRATEGY TO IMPROVE INFRASTRUCTURE OF

CERTAIN DEPOTS OF THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE.

Section 359 of the National Defense Authorization Act
Jor Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116-92; 133 Stat. 1323;
10 U.S.C. 2476 note) is amended—

(1) by striking subsection (c); and
(2) by redesignating subsections (d) and (e) as

subsections (¢) and (d), respectively.
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SEC. 337. PILOT PROGRAM FOR ARSENAL WORKLOAD

SUSTAINMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later
than 90 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary of Defense shall establish a pilot program to
meentivize public-private partnerships at arsenals of the
Department of the Army, to be known as the “Arsenal

Workload Sustarnment Pilot Program™ (in this section re-

9 ferred to as the “pilot program”).

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(b) PRIORITIZATION.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot pro-
gram, the Secretary shall prioritize the award of a
contract to a non-public partner that will use a Gov-
ernment owned, Government controlled arsenal of the
Department of the Army.

(2) SELECTION.—The Secretary shall select to
participate in the pilot program non-public partners
that the Secretary determines demonstrate that the
performance of any work under the pilot program
shall be performed equally by employees of the De-
partment of Defense and the non-public partner.

(¢c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 90 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall issue
requlations to implement subsection (D).

(d) REPORT.—
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(1) SUBMISSION.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
report on the activities conducted under the pilot pro-
gram, ncluding a description of any operational
challenges identified in the course of such conduct.

(2) ELEMENTS.—The report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) A breakout, by relevant budget account,
of the workload achieved during the prior fiscal
year at each Government owned, Government
controlled arsenal of the Department of the Army
Jor which a contract was awarded under the
pilot program, whether directly or pursuant to
such contract.

(B) An assessment of relevant budget ac-
counts where any such arsenal may be used to
meet future procurement mneeds of the Depart-
ment of Defense, 1rrespective of cost.

(C) An outlook of expected workload at each
such arsenal during the period covered by the fu-
ture-years defense program submitted to Con-
gress under section 221 of title 10, Unated States
Code.
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(D) The capital investments required to be
made at each such arsenal to ensure compliance

and operational capacity.

(¢) TERMINATION—The authority to carry out the
pilot program shall terminate on the date that s five years
after the date of the establishment of the pilot program.

(f) NON-PUBLIC PARTNER DEFINED.—In this section,
the term “non-public partner” means an entity, individual,
unwversity, or nonprofit organization that is not part of the
United States Government.

SEC. 338. DEPOT-LEVEL MAINTENANCE COORDINATION IN
MULTINATIONAL EXERCISES.

(a) IN GENERAL—Fach year, the Secretary of the Avr
Force shall incorporate in at least one multinational exer-
cise conducted in the area of operations of the United States
Indo-Pacific Command—

(1) depot-level — maintenance,  repair, and
sustaimment considerations, including binational or
mulltinational planning sessions with covered nations
on—

(A) adentifiing opportunities to cooperate
on depot-level maintenance and repair i ways
that minimize transportation requirements in

such area of operations and determining the au-
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thorities nmecessary to deliver the necessary joint
capabilities;

(B) facilitating real-time coordination be-
tween the United States and covered nations to
maintaim munitions stock levels and resupply
routes in the such area of operations;

(C) mutual recognition of airworthiness and
maintenance certification between the United
States and covered nations; and

(D) emergency tabletop exercises, such as
when an awreraft of a covered nation breaks
down on United States territory, and vice versa,
m a contested logistics environment; and

(2) coordination with the Air Force Sustainment

Center, including the participation of representatives

(A) the United States Indo-Pacific Com-
mand;

(B) Unated States Avr Force Pacific;

(C) the United States Air Mobility Com-
mand; and

(D) the Air Force Sustainment Center.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

24 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Avr Force

25 shall submit to Congress a report summarizing the lessons
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learned from carrying out an exercise in accordance with
subsection (a) with respect to the Republic of Korea and
the Commonwealth of Australia. Such report shall include
each of the following:

(1) A lst of candidate systems for co-
sustainment with Korea and Australia.

(2) A list of depot-level repair workload opportu-
nities to undertake with Korea and Australia, includ-
g testing equipment or line replaceable units.

(3) Opportunities to incorporate Korean and
Australian industry partners in depot-level mainte-
nance repair activities, including through public-pri-
vate partnerships.

(4) An identification of any potential logistical
challenges that could arise with the host country, in-
cluding with respect to workforce, housing, and loca-
tion of workload.

(5) An identification of any potential 1mpedi-
ments 1nvolving intellectual property or data rights
between original equipment manufacturers and the
Department of the Awr Force or between the Depart-
ment of the Air Force and named partner countries.

(6) An identification of any potential 1mpedi-
ments related to the International Traffic in Arms

Regulations and related statutes.
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(7) Any additional recommendations to Congress
that would ease the facilitation of depot-level mainte-
nance repair partnerships with Korea and Australia,
meluding changes to existing status of forces agree-
ments.

(8) An analysis of current maintenance and re-
parr capabilities and gaps in the organic industrial
base of Korea and Australia.

(9) An assessment of the types of maintenance
and repavr activities (depot-level, preventative, correc-
twve) that may be most appropriate for partnership
with Korea and Australia.

(10) An assessment of how partnerships may
contribute to allied contingency operations, interoper-
ability, and regional posture resilience in the Indo-
Pacific region.

(11) A consideration of planning factors related
to the evolving force generation models, future-genera-
tion awreraft programs, deployment schedules, statu-
tory maintenance thresholds, and other relevant oper-
ational requirements of the Department of the Air
Force.

(¢) COVERED NATION DEFINED.—In this section, the

24 term “‘covered nation” means any of the following:

25

(1) The Commonwealth of Australia.
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(2) Canada.

(3) Japan.

(4) New Zealand.

(5) The Republic of Korea.

(6) The Unated Kingdom of Great Britain and
Northern Ireland.

(7) Any other nation designated a covered nation
Jor the purposes of this section by the Secretary of the
Air Force.

SEC. 339. MAINTENANCE INSPECTION CAPABILITIES AND
REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Subject to the requirements of
subsection (b), the Secretary of Defense shall ensure that
when the Department of Defense conducts maintenance of
aviation critical safety items and massion critical parts,
such maintenance—

(1) wncludes the use of a technical data require-
ment or organic or commercially available diagnostic
tool, 1f such a requirement or tool 1s required and
available; and

(2) 1s not conducted solely through visual inspec-
tion unless—

(A) no such requirement or tool is available;

or
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(B) only a visual inspection 1is required
under a technical data requirement.

(b) SUSTAINMENT.—The Secretary shall ensure that
the acquisition of appropriate technical data requirements
and diagnostic tools for the conduct of maintenance of avia-
tion critical safety items and mission critical parts are
planned as part of the sustainment of the systems con-
taining such items and parts.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “aviation critical safety item”
means any part, assembly, installation equipment,
launch equipment, recovery equipment, or support
equipment for an aireraft or aviation weapon system
the failure, malfunction, or absence of which could
cause—

(A) a catastrophic or critical failure result-
mg wn the loss of or serious damage to the air-
craft or weapon system;

(B) an unacceptable risk of personal injury
or loss of life; or

(C) an uncommanded engine shutdown that
Jeopardizes safety.

(2) The term “corrosion” means the deterioration

of a material or its properties, including non-metallic
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materials, due to a reaction of that material with the

chemical environment.

(3) The term “diagnostic tool” means a non-de-
structwe inspection tool capable of—

(A) detecting corrosion, cracks, component
damage, adhesion failure, and standard wear
and tear; and

(B) leveraging artificial intelligence and
machine learning to build a predictive mainte-
nance database when necessary to improve main-
taimability.

SEC. 340. JOINT STRIKE FIGHTER SUSTAINMENT.

(a) REQUIREMENTS.—By not later than September 30,
2028, the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of the Navy and the Secretary of the Air Force, shall
ensure that—

(1) sufficient wartime spares, support equip-
ment, and depot level capabilities are projected to be
available for the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter to—

(A) sustain K-35 Joint Strike Fighter oper-
ations for at least 90 days in the most stressing
operational plan required of each such Secretary;
and

(B) meet the fleet wide minimum readiness

targets established by each such Secretary; and
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1 (2) each K-35 Joint Strike Fighter contractor
2 has provided to the Secretary of the Navy or the Sec-
3 retary of the Awr Force, as applicable, and such Sec-
4 retary has validated as accurate, all information that
5 18 mecessary for the Department of Defense to success-
6 Jully complete the financial reporting and account-
7 ability requirements for F-35 property, including—
8 (A) the incorporation of information relat-
9 g to the management and reporting of Govern-
10 ment property that has been provided for con-
11 tractor performance, as defined and agreed wpon
12 i the contract entered into by the contractor;
13 and
14 (B) the remediation of all material weak-
15 nesses of the F-35 Joint Strike Fighter Program
16 identified in the Department of Defense Agency
17 Financial Report for Fiscal Year 2024 that are
18 within the control and responsibility of the con-
19 tractor.
20 (b) TREATMENT OF INDIVIDUAL CONTRACTS.—The in-
21 formation required under subsection (a)(2) may be provided

I\
\®}

on an mdwidual contract basis.
23 (¢) WAIVER.—The Secretary may waive a requirement

24 under subsection (a) if the Secretary—
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(1) determines that such waiver is in the na-
tional security interests of the United States; and

(2) provides to the congressional defense commit-
tees notice of such determination, which shall include
an identification of the concern of the Secretary, a re-
medial action plan, and a proposed timeline to meet
the requirements of such subsection.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than February 1, 2026, the
Secretary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretary of
the Navy and the Secretary of the Avr Force, shall submit
to the congressional defense commaittees a report on the I'-
35 Jownt Strike Fighter program that includes a description
of each of the following:

(1) The top scarce supply assets and plans to
reach sustainable supply positions by not later than
September 30, 2028.

(2) The readiness condition of afloat and deploy-
ment spares packages and efforts available to refresh
outdated supplies and spares.

(3) The fiscal programming, by fiscal year, nec-
essary to reduce deficient parts and depot capabilities
to meet the joint strike fighter planning targets by not
later than September 30, 2028.
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SEC. 341. MODERNIZATION OF ARMY ARSENALS.

(a) IN GENERAL—In order to accelerate the mod-
ernization of the organic industrial base of the Army and
to expand capacity across the munitions industrial base to
meet the munitions requirements of the Army, the Secretary
of the Army shall—

(1) assess existing Army facilities, as well as ex-
isting environmental permats, security arrangements,
and personnel, to identify facilities that could be used
or modified for the production of munitions; and

(2) wn identifying facilities under paragraph (1),
ensure that such facilities have enough property that
18 available and suitable for future industrial or tech-
nical development.

(b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1is the sense of Congress
that the Secretary should expedite the use or modification
of Army facilities to the fullest extent possible in order to
wmcerease the rate of production of munitions.

SEC. 342. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS TO REDUCE THE
NUMBER OF CIVILIAN PERSONNEL EM-
PLOYED AT PINE BLUFF ARSENAL, ARKAN-
SAS, AND RED RIVER ARMY DEPOT, TEXAS.
None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this

Act or otherwise made available for the Department of De-

fense for fiscal year 2026 may be used to reduce the number

of crvilian personnel employed at the Pine Bluff Arsenal,
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1 Arkansas, or Red River Army Depot, Texas, until the date

2 on which the Secretary of the Army—

3

© o 9 o W A
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(1) certifies to the congressional defense commit-
tees that such a reduction complies with—

(A) civilian personnel reduction limitations
required by section 2687 of title 10, United
States Code;

(B) the requirement under section 7532 of
title 10, United States Code, to have supplies
needed for the Department of the Army made in
factories or arsenals owned by the United States;
and

(C) overall limitations on depot-level main-
tenance and repair workload that may be per-
Jormed by mnon-Federal Government personnel
under a contract pursuant to section 2466 of
title 10, United States Code; and
(2) submits to the congressional defense commit-

tees a report that includes—

(A) a detailed cost analysis associated with
each of subparagraphs (A) through (C) of para-
graph (1);

(B) detailed estimates of the costs that will
be incurred if the Army moves the white phos-

phorus ammunition mission away from Pine
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Bluff Arsenal, including the cost and time asso-
ciated with acquiring the mnecessary environ-
mental permits; and
(C) current capability gaps within the
Army that could be filled through the Army or-
ganic idustrial base, including with respect to
s-UAR, battery technology, and brushless motors.
Subtitle D—Organizational Matters
SEC. 351. ESTABLISHMENT OF ARMY MUSEUM SYSTEM.
Chapter 775 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new section:
“§7715. Army museum system
“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of the Army shall
support a system of official Army museums within the
Unated States Army Center of Military History. Such sys-
tem shall include the National Museum of the United States
Army and may contain other musewms honoring individual
wmstallations, units, and branches, as designated by the Sec-
retary of the Army, that meet criteria established under sub-
section (b).
“(b) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of
the Army shall establish criteria for designating museums
of subsection (a) for inclusion in the Army musewm system.

Such eriteria shall include—
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1 “(1) historical significance to Army operations,
technology, or personnel;
“(2) public accessibility and educational out-
reach programs; and

“(3) alignment with the mission of the Army to

2
3
4
5
6 preserve its heritage.
7 “(c) CRITERIA FOR CLOSURE.—The Secretary of the
8 Army shall establish criteria for closing museuwms within
9 the Army museum system. If the Secretary decides to close
10 a musewm in such system, the Secretary shall submit to

11 Congress, not later than 90 days before the date on which

12 the museum closes, notice that includes—

13 “(1) a plan for the preservation, storage, or al-
14 ternate display of historical collections contained in
15 the museum;

16 “(2) how any issues relating to musewm per-
17 sonnel will be resolved;

18 “(3) an identification of any efforts to maintain
19 musewm operations through public-private partner-
20 ships; and

21 “(4) an analysis of the cost to transport, consoli-
22 date, and preserve the historical collections contained
23 m the museum.

24 “(d) FUNDING AND SUPPORT.—Consistent with appli-

25 cable law, the Secretary may enter into partnerships, in-
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cluding with nonprofit organizations, to enhance the finan-
cial sustaimability and public engagement of the musewms
wn the Army museum system.”.
SEC. 352. AUTHORIZATION TO MAINTAIN A LIBRARY IN THE
DEPARTMENT OF THE NAVY.
Chapter 803 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new section:
“§8030. Library
“(a) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of the Navy
may maintain wn the Department of the Navy a lLibrary
as a centralized nstitution dedicated to preserving,
curating, and providing access to historical records, tech-
nical documents, and educational resources pertinent to the
mission and heritage of the Navy.
“(b) MISSION.—The mission of a library maintained
under this section shall include—
“(1) collecting and preserving naval historical
records, manuscripts, artifacts, and publications;
“(2) supporting research, education, and train-
g for historians, the general public, and personnel
of the Department of the Navy;
“(3) enhancing the institutional knowledge and
operational readiness of the Navy through access to

technical, strategic, and doctrinal resources; and
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“(4) promoting public understanding of the con-
tributions of the Navy to national defense and mari-
time history.”.

SEC. 353. AUTHORIZATION TO MAINTAIN A NAVY ART GAL-
LERY.

Chapter 803 of title 10, United States Code, as amend-
ed by section 352, 1s further amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§8030A. Art gallery

“la) AUTHORIZATION—~—The Secretary of the Navy
may maintarn an art gallery to preserve, display, and pro-
mote artwork related to the history, heritage, and operations
of the Unated States Navy.

“(b) MISSION.—The mission of an art gallery main-
tarned under subsection (a) shall include—

“(1) to collect and exhibit artworks, including
paintings, drawings, and sculptures, that depict
naval operations, personnel, and significant historical
events;

“(2) to enhance the morale and welfare of Navy
personnel by celebrating their service through artistic
representation; and

“(3) to educate the public and preserve the cul-

tural legacy of the Navy for future generations.”.
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SEC. 354. ESTABLISHMENT OF UNITED STATES NAVY MU-

SEUM SYSTEM.

Chapter 861 of title 10, United States Code, 1is amend-
ed by inserting after section 8617 the following new section:
“§8617A. United States Navy Museum System

“la) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of the Navy shall
support a system of official Navy museuwms, which shall col-
lectively be known as the ‘United States Navy Museum Sys-
tem’. Such system shall include the following museums:

“(1) The National Museuwm of the United States
Navy.

“(2) The United States Naval Academy Museum.

“(3) The Naval War College Museum.

“(4) The Submarine Force Museum.

“(5) The National Naval Aviation Museum.

“(6) The USS Constitution Museum.

“(7) The Unated States Navy Seabee Museum.

“(8) The Puget Sound Navy Museum.

“(9) The Naval Undersea Museum.

“(10) The National Museum of the American
Sailor.

“(11) Such other museums as may be designated
by the Secretary of the Navy that meet criteria estab-
lished under subsection (D).

“(b) CRITERIA FOR DESIGNATION.—The Secretary of
the Navy shall establish criteria for designating museums
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other than museums identified wn paragraphs (1) through
(10) of subsection (a) for inclusion in the United States
Navy Museum System. Such criteria shall include—
“(1) historical significance to naval operations,
technology, or personnel;
“(2) public accessibility and educational out-
reach programs; and
“(3) alignment with the mission of the Navy to
preserve its heritage.

“(c) FUNDING AND SUPPORT.—Consistent with appli-
cable law, the Secretary may enter into partnerships, in-
cluding with nonprofit organizations, to enhance the finan-
cral sustaimability and public engagement of the museums
i the United States Museum System.”.

SEC. 355. ESTABLISHMENT OF CENTER FOR THE STUDY OF
THE NATIONAL GUARD.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Chapter 1 of title 32, United
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§ 116. Center for the Study of the National Guard

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense, in
coordination with the Chief of the National Guard Bureau,
shall establish a center, to be known as the ‘Center for the
Study of the National Guard’ at an appropriate academic

stitution that—
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1 “(1) maintains an established relationship with
2 the National Guard Bureau,

3 “(2) possesses a strong academic program in
4 malitary history; and

5 “(3) is situated in proximity to a major Na-
6 tional Guard installation.

7 “(b) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The Center for the Study of
8 the National Guard shall—

9 “(1) serve as the principal repository for histor-

10 weal documents, oral histories, and other records re-
11 lated to the National Guard;

12 “(2) conduct research, analysis, and educational
13 programs related to the history, evolution, and oper-
14 ational contributions of the National Guard;

15 “(3) facilitate outreach efforts to increase public
16 awareness of the role of the National Guard in na-
17 tional defense and domestic response operations; and
18 “(4) support the Department of Defense in shap-
19 g policy decisions and strategic planning related to
20 National Guard operations carried out under titles 10
21 and 32, United States Code.

22 “(c) COLLABORATION AND SUPPORT.—The Chief of the

23  National Guard Bureaw may—
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“(1) collaborate with the Center for the Study of

the National Guard in the collection, preservation,

and dissemination of National Guard history;

“(2) provide historical documents, records, and
resources to support the research and archival efforts
of the Center; and

“(3) facilitate joint initiatives between the Na-
tional Guard Bureaw and the Center to enhance his-
torical preservation, education, and public awareness.
“(d) PUBLIC-PRIVATE PARTNERSHIP.—The Secretary

of Defense shall seek to establish and maintain the Center
Jor the Study of the National Guard as a public-private
partnership to minimize costs to the Federal Government.”.

(b) DEADLINE FOR ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary
of Defense shall establish the Center for the Study of the
National Guard required under section 116 of title 32,
United States Code, as added by subsection (a), by not later
than the date that is 180 days after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

(¢) CONGRESSIONAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one
year after the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall provide to the congressional defense commit-
tees a briefing that includes—

(1) a description of the selection of the academic

wstitution where the Center for the Study of the Na-
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tonal Guard required under section 116 of title 32,

United States Code, as added by subsection (a), s lo-

cated;

(2) an identification of the status of the estab-
lishment and initial operations of the Center;

(3) a description of any ongoing efforts between
the National Guard Bureaw and the Center; and

(4) the recommendations of the Secretary to en-
hance the preservation and study of National Guard
history.

SEC. 356. RECOGNITION OF CERTAIN ASPECTS OF THE NA-
TIONAL NAVY UDT-SEAL MUSEUM IN FORT
PIERCE, FLORIDA, AS A NATIONAL MEMORIAL,
NATIONAL MEMORIAL GARDEN, AND NA-
TIONAL K9 MEMORIAL.

The Secretary of the Navy shall recognize the National
Navy SEAL Museum Memorial, the Memorial Garden and
Living Beach, and the Naval Special Warfare K9 Memorial
of the National Navy UDT-SEAL Museum, located at 3300
North Highway A1A, North Hutchinson Island, in Fort
Pierce, Florida, as a national memorial, national memorial
garden, and national K9 memorial, respectively, of the

Navy SEALs.
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Subtitle E—Studies, Reports, and

Briefings

SEC. 361. ASSESSMENTS AND PLAN FOR INCREASING AC-

CESS TO NUTRITIOUS FOOD ON MILITARY IN-
STALLATIONS.
(a) ASSESSMENTS.—
(1) REQUIREMENT.—Chapter 23 of title 10,
Unated States Code, 1s amended by inserting after sec-

tion 488 the following new section:

“§$489. Biennial assessments on nuitrition standards

of military departments
“On a biennial basis, the Secretary of Defense shall—

“(1) conduct an assessment of the nutrition
standards of each military department, including by
reviewing any nutrition program or related policy of
that military department, and the extent to which
such standards are reflected wn the food options acces-
sible to members of the armed forces at the military
wmstallations of that malitary department;

“(2) submit a report containing the results of
such assessment to the Committees on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives and the Senate; and

“(3) publish such report on a publicly available

website of the Department of Defense.”.
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(2) FIRST REPORT.—Not later than December 1,
2026, the Secretary of Defense shall submait to the
Committees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate, and publish on a pub-
licly available website of the Department of Defense,
the first report required under section 489 of title 10,
Unated States Code, as added by paragraph (1).

(b) PLAN.—

(1) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under
Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness and
the Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustarnment, in coordination with the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Affairs
and such other entities as the Secretary of Defense de-
termines appropriate, shall jointly submit to the
Commattees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and the Senate and publish on a publicly
available website of the Department of Defense a plan
to increase access to nutritious food on military in-
stallations, consistent with recommendations included
i the report of the Government Accountability Office
titled “DOD Food Program: Additional Actions Need-

ed to Implement, Oversee, and Evaluate Nutrition Ef-
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forts for Service Members”, and dated June 24, 2024

(GAO-24—-106155).

(2) ELEMENTS.—The plan under paragraph (1)
shall include a strateqy developed by the Assistant
Secretary of Defense for Manpower and Reserve Af-
Jairs for increasing nutritious menu options at venues
that arve located on malitary installations, offer food
services to members of the Armed Forces, and are not
Junded with appropriated amounts (referred to in the
report  specified in  such paragraph as “non-
appropriated fund food venues”).

SEC. 362. QUARTERLY REPORTS ON MUNITIONS RESPONSE
PROJECTS AT SITES FORMERLY USED BY THE
DEPARTMENT OF DEFENSE.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 30 days after the
last day of each fiscal quarter that begins after the date
of the enactment of this Act, until the termination date
specified in subsection (c), the Secretary of the Army, acting
through the Commanding General of the United States
Army Corps of Engineers, shall submat to the congressional
defense committees a report on the status of munitions re-
sponse projects at sites formerly used by the Department

of Defense.
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(b) ELEMENTS.—Each report submitted under sub-

section (a) shall include, for the quarter covered by the re-

port, the following information:

(1) The number of new task order awards for
munitions response projects at sites formerly used by
the Department of Defense issued and the total dollar
value of such awards.

(2) The number of optional tasks exercised as
part of such projects and the total dollar value of such
exercised tasks.

(3) The number of contract modifications or re-
quests for equitable adjustment issued as part of such
projects and the total dollar value of such modifica-
tions and adjustments.

(4) The number of task orders for such projects
with expiring funds and the total value of any associ-
ated deobligations.

(5) The number of active munitions response
projects at such sites and the contract phase of each
project, including whether the project is in the reme-
dial mmvestigation, feasibility study, proposed plan, or
decision document or record of decision phase.

(6) The number of active such projects placed on
hold and, for each such project, a summary of the rea-

son for the hold, wncluding delays related to regu-
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latory agencies, rights-of-entry issues, Federal land

manager actions, or discrepancies in the number of

subsurface anomalies between the statement of work
and field conditions.

(¢c) TERMINATION DATE.—The termination date speci-
fied in this subsection is the date that s five years after
the date of the enactment of this Act.

SEC. 363. REPORT ON CAUSES AND EFFECTS OF DECLINING
AIRCRAFT READINESS RATES.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than May 31,
2020, the Secretary of the Air Force shall submit to the
Commattees on Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a report on the declining rates of avr-
craft readiness within the fleet of the Aiwr Force (with an
emphasis on fighter aircraft within such fleet) and factors
contributing to that decline. Such report shall include, with
respect to such avreraft, the following:

(1) A review of mission capability rates over the

Jive fiscal years preceding the date of the submission

of the report, including an assessment of key factors

contributing to any decline in such rates, such as
maintenance backlogs, shortages i avrcraft parts, or
depot capacity constraints.

(2) An analysis of the manner and extent to

which reductions to the flying hours program of the
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Awr Force or gaps in funding for weapon system
sustarnment activities may have contributed to lower
sortie gemeration, increased aireraft downtime, and
declining rates of arrcraft readiness i general.

(3) An assessment of how personnel and units of
the Awr Force communicate aircraft status for oper-
ations and maintenance purposes, including any dis-
crepancies between pilot debriefs, maintenance write-
ups, and data recorded in the Defense Readiness Re-
porting System of the Department of Defense.

(4) An assessment of how high-tempo rotational
deployments strain the availability of aircraft, accel-
erate the degradation of avrcraft, and affect the long-
term readiness of the fleet.

(5) An analysis of how low rates of aircraft
readiness negatively affect the traiming and readiness
of mew fighter pilots, including by limiting training
opportunities, reducing instructor availability, and
generating operational shortfalls.

(6) Proposed actions to reverse the declining
rates of avrcraft readiness, improve the effectiveness of
arvreraft sustainment, and ensure more accurate readi-
ness reporting, including any recommendations for

relevant legislative actions.
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1 (b) Form.—The report required by paragraph (1)
2 shall be submitted in unclassified form, but may include
3 a classified annex.

4 SEC. 364. DRIVER SIMULATORS IN MILITARY VEHICLES.

5 (a) FINDINGS.—Congress makes the following findings:
6 (1) The report of the Government Accountability
7 Office titled “Military Vehicles: Army and Marine
8 Corps Should Take Additional Actions to Mitigate
9 and Prevent Training Accidents” (GAO-21-361) stat-
10 ed, “Driver inattentiveness, lapses in supervision, and
11 lack of traiming were among the most common causes
12 of these accidents, according to GAO analysis of
13 Army and Marine Corps data.”

14 (2) Such vreport further determined that the
15 Army and Marine Corps, “have not developed a well-
16 defined process with performance criteria and meas-
17 urable standards to train their tactical vehicle drivers
18 Jrom basic qualifications to proficiency in diverse
19 driving conditions, such as driving at night or over
20 varied terrain.”
21 (b) SENSE OF CONGRESS.—It 1is the sense of Congress
22 that—
23 (1) acquisition program baseline budget requests
24 submitted in the budget submission of the President
25 Jor manned military ground wvehicles should include
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1 Junding specifically allocated to the development, pro-
2 curement, fielding, and sustainment of driver train-
3 g simulators with sufficient fidelity to provide accu-
4 rate visual, auwditory, haptic, tactile, and vestibular
5 stimulation to the trainee learning to operate the ve-
6 hicle; and
7 (2) driver training simulators should be—
8 (A) incorporated into the lifecycle support
9 Jor ground vehicles and should adequately simu-
10 late all of the environmental conditions in which
11 drivers will be required to operate military
12 ground vehicles in support of the tactical concept
13 of employment of those vehicles;
14 (B) available for both initial entry level
15 driver training and for periodic sustainment
16 travming of malitary vehicle drivers; and
17 (C) available for each vehicle type in suffi-
18 cient enough numbers at each military installa-
19 tion to support driver training for the number of
20 licensed drivers at the installation until such ve-
21 hicle type is removed from service.
22 (¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than March 1,

23 2026, the Secretary of the Army and the Secretary of the
24 Navy shall jointly submat to the congressional defense com-

25 mattees a report containing an assessment of fielded mali-
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tary vehicle programs for which no driver simulator has
been fielded to support the vehicle fleet. Such report shall
mcelude an updated cost analysis requirement document
that includes necessary programming for driver simulators
and a phasing plan for the procurement and fielding of
driver simulators.
Subtitle F—Other Matters
SEC. 371. AUTHORITY TO EVACUATE FAMILY PETS AND
CONTRACT WORKING DOGS DURING NON-
COMBATANT EVACUATIONS OF FOREIGN
COUNTRIES.
Section 2387 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

«<

(1) in the section heading, by striking “: re-
quirement to transfer animals to 341st
Training Squadron after service life”;

(2) in the heading for subsection (a), by striking
“IN GENERAL” and inserting “REQUIREMENT TO
TRANSFER”;

(3) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
(d); and

(4) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection (c):

“(c¢) AUTHORITY TO KEVACUATE.—(1) Subject to the

Limatations under paragraph (2), in the event of a situation
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during which the Department of Defense evacuates non-
combatants from a foreign country, the Secretary of Defense
may enter into agreements with appropriate nonprofit enti-
ties under which such entities provide for the evacuation
of—

“(A) the famaly pets of citizens of the Unated
States who are evacuated by the Department; and

“(B) contract working dogs located in such coun-
try.

“(2) The limitations under this paragraph are as fol-
lows:

“(A) The Department of Defense is not respon-
sible for providing veterinary cave for a family pet or
contract working dog by reason of the evacuation of
the pet or dog pursuant to paragraph (1).

“(B) The Secretary may not exercise the author-
ity under paragraph (1) if the exercise of such au-
thority would result in a reduction in the number of
mdiwviduals who would otherwise be evacuated.”.

SEC. 372. MANNED ROTARY WING AIRCRAFT SAFETY.
Chapter 157 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new section:
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“§2653. Aircraft safety: requirements for highly traf-

ficked domestic airspace
“la) LIMITATION ON OPERATION.—Notwithstanding
section 1046 of the John S. McCain National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2019 (Public Law 115-232,
49 U.S.C. 40101 note), except as provided in subsection (b),
the Secretary of a military department may not authorize

any manned rotary wing avrcraft of the Department of De-

fense to operate a traiming mission i a highly trafficked

domestic arrspace unless such aireraft, while being operated,
18 actively providing warning to nearby commercial air-
craft, in a manner compatible with the traffic alert and
collision avoidance system of such commercial arvrcraft, of
the proximity of the Department of Defense aircraft.

“(b) WArvEr AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of a mili-
tary department, with the concurrence of the Secretary of
Transportation, may waive the limitation under subsection
(a) with respect to the operation of an aircraft if the Sec-
retary determines that—

“(1) such waiver is in the national security in-
terests of the United States; and

“(2) a commercial aviation compatibility risk
assessment has been conducted with respect to the op-
eration of the aircraft pursuant to the waiver to maiti-

gate the risk associated with such operation.
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“(c) LIMITATION ON DELEGATION.—The Secretary of
a military department may not delegate the wairver author-
vty under subsection (b) to an official whose rank 1is below
a general or flag officer.

“(d) DEFINITION OF HIGHLY TRAFFICKED DOMESTIC
AIRSPACE.—The term ‘highly trafficked domestic airspace’
means—

“(1) the Washington, DC Metropolitan Area Spe-
cial Flight Rules Area, as such term s defined in sec-
tion 93.335 of title 14, Code of Federal Regulations,
or any successor requlation; or

“(2) an area surrounding class B, C, or D air-
space of a commercial service airport, as such term
1s defined in section 47102 of title 49.”.

SEC. 373. INCLUSION OF TERRITORIES IN CERTAIN INTER-
GOVERNMENTAL SUPPORT AGREEMENTS FOR
INSTALLATION-SUPPORT SERVICES.

Section 2679(f)(3) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) by striking “and” before “the United States
Virgin Islands™; and

(2) by wnserting “the State of Yap of the Fed-
erated States of Micronesia, and the Republic of

Palaw,” after “Virgin Islands,”.
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SEC. 374. TRANSPORTATION OF DOMESTIC ANIMALS BY

FOREIGN AIR CARRIER.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Notwithstanding subsections (a)
and (c) of section 40118 of title 49, United States Code,
the Secretary of Defense is authorized to pay for the trans-
portation by a foreign air carrier of Department of Defense
personnel and any in-cabin or accompanying checked bag-
gage or cargo if—

(1) no avr carrier holding a certificate under sec-
tion 41102 of such title 49 1s willing and able to
transport up to 3 domestic animals accompanying
such Federal personnel; and

(2) the transportation is from a place—

(A) outside the United States to a place in
the United States;

(B) in the United States to a place outside
the Unated States; or

(C) outside the United States to another
place outside the United States.

(b) LIMITATION.—An amount pard pursuant to sub-

section (a) for transportation by a foreign carrier may not
be greater than the amount that would otherwise have been
paid had the transportation been on an air carrier holding
a certificate under section 41102 had that carrier been unll-
g and able to provide such transportation. If the amount

that would otherwise have been paid to such an air carrier
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18 less than the cost of transportation on the applicable for-
eign carrier, the Department personnel may pay the dif-
ference of such amount.

(¢c) DOMESTIC ANIMAL DEFINED.—In this section, the
term “domestic animal” means a dog or a cat.

SEC. 375. ADJUSTMENT AND DIVERSIFICATION ASSISTANCE
FOR STATE AND LOCAL GOVERNMENTS AF-
FECTED BY ARMY TRANSFORMATION INITIA-
TIVE.

(a) PROVISION OF ASSISTANCE.—Beginning not later
than 30 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,
subject to the availability of appropriations for such pur-
pose, the Secretary of Defense may provide adjustment and
dwversification assistance, pursuant to section 2391(b) of
title 10, United States Code, to State and local governments
affected by the actions taken under the Army Trans-
Jormation Initiative with respect to—

(1) Red River Army Depot, Texas;

(2) Pine Bluff Arsenal, Arkansas; and

(3) such other Army installations as are identi-
fied by the Secretary.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 60 days after the date
of the enactment of the Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the congressional defense commattees a report that

mcludes—
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(1) an identification of the amount of adjust-
ment and dwversification assistance anticipated to be
provided during fiscal year 2026 to State and local
governments for each Army installation; and

(2) an identification of options to address any
capability gaps of the Army that could be filled
through the Army organic industrial base.

SEC. 376. AVAILABILITY OF MILK AT DINING FACILITIES ON
MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that milk is available to members of the Armed Forces
at dining facilities on military installations.

(b) PrRoHIBITION.—The Secretary may not, to carry
out this section, purchase mailk from an entity owned or
controlled by a forewgn adversary, as determined by the Sec-
retary of Commerce under section 7.4 of title 15, Code of
Federal Regulations (or any successor requlation).

(¢) DEFINITION OF MILK.—In this section, the term
“malk” has the meaning given such term in section 133.3
of title 21, Code of Federal Regulations (or any Successor
requlation) and includes fluid or powdered milk.

SEC. 377. MINIMUM STANDARDS FOR MILITARY WORKING
DOG KENNELS AND FACILITIES.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF MINIMUM STANDARDS.—Not

later than 180 days after the date of the enactment of this
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Act, the Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Sec-
retary of each military department, veterinary experts, and
military working dog program managers, shall establish
and implement minimum standards for kennels and other
facilities used to house military working dogs. Such min-

vmum standards shall include each of the following:

(1) Requirements for space and design to ensure
each military working dog has sufficient space to
stand, turn around, lie down comfortably, and engage
e natural behaviors.

(2) Standards for environmental conditions to
ensure adequate ventilation, temperature control, and
protection from extreme weather conditions.

(3) Standards for sanitation and hygiene to en-
sure kennels and other facilities can be easily cleaned
and disinfected.

(4) Requirements related to safety and security
to prevent military working dogs from escaping and
being wmjured and preventing access to kennels and
other facilities by unauthorized individuals.

(5) Standards for access to veterinary care to ad-
dress the routine and emergency medical care needs of
military working dogs, either at a military veteri-
nary treatment facility or through sufficient on-site

veterinary capabilities.
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(6) Requirements related to daily access to exer-
cise areas.

(7) Required annual inspections to ensure com-
pliance with such standards.

(8) Such other standards and requirements as
the Secretary of Defense determines are appropriate.
(b) IMPLEMENTATION AND COMPLIANCE.—

(1) EXISTING FACILITIES.—

(A) ASSESSMENT.—Not later than one year
after the date of the establishment of the stand-
ards required under subsection (a), the Secretary
of Defense, acting through the Executive Agent
Jor the Department of Defense Military Working
Dog Program, shall ensure that each kennel and
other facility wused to house military working
dogs under the jurisdiction of the Department of
Defense are assessed to determine the extent to
which such kennels and facilities are in compli-
ance with such standards.

(B) MODIFICATION.—Not later than three
years after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Secretary, acting through the Executive
Agent, shall ensure that each such kennel and fa-
cility 1s modified to the extent required to com-

ply with such standards.
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(2) NEW FACILITIES.—The Secretary, acting
through the Executive Agent, shall ensure that any
kennel or other facility used to house military work-
mg dogs under the jurisdiction of the Department
that s constructed or renovated after the date of en-
actment of this Act is in compliance with such stand-
ards before such kennel or facility 1s used to house
such a malitary working dog.

(¢c) WAIVER AUTHORITY.—The Secretary of Defense
may wawe a specific requirement or standard developed
under subsection (a), on a case-by-case basis, if the Sec-
retary determines that such a waiver is required to provide
Jor a temporary deployment or exigent circumstances. The
Secretary may not issue a warver under this subsection un-
less the Secretary—

(1) provides for the implementation of alter-
native measures to ensure the welfare of any dogs af-
fected by the warver; and

(2) submats to the Committees on Armed Services
of the Senate and House of Representatives a report
containing notice of the wawver, a justification for
such waiwver, and a description of the alternative

measures provided under paragraph (1).
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1 SEC. 378. RESTROOM ACCESS AT MILITARY INSTALLATIONS

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21

FOR CERTAIN TRANSPORTATION SERVICE
PROVIDERS.

(a) RESTROOM ACCESS.—The Secretary of Defense

shall take such steps as may be necessary to ensure that,

with respect to each covered location, there 1s a restroom—

(1) located at or in close proximity to the cov-
ered location;

(2) to which any covered driver, while providing
a transportation protective service involving the
transport of sensitive cargo to or from the covered lo-
cation on behalf of the Department of Defense, is au-
thorized access;

(3) that to the extent practicable, provides for
privacy, hand washing, accessibility, and gender-spe-
cific needs; and

(4) in the case of a portable restroom, that is
vented and equipped with adequate lLighting (which
may be achieved through supplementation with «a
temporary lighting source, as necessary).

(b) LocATION—The location of a restroom under sub-

22 section (a)(1) may not be a location to which access by the

23
24
25

covered driver would result i1n—

(1) a security risk, as determined by the Sec-

retary;
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(2) a health or safety risk to the covered driver;

or
(3) a violation of any other requlation or policy
of the Department.

(¢c) NOTIFICATION OF NONCOMPLIANCE.—In carrying

out subsection (a), the Secretary shall—

(1) establish a process by which a covered driver
may provide to the Secretary timely notification of
any covered location with respect to which access to
a restroom is not provided consistent with such sub-
section; and

(2) upon recewving such a notification, coordi-
nate with the commander of the mailitary installation
concerned or other appropriate officer or employee of
the Department to ensure such access is provided.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The terms “arms, ammunition, and explo-
swes”, “safe haven”, “secure holding area”, “‘secure
holding location”, and “transportation protective
service” have the meanings given those terms in the
publication of the Military Surface Deployment and
Distribution Command of the Department of Defense
tssued October 4, 2024, and titled “Military Freight
Traffic Unified Rules Publication-1 (MFTURP-1)”,

or any successor thereto.
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(2) The term “commercial motor vehicle” has the
meaning given that term in section 31101 of title 49,
United States Code.

(3) The term “‘covered driver” means an operator
of a commercial motor vehicle—

(A) authorized to provide a transportation
protective service on behalf of the Department of
Defense; and

(B) subject to requirements for qualifica-
twons and maximum hours of service under sec-
tion 31502(b) of title 49, Unated States Code.

(4) The term “covered location” means a safe
haven, secure holding area, or secure holding location
at a malitary installation or other facility of the De-
partment of Defense.

(5) The terms ‘“facility” and “military installa-
tion” have the meanings given those terms in section
2801(c) of title 10, Unated States Code.

(6) The term “sensitive cargo” means—

(A) arms, ammunition, and explosives;

(B) classified material; or

(C) any other cargo, or category thereof, the
Secretary of Defense determines sensitive for pur-

poses of this section.
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SEC. 379. REGULATIONS APPLICABLE TO WEARING OP-

TIONAL COMBAT BOOTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than two years after the
date of the enactment of this section, the Secretary of De-
fense shall issue regulations to prohibit any member of the
Armed Forces from wearing optional combat boots as part
of a required uniform unless the optional combat boots are
entirely manufactured in the United States and entirely
made of—

(1) materials grown, reprocessed, reused, or pro-
duced in the United States; and

(2) components that are manufactured entirely
wm the United States and entirely made of materials

described in paragraph (1).

(b) WAIVER.—The requirements of subsection (a) may
be warved if a member of the Armed Forces provides a med-
weal justification authorized by the commanding officer of
such member to wear optional combat boots as part of a
required uniform.

(¢c) EXCEPTION.—The requirements of subsection (a)
shall not apply to a member of the Armed Forces within
a combat arms military occupational specialty who s in
a deployed status.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “optional combat boots”, with re-

spect to a member of the Armed Forces, means combat
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1 boots not furnished to such member of the Armed
Forces by the Secretary of Defense.

(2) The term “required uniform” means a uni-

Jorm a member of the Armed Forces is required to

wear as a member of the Armed Forces.

2
3
4
5
6 SEC. 380. INITIATIVE TO CONTROL SPREAD OF GREATER
7 BANDED HORNET IN GUAM.

8 (a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
9 hance efforts to manage, control, and interdict the greater
10 banded hornet on military installations in Guam.

11 (b) AUTHORIZED AcTIVITIES.—The efforts required

12 under subsection (a) shall include the following:

13 (1) Carrying out science-based management and
14 control programs to reduce the effect of the greater
15 banded hornet on military installations and to pre-
16 vent the introduction or spread of the greater banded
17 hornet to areas where such hornet has not yet been es-
18 tablished.

19 (2) Providing support for interagency and inter-
20 governmental response efforts to control, interdict,
21 monator, and eradicate the greater banded hornet on
22 malitary installations in Guam.

23 (3) Pursuing chemical, biological, and other con-
24 trol techniques, technology transfer, and best practices
25 to support management, control, interdiction and,
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where possible, eradication of the greater banded hor-

net in Guam.

(4) Establishing an early detection and rapid re-
sponse mechanism to monitor and deploy coordinated
efforts if the greater banded hornet, or an other newly
detected imvasive alien species, is detected at new sites
on military installations in Guam.

(5) Carrying out such other activities as the Sec-
retary determines appropriate to manage, control,
and nterdict the greater banded hornet on malitary
mstallations in Guam.

(¢) ANNUAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and annually
thereafter for each of the next three years, the Assistant Sec-
retary of the Navy for Energy, Installations, and Environ-
ment shall provide to the Committees on Armed Services
of the House of Representatives and the Senate a briefing
on the implementation of this section, which shall include
detailed information about the efforts of the Secretary to
manage, control, and interdict the greater banded hornet
on military installations in Guam.

SEC. 381. LIMITATION ON USE OF FUNDS FOR ARMY INITIAL
ENTRY ROTARY WING TRAINING.
None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this

Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for the
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1 Army may be obligated or expended for the Next Generation

2 Initial Entry Rotary Wing training program (Flight

3 School Next) at Fort Novosel, Alabama, until—

4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) the Secretary of the Army submits to the
Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives a business case analysis that
mcludes an analysis of the Army initial entry rotary
wing traiming currently provided at Fort Novosel,
Alabama, and options for changing such training in
order to wncrease the quality of the training, reduce
costs, and gain efficiencies; and

(2) the Secretary provides to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a briefing on the business case analysis

submatted under paragraph (1).

TITLE IV—MILITARY PERSONNLEL

AUTHORIZATIONS
Subtitle A—Active Forces

SEC. 401. END STRENGTHS FOR ACTIVE FORCES.

The Armed Forces are authorized strengths for active

duty personnel as of September 30, 2026, as follows:

(1) The Army, 454,000.
(2) The Navy, 344,600.
(3) The Marine Corps, 172,300.

(4) The Avr Force, 321,500.
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1 (5) The Space Force, 10,400.

2 Subtitle B—Reserve Forces

3 SEC. 411. END STRENGTHS FOR SELECTED RESERVE.

4 (a) IN GENERAL—The Armed Forces are authorized
S strengths for Selected Reserve personnel of the reserve com-
6 ponents as of September 30, 2026, as follows:

7 (1) The Army National Guard of the United
8 States, 328,000.

9 (2) The Army Reserve, 172,000.
10 (3) The Navy Reserve, 57,500.
11 (4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 33,600.
12 (5) The Awr National Guard of the Unaited
13 States, 106,300.

14 (6) The Awr Force Reserve, 67,500.

15 (7) The Coast Guard Reserve, 8,500.

16 (b) END STRENGTH REDUCTIONS.—The end strengths

17 prescribed by subsection (a) for the Selected Reserve of any

18 reserve component shall be proportionately reduced by—

19 (1) the total authorized strength of units orga-
20 nized to serve as units of the Selected Reserve of such
21 component which are on actie duty (other than for
22 training) at the end of the fiscal year; and

23 (2) the total number of individual members not
24 m units organized to serve as units of the Selected
25 Reserve of such component who are on active duty
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(other than for training or for unsatisfactory partici-

pation in training) without their consent at the end

of the fiscal year.

(¢) END STRENGTH INCREASES.—Whenever units or
mdiwvidual members of the Selected Reserve of any reserve
component are released from active duty during any fiscal
year, the end strength prescribed for such fiscal year for
the Selected Reserve of such reserve component shall be in-
creased proportionately by the total authorized strengths of
such units and by the total number of such imndividual mem-
bers.

SEC. 412. END STRENGTHS FOR RESERVES ON ACTIVE
DUTY IN SUPPORT OF THE RESERVES.

Within the end strengths prescribed in section 411(a),
the reserve components of the Armed Forces are authorized,
as of September 30, 2026, the following number of Reserves
to be serving on full-time active duty or full-time duty, in
the case of members of the National Guard, for the purpose
of organizing, administering, recruiting, nstructing, or
training the reserve components:

(1) The Army National Guard of the Unated

States, 30,845.

(2) The Army Reserve, 16,511.
(3) The Navy Reserve, 10,409.

(4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 2,400.
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(5) The Awr National Guard of the Unaited

States, 25,171.

(6) The Avwr Force Reserve, 6,218.

SEC. 413. END STRENGTHS FOR MILITARY TECHNICIANS
(DUAL STATUS).

The minimum number of military technicians (dual
status) as of the last day of fiscal year 2026 for the reserve
components of the Army and the Awr Force (notwith-
standing section 129 of title 10, United States Code) shall
be the following:

(1) For the Army National Guard of the United

States, 21,294.

(2) For the Army Reserve, 6,258.
(3) For the Air National Guard of the United

States, 10,405.

(4) For the Air Force Reserve, 6,455.

SEC. 414. MAXIMUM NUMBER OF RESERVE PERSONNEL AU-
THORIZED TO BE ON ACTIVE DUTY FOR
OPERATIONAL SUPPORT.

During fiscal year 2020, the maximum number of
members of the reserve components of the Armed Forces who
may be serving at any time on full-time operational sup-
port duty under section 115(b) of title 10, United States

Code, s the following:
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1 (1) The Army National Guard of the Unated

2 States, 17,000.

3 (2) The Army Reserve, 13,000.

4 (3) The Navy Reserve, 6,200.

5 (4) The Marine Corps Reserve, 3,000.

6 (5) The Awr National Guard of the Unated

7 States, 16,000.

8 (6) The Awr Force Reserve, 14,000.

O SEC. 415. EXCLUDING MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD
10 PERFORMING CERTAIN DUTY FROM COUNT-
11 ING FOR ACTIVE-DUTY END STRENGTHS.

12 Section 115(1) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is

13 amended by adding at the end the following new paragraph:

14 “(14) Members of the National Guard on active
15 duty or full-time National Guard duty for the pur-
16 pose of supporting military intelligence operations
17 under section 12301(d) of this title.”.

18 Subtitle C—Authorization of

19 Appropriations; Reports

20 SEC. 421. MILITARY PERSONNEL.

21 (a) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Funds are
22 hereby authorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2026
23 for the use of the Armed Forces and other activities and

24 agencies of the Department of Defense for expenses, not oth-
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erwise provided for, for military personnel, as specified in
the funding table in section 4401.

(b) CONSTRUCTION OF AUTHORIZATION.—The author-
wzation of appropriations in the subsection (a) supersedes
any other authorization of appropriations (definite or in-
definite) for such purpose for fiscal year 2026.

SEC. 422. STREAMLINING OF TOTAL FORCE REPORTING RE-
QUIREMENTS.

(a) REPEAL OF ANNUAL REPORT ON MILITARY TECH-
NICIANS.—RSection 115a of title 10, Unated States Code, is
amended by striking subsection (g).

(b) INCORPORATION OF ANNUAL CIVILIAN PERSONNEL
MANAGEMENT REPORT INTO ANNUAL DEFENSE MANPOWER
PRrOFILE REPORT.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Such section 1is further
amended—
(A) by redesignating subsections (d) through
(f) as subsections (e) through (g), respectively;
and
(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

“(d)(1) The Secretary shall include in each report

under subsection (a) a detailed discussion of the manage-

ment of the civilian workforce of the Department of Defense.
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1 The discussion shall include the matter specified in para-

2 graph (2) for the civilian workforce of—

3

© o 9 o W A

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

“(A) the Office of the Secretary of Defense;

“(B) the Defense Agencies;

“(C) the Department of Defense Field Activities;
and

“(D) the military departments.”.

(2) TRANSFER.—Paragraph (2) of section 129(c)
of such title—

(A4) 1s amended, in the matter preceding

subparagraph (A)—

(1) by striking “Each report under
paragraph (1) shall contain™ and inserting
“The matter to be included in each discus-
ston under paragraph (1)”; and

(11) by striking “under the jurisdiction
of the official submitting the report,” and
mserting “of each element of the Depart-
ment of Defense named in such paragraph,
18”7 and
(B) s transferred to section 115a and in-

serted at the end of subsection (d) of such section,
as added by paragraph (1) of this subsection.
(3) CONFORMING REPEAL OF REQUIREMENT FOR

SEPARATE ANNUAL CIVILIAN PERSONNEL MANAGE-
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MENT REPORT.—Section 129 of such title is amended

by striking subsection (c).

TITLE V—MILITARY PERSONNEL

POLICY

Subtitle A—Officer Policy

SEC. 501. TREATMENT OF SPACE FORCE OFFICERS FOR

PURPOSES OF LAWS RELATING TO AUTHOR-

IZED NUMBER AND DISTRIBUTION OF OFFI-

CERS IN GENERAL OFFICER GRADES.

(a) DISTRIBUTION OF COMMISSIONED OFFICERS ON

AcrivE DUty IN GENERAL OFFICER GRADES.—Section

525 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (a)—

by

(A) in the matter preceding paragraph (1),

mserting “or the Space Force officer list”

after “officer on the active duty list”;

*HR 3838 RH

(B) in paragraph (5)—

(1) wn subparagraph (A), by striking
“officers in the grade of general” and insert-
g “officers on sustained duty orders in the
grade of general”;

(11) w subparagraph (B), by striking
“officers i a grade above” and inserting
“officers on sustained duty orders i «a

grade above”; and
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(111) in subparagraph (C), by striking
“officers in the grade” and inserting “offi-
cers on sustained duty orders in the grade”;
and
(2) in subsection (h), by adding at the end the

Jollowing new paragraph:

“(3)(A) The limitations of this section do not apply
to a Space Force general officer serving in space force active
status not on sustained duty orders, and who is on active
duty for a period i excess of 365 days but not to exceed
three years. Unless authorized by the Secretary of Defense,
the number of Space Force general officers covered by this
subsection and not serving wn a joint duty assignment for
purposes of chapter 38 of this title may not exceed five.

“(B) Not later than 30 days after authorizing a num-
ber of Space Force general officers in excess of the number
specified in subparagraph (A), the Secretary of Defense
shall provide a notification as required in paragraph (2).”.

(b) EXCLUSION OF CERTAIN OFFICERS FrRomM AU-
THORIZED STRENGTH OF SPACE FORCE GENERAL OFFI-
CERS ON AcTivE Dury.—Section 526 of such title is
amended—

(1) in subsection (¢)—
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(A) in the subsection heading, by inserting
“AND OF THE SPACE FORCE” after “CoMPO-
NENTS”;

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting “or of
the Space Force” after “a reserve component”;

(C) in paragraph (2), by adding at the end
the following new subparagraph:

“(D) The Secretary of the Air Force may author-

1ze not more than two of the general officers author-
wzed to serve in the Space Force under section 20110

of this title to serve on active duty for a period of at

b

least 180 days and not longer than 365 days.”; and

(D) wn paragraph (3)(A), by inserting “(or
a Space Force general officer in a space force ac-
twe status on sustained duty)” after “a reserve
component”; and
(2) in subsection (d)—

(A) by striking “or” at the end of para-
graph (1);

(B) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (2) and inserting “; or”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
“(3) a Space Force officer in the grade of briga-

dier general or above on orders to sustained duty dur-
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g the 60-day period preceding the end of such or-

ders.”.

(¢) STRENGTH IN GRADE OF SPACE FORCE GENERAL
OFFICERS IN SPACE FORCE AcTIVE STATUS NOT ON SUS-
TAINED DUTY.—Chapter 2003 of such title is amended by
adding at the end the following new section:

“§20110. Strength in grade: Space Force general offi-
cers in Space Force active status not on
sustained duty

“la) AUTHORIZED  STRENGTH.—The  authorized
strength of general officers in the Space Force serving in
space force active status not on sustained duty 1s five.

“(b) ExcLUSIONS.—The following Space Force general
officers shall not be counted for purposes of this section:

“(1) Those counted under section 526 of this
title.
“(2) Those serving in a joint duty assignment

Jor purposes of chapter 38 of this title, except that the

nuwmber of officers who shall not be counted under this

paragraph may not exceed two.

“(c) PERMANENT GRADE.—A Space Force general offi-
cer may not be reduced in permanent grade because of a

reduction i the number authorized under subsection (a).

“(d) TEMPORARY EXCLUSION.—The limitation of sub-

section (a) does not apply to an officer released from a joint
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duty assignment or other non-joint active duty assignment,
but only during the 60-day period beginning on the date
the officer departs the joint duty or other active duty assign-
ment. The Secretary of Defense may authorize the Secretary
of the Air Force to extend the 60-day period by an addi-
tional 120 days, except that not more than three Space
Force officers may be covered by an extension under this
subsection at the same time.”.

SEC. 502. REDISTRIBUTION OF GENERAL OFFICERS ON AC-

TIVE DUTY FROM THE AIR FORCE TO THE
SPACE FORCE.
Section 526(a) of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended—
(1) in paragraph (3), by striking “1717 and in-
serting “1687; and
(2) in paragraph (5), by striking “217 and in-
serting “24”.
SEC. 503. AUTHORITY TO WAIVE PROHIBITION ON OFFI-

CERS SERVING ON SUCCESSIVE SELECTION
BOARDS FOR BOARDS TO CONSIDER OFFI-
CERS FOR PROMOTION TO MAJOR GENERAL
OR REAR ADMIRAL.
Section 612(b) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s
amended—

(1) by inserting “(1)” after “(b)”; and
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(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(2) Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of
Defense, the Secretary of a malitary department may waive
the limitation in paragraph (1) in the case of a selection
board that will consider officers for recommendation for
promotion to the grade of major general or rear admiral
if the Secretary of the military department determines that
qualified officers on the active-duty list or Space Force offi-
cer list or otherwise authorized to serve on the board are
not available in sufficient number to comprise that selection
board.”.

SEC. 504. CHAPLAINS: CAREER FLEXIBILITY; DETAIL AS
STUDENTS AT SCHOOLS FOR EDUCATION RE-
QUIRED FOR APPOINTMENT.

(a) CAREER FLEXIBILITY FOR CHAPLAINS.—Sub-
section (a) of section 710 of title 10, United States Code,
18 amended—

(1) by wnserting “(1)” before “Each Secretary’;
and

(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(2) If the Secretary of a military department carries
out a program under paragraph (1), such Secretary shall,

pursuant to this section, inactivate a member who completes
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a detail under section 2004c of this title upon such comple-
tion so such member may perform religious ministry that
meets professional requirements for appointment as a chap-
larn in the military department concerned.”.

(b) DETAIL AS STUDENTS AT SCHOOLS FOR KEDU-
CATION REQUIRED FOR APPOINTMENT AS A CHAPLAIN.—
Chapter 101 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended
by nserting after section 2004b the following new section
2004c:

“§2004c. Detail as students at schools for education
required for appointment as a chaplain:
commissioned officers; certain enlisted
members

“(a) DETAIL AUTHORIZED.—The Secretary of each
military department may detail commissioned officers and
enlisted members of the armed forces as students at acered-
ited colleges, universities, and schools of theology, located
wm the United States, for a period of training leading to

a graduate degree that meets the educational requirements

Jor appointment as a chaplain in the armed forces. No more

than twenty officers and enlisted members from each mili-
tary department may commence such traiming in any sin-

gle fiscal year.
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“(b) ELIGIBILITY FOR DETAIL—To be eligible for de-
tail under subsection (a), an officer or enlisted member
must be a citizen of the United States and must—

“(1)(A) have served on active duty for a period
of not less than two years nor more than five years
and be an officer in the pay grade O-3 or below as
of the time the training 1s to begin; or

“(B) have served on active duty for a period of
not less than three years nor more than ten years and
be an enlisted member in the pay grade E—4 or above
as of the time the training s to begin;

“(2) in the case of an enlisted member, meet all
requirements for acceptance of a commassion as a
commassioned officer in the armed forces; and

“(3) sign an agreement that unless sooner sepa-
rated the officer or enlisted member will—

“(4) complete the educational course of
chaplaincy training; and
“(B) if the Secretary of the military depart-
ment concerned carries out a program under sec-
tion 710 of this title—
“(1) agree to be inactivated for a pe-
riod of not less than two years nor more

than three years under subsection (a)(2) of
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such section title upon completion of a de-
tarl under thas section; and

“(11) accept transfer or detail as a
chaplain in the military department con-
cerned upon completion of the period de-
seribed i clause (7).

“(c) SERVICE OBLIGATION.—The agreement of an offi-
cer or enlisted member under subsection (b) shall provide
that the officer or enlisted member shall serve on active duty
Jor two years for each year or part thereof of chaplaincy
training completed under subsection (a), except that the
agreement may authorize the officer or enlisted member to
serve a portion of such service obligation on active duty
and to complete the service obligation that remains wupon
separation from active duty in the Selected Reserve, in
which case the officer or enlisted member shall serve three
years in the Selected Reserve for each year or part thereof
of the chaplaincy training of such officer or enlisted member
under subsection (a) for any service obligation that was not
completed before separation from active duty.

“(d) SELECTION OF OFFICERS AND KENLISTED MEM-
BERS FOR DETAIL—Officers and enlisted members detailed
Jor chaplaincy training under subsection (a) shall be se-
lected on a competitive basis by the Secretary of the mali-

tary department concerned.
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“(e) RELATION OF SERVICE OBLIGATIONS TO OTHER
SERVICE OBLIGATIONS.—Any service obligation incurred
by an officer or enlisted member under an agreement en-
tered into under subsection (b) shall be in addition to any
service obligation incurred by such officer or enlisted any
other provision of law or agreement.

“(f) EXPENSES.—FExpenses incident to the detail of of-
ficers and enlisted members under this section shall be paid

from any funds appropriated for the military department

concerned.
“(g) FAILURE TO COMPLETE PROGRAM.—An officer or
enlisted member who is dropped from a program of chap-

larney training to which detailed under subsection (a) for
deficiency wn conduct or studies, or for other reasons, may
be required to—

“(1) perform actwe duty in an appropriate mili-
tary capacity in accordance with the active duty obli-
gation imposed by requlations issued by the Secretary
of Defense, except that in no case shall an officer or
enlisted member be required to serve on active duty
Jor any period in excess of one year for each year or
part thereof he participated in the program; or

“(2) repay the expenses incident to the detail of
such officer or enlisted member and paid under sub-

section (f).
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“(h) LIMITATION ON DETAILS.—No agreement detail-
mg an officer or enlisted member of the armed forces to
a chaplaincy school may be entered into during any period
wmn which the President 1is authorized by law to induct per-
sons into the armed forces involuntarily. Nothing in this
subsection shall affect any agreement entered into during
any period when the President is not authorized by law
to so induct persons into the armed forces.”.

SEC. 505. RANKS OF JUDGE ADVOCATES GENERAL.

(a) ARMY.—Section 7037(a) of title 10, Unated States
Code, 1is amended by adding at the end the following: “The
Judge Advocate General, while so serving, has the grade of
lieutenant general.”.

(b) Navy.—Section 8088(b) of title 10, Unated States
Code, s amended by adding at the end the following: “The
Judge Advocate General, while so serving, has the grade of
vice admaral or lieutenant general, as appropriate.”.

(¢c) AIR FORCE.—RSection 9037(a) of title 10, Unaited
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following:
“The Judge Advocate General, while so serving, has the
grade of lieutenant general.”.

SEC. 506. PROCEDURES FOR SELECTION OF SPACE FORCE
OFFICERS FOR PROMOTION TO MAJOR GEN-
ERAL.

(a) SELECTION BOARDS.—
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(1) BOARDS TO RECOMMEND FOR PROMOTION TO
MAJOR GENERAL OFFICERS WHO ARE EXCEPTIONALLY
WELL QUALIFIED.—Subsection (a) of section 20215 of
title 10, Unated States Code, is amended to read as
Jollows:
“(a) CRITERIA FOR RECOMMENDATION OF OFFICERS

FOR PROMOTION.

(1) A selection board convened under
section 20211 of thas title to consider officers for promotion
to a grade below major general shall recommend for pro-
motion to the next higher grade those officers considered by
the board whom the board, giving due consideration to the
needs of the Space Force for officers with particular skills
(as noted in the guidelines or information furnished the
board under section 615(b) of this title), considers best
qualified for promotion within each competitive category
considered by the board.

“(2) A selection board convened under section 20211
of thas title to consider officers for promotion to the grade
of major general shall recommend for promotion to such
grade those officers considered by the board whom the board
considers exceptionally well qualified for promotion.”.

(2) REQUIREMENT FOR MAJORITY ACTION BY

BOARD MEMBERS.—Subsection (c)(3) of such section

1s amended by inserting after “best qualified for pro-

motion” the following: “(or, in the case of an officer
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recommended for promotion to the grade of major
general, that the officer is exceptionally well qualified
Jor promotion)”.

(3) INAPPLICABILITY OF PROVISION RELATING TO
PROMOTION LIST ORDER.—Subsection (g)(1) of such
section 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new sentence: “This subsection does not apply to a se-
lection board convened to consider officer for rec-
ommendation to the grade of major general.”.

(4) REPORTS OF SELECTION BOARDS.—Section
20216(a)(2)) of such title is amended by inserting
after “best qualified for promotion™ the following:
“lor, in the case of officers recommended for pro-
motion to the grade of major general, that the officers
are exceptionally well qualified for promotion)”.

(5) INAPPLICABILITY OF AUTHORITY TO ADJUST
PLACEMENT OF OFFICERS IN BOARD REPORT.—~Sec-
tion 20217 of such title 1s amended—

(A) in subsection (a), by striking “or major
general”’; and
(B) in the section heading, by striking the
last three words.
(b) PROMOTIONS TO MAJOR GENERAL.—
(1) PROMOTIONS TO FILL VACANCIES.—Section

20239 of such title 1s amended—
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(A4) in subsection (b)(3), by striking “Ex-
cept as provided in subsections (e) and (f)” and
mserting “Except as provided in subsections (d),
(1), and (g)”;

(B) by redesignating subsections (d), (e),
and (f) as subsections (e), (f), and (g), respec-
twely; and

(C) by wnserting after subsection (¢) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

“(d) PROMOTION TO MAJOR GENERAL.—

“(1) CERTIFICATE OF ELIGIBILITY FOR PRO-
MOTION.—When the Senate gives it advice and con-
sent to the promotion of an officer to the grade of
major general, the Secretary of the Air Force shall
issue to the officer a certificate of eligibility for pro-
motion, dated as of the date on which the Senate gave
its advice and consent.

“(2) PROMOTION TO FILL VACANCY.—Officers
who have a certificate of eligibility under paragraph
(1) shall be promoted to fill vacancies as they occur
m positions designated to carry the grade of major
general. Such promotions shall be made in accordance
with requlations prescribed by the Secretary of the

Aur Force, based upon the needs of the service.
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“(3) DURATION OF CERTIFICATE OF ELIGI-

BILITY.—A certificate of eligibility issued under para-

graph (1) expires at the end of the period beginning

on the date as of when the certificate of eligibility was
issued and ending on the first day of the eighteenth
month following the month during which the certifi-
cate was so issued.”.

(2) REMOVAL FROM PROMOTION LIST.—Section

20241 of such title is amended—

(A4) by redestgnating subsections (d), (e),
and (f) as subsections (e), (f), and (g), respec-
twvely;

(B) by inserting after subsection (c) the fol-
lowing new subsection (d):

“(d) REMOVAL UPON EXPIRATION OF CERTIFICATE OF
EriciBiLity—If an officer who has been issued a certifi-
cate of eligibility for promotion to the grade of major gen-
eral under 20239(d) of this title is not appointed to such
grade before the expiration of the certificate of eligibility
pursuant to such section, the officer’s name shall be removed
Sfrom the promotion list.”’; and

(C) wn paragraph (1) of subsection (f), as so

redesignated—
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1 (1) by striking “subsection (a), (b), or
2 (¢)” and inserting “subsection (a), (b), (c),
3 or (d)”; and

4 (i11) by adding at the end the following
5 new sentence: “The authority of the Sec-
6 retary of the Avwr Force under the preceding
7 sentence does not apply in the case of such
8 an officer who is promoted to the grade of
9 magjor general following removal from a list
10 under subsection (d).”.

11 (¢) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

12 Twtle 10, United States Code, is amended as follows:

13 (1) Section 615(a)(1) is amended by striking “or
14 202117

15 (2) Section 20203 is amended by redesignating
16 the second subsection (b) and subsections (c), (d), (e),
17 and (f) as subsections (c), (d), (e), (f), and (g), respec-
18 tively.

19 (3) Section 20214 is amended by inserting before
20 the period at the end the following: “convened under
21 section 20211 of this title in the same manner as to
22 selection boards convened under section 611 of this
23 title”.
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1 (4) Section 20215(g)(1) is amended by striking
2 “section  624(a)(1)” and  inserting  “section
3 20239(a)(1)”.

4 (5) Section 20217(a) 1is amended by striking
5 “section 202157 and inserting “section 202167

6 (6) Section 20231 1is amended—

7 (A) in subsection (a)(1), by striking sec-
8 tion 14101(a)” and inserting “section 202117;
9 and

10 (B) in subsection (b)(1), by striking sec-
11 tion 201517 and inserting “section 202527

12 (7) Section 20239 is amended—

13 (A) in subsection (a)(1), by striking “modi-
14 fied” and inserting “adjusted’;

15 (B) in subsection (c¢)(1), by striking “‘sub-
16 section (f)” and inserting “subsection (g)”.

17 (8) Section 20241(c) 1is amended by striking
18 “section 20238(a)” in paragraphs (1) and (3) and in-
19 serting “section 20239(a)(1)”.
20 (9) Section 20251(a)(2) is amended by striking
21 “section 14201 and inserting “section 14101
22 SEC. 507. ESTABLISHMENT OF BLAST SAFETY OFFICER PO-
23 SITIONS.
24 (a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than September 30,

25 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall establish blast safety
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officer positions in the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, and Space Force.

(b) DUTIES.—Duties of a blast safety officer shall in-
clude the following, wn accordance with standards estab-
lished pursuant to section 735 of the James M. Inhofe Na-
tional Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Pub-
lic Law 117-263; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note):

(1) Monitoring and mitigating blast and over-
pressure exposure to members of such Armed Forces
during lwe-fire or explosiwe exercises, including
breaching exercises. A blast safety officer may order
the cessation of such an exercise if exposure exceeds
safe thresholds.

(2) Briefing members of such Armed Forces, be-
Jore an exercise, regarding the health risks of blast ex-
posure and mitigation protocols (including minimum
safe distances).

(3) Qverseeing the use of personal protective
equipment and wearable sensors by such members
during such an exercise.

(4) Investigating blast overpressure incidents, re-
porting findings, and coordinating with health care
providers to address risks to the health of affected

members.
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(5) Maintaining blast overpressure exposure logs
to support future mitigation.
(6) Coordinating with range safety officers and
personnel.

(¢) ASSIGNMENTS.—The Secretary of a military de-
partment concerned shall assign a blast safety officer to
each special mission unit in each such Armed Force.

(d) TRAINING; CERTIFICATION.—A blast safety officer
shall receive traiming and maintain a certification in blast
safety.

SEC. 508. DESIGNATION OF AT LEAST ONE GENERAL OFFI-
CER OF THE MARINE CORPS RESERVE AS A
JOINT QUALIFIED OFFICER.

The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that at least one
general officer of the Marine Corps Reserve is designated
as a jomnt qualified officer.

Subtitle B—Reserve Component
Management
SEC. 511. GRADES OF CERTAIN CHIEFS OF RESERVE COM-
PONENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—

(1) CHIEF OF ARMY RESERVE.—Section 7038(b)
of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended by strik-
mg paragraph (4) and inserting the following new

paragraph:
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“(4) The Chief of Army Reserve, while so serving, holds

the grade of lieutenant general.”.
(2) CHIEF OF NAVY RESERVE.—Section 8083(b)
of such title 1s amended by striking paragraph (4)
and iserting the following new paragraph:
“(4) The Chief of Navy Reserve, while so serving, holds
the grade of vice admiral.”.
(3) COMMANDER, MARINE FORCES RESERVE.—
Section 8084(b) of such title is amended by striking
paragraph (4) and inserting the following new para-
graph:
“(4) The Commander, Marine Forces Reserve, while so
serving, holds the grade of lieutenant general.”.
(4) CHIEF OF AIR FORCE RESERVE.—Section
9038(b) of such title is amended by striking para-
graph (4) and inserting the following new paragraph:
“(4) The Chief of Air Force Reserve, while so serving,
holds the grade of lieutenant general.”.
(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by sub-
section (a) shall take effect on the day that is one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act and shall apply to

appointments made on or after such day.
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SEC. 512. PILOT AUTHORITY FOR EXTENDED LENGTH OF

ORDERS TO ACTIVE DUTY FOR PREPLANNED
MISSIONS IN SUPPORT OF THE COMBATANT
COMMANDS.

Section 12304b of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (i) as subsection

(j);

(2) by inserting after subsection (h) the following
new subsection:

“(1) TEMPORARY AUTHORITY FOR EXTENDED ACTIVA-
TION FOR MARINE CORrRPS.—(1) The Secretary of the Navy
may exercise the authority under subsection (a) with respect
to unats of the Selected Reserve of the Marine Corps by sub-
stituting 545 consecutive days’ for ‘365 consecutive days’.

“(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary of
the Navy may not order a wunit to active duty in direct
support of an operation for more than 365 consecutive days.
For purposes of this paragraph, divect support does not in-
clude traiming, exercises, or preparation activities prior to
deployment to support an operation.

“(3) The authority under this subsection shall termai-
nate on December 31, 2030.”; and

(3) wn subsection (j), as redesignated by para-
graph (1) of this section, by striking “section

231(f)(2)” and inserting “section 231"
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SEC. 513. PROHIBITION ON CONSIDERATION OF AMOUNT

OF TIME OF SERVICE IN ACTIVATION OF RE-
SERVE MEMBERS.

Chapter 1209 of title 10, United States Code, s
amended by adding at the end the following new section:
“§12324. Reserves: prohibition on consideration of

amount of time of service in the armed
forces for purposes of activation

“(a) PROHIBITION.—In evaluating the suitability of a
member of a reserve component to be ordered to active duty
under any provision of law, the Secretary concerned may
not consider—

“(1) the amount of time of service in the armed

Jforces of such member;

“(2) the amount of time of service on active duty
of such member; or

“(3) the amount of time of service on active duty
by such member that would result in such member be-
coming eligible for retired pay or retainer pay under

a purely military retirement system (other than the

retirement system under chapter 1223 of this title).

“(b) INFORMATION AVAILABLE FOR (CONSIDER-
ATION.—In carrying out this section, the Secretary con-
cerned—

“(1) shall ensure that no information regarding
the amount of time of service in the armed forces of
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a member or the age of such member 1s made avail-
able to any person evaluating such member for suwit-
ability for active duty; and

“(2) may provide that information on relevant
experience of a member, including the amount of time
a member has performed duties relevant to the duty
Jor which such member 1s being considered, 1s made
available to a person evaluating such member for

suitability for active duty.”.

SEC. 514. ACTIVE AND INACTIVE TRANSFERS OF OFFICERS

OF THE ARMY NATIONAL GUARD AND AIR
FORCE NATIONAL GUARD.

Section 303 of title 32, United States Code, 1is amended

by adding at the end the following new subsections:

“(d)(1) Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary

of the Army, an officer of the Army National Guard—

“(A) who fills a vacancy in a federally recog-
nized unit of the Army National Guard may be
transferred from the active Army National Guard to
the inactive Army National Guard; or

“(B) transferred pursuant to paragraph (1) may
be transferred from the inactive Army National
Guard to the active Army National Guard to fill a

vacancy described in such paragraph.
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“(2) Under regulations prescribed by the Secretary of

the Air Force, an officer of the Air Force National Guard—
“(A) who fills a vacancy in a federally recog-
nized unit of the Avwr Force National Guard may be
transferred from the active Air Force National Guard
to the iactive Air Force National Guard; or
“(B) transferred pursuant to paragraph (1) may
be transferred from the inactive Awr Force National
Guard to the active Aiwr Force National Guard to fill
a vacancy described in such paragraph.”.
SEC. 515. NATIONAL GUARD: ACTIVE GUARD AND RESERVE
DUTY IN RESPONSE TO A STATE DISASTER.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 3 of title 32, United States
Code, s amended by inserting after section 328 the fol-
lowing new section:
“§328A. Active Guard and Reserve duty: State dis-
aster response duty
“la) AUuTHORITY.—The chief executive of a State who
has declared a emergency in such State due to a disaster,
may, with the consent of the Secretary of Defense, order

a member of the National Guard of such State, who is per-

22 forming Active Guard and Reserve duty pursuant to section

23
24
25

328 of thas title, to perform duties in response to, or in
preparation for, such disaster. Duty performed under this

sectron shall be referred to as ‘State disaster response duty’.
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1 “(b) REQUIREMENTS.—State disaster response duty
performed pursuant to this section—
“(1) shall be on a revmbursable basis, in accord-
ance with subsection (c);

“(2) may be performed to the extent that the per-

Jormance of the member’s primary Active Guard and

2

3

4

5

6 Jormance of such duty does not interfere with the per-
7

8 Reserve duties of organizing, administering, recruit-
9

g, instructing, and traiming the reserve components;

10 and

11 “(3) shall not exceed a total of 14 days per mem-
12 ber per calendar year, except that the Secretary of De-
13 fense may, 1f the chief executive so requests before the
14 end of the 14th such day, authorize an extension of
15 the duration of such duty, not to exceed an addi-
16 tronal—

17 “(A4) 7 days, if the Secretary determines
18 that such extension 1s appropriate; and

19 “(B) 46 days if the Secretary determines
20 that such duty is in support of the response to
21 a catastrophic incident, as such term s defined
22 wm section 501 of the Homeland Security Act of
23 2002 (6 U.S.C. 311).

24 “(c) REIMBURSEMENT.—(1) The Secretary of the mili-

25 tary department concerned shall charge a State for the fully
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burdened costs of manpower for each day of State disaster
response duty performed pursuant to this section.

“(2) Such charges shall be paid from the funds of the
State of the requesting chief executive or from any other
non-Federal funds.

“(3) Any amounts received by a Secretary of a mili-
tary department under this section shall be credited, at the
discretion of the Secretary of Defense, to—

“(A) the appropriation, fund, or account used to
pay such costs; or

“(B) an appropriation, fund, or account avail-
able for the purposes for which such costs were in-
curred.

“(4) If the State of the requesting chief executive is
more than 90 days in arrears in reimbursing the Secretary
of the military department concerned for State disaster re-
sponse duty performed pursuant to this section, such duty
may not be performed—

“(A) unless authorized by the Secretary of De-

Jfense; and

“(B) after the requesting chief executive obligates

Junds for the amount in arrears.

“(d) LimitATrioNn OF LIABILITY.—While performing
State disaster response duty under this section, a member

of the National Guard is not an instrumentality of the
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Unated States with respect to any act or omission in car-
rying out such duty. The United States shall not be respon-
sible for any claim or judgment arising from the use of a
member of the National Guard under this section.

“(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘Active Guard and Reserve duty’
has the meaning given such term in section 101 of
title 10.

“(2) The term ‘State’ has the meaning given such
term in section 901 of thas title.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall prescribe requlations under section 3284 of such title,
as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 516. FIREGUARD PROGRAM: PROGRAM OF RECORD; AU-

THORIZATION.
Section 510 of title 32, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) by inserting “(1)” before “The Sec-
retary’”’;

(B) by inserting “of record” after “carry
out a program’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:
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“2) The FireGuard Program is authorized through

December 31, 2031.”.

(2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
section:

“(c) ANNUAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of the National Defense Authoriza-
tion Act for Fiscal Year 2026, the Secretary shall submat
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives the first of five annual briefings
regarding the FireGuard Program. Such a briefing shall
mclude, with regards to the year preceding the date of the
briefing, the following elements:

“(1) The States (as such term 1is defined in sec-
tion 901 of this title), counties, municipalities, and
Tribal governments that received information under
the FireGuard Program.

“(2) A comparative analysis of a map of—

“(A) each wildfire, initially provided to an
entity described in paragraph (1) through the
FireGuard Program; and

“(B) the perimeter of such wildfire after
contarnment.

“(3) An analysis of the time between the detec-
tion of a fire via raw satellite data and alerts being

sent to local responders.
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“(4) A review of efforts undertaken to integrate
emerging satellite and aerial surveillance technologies
from qualified private, nonprofit, and public sector
sources.”.

Subtitle C—General Service
Authorities and Military Records
SEC. 521. WOMEN’S INITIATIVE TEAMS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 50 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§996. Establishment of women’s initiative teams

“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary concerned shall
establish a women’s initiative team n each of the Army,
Navy, Avr Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force to iden-
tify and address barriers, if any, to the service, recruitment,
retention, and advancement of women in those armed forces.

“(b) DurIES.—FEach women’s initiative team estab-
lished under subsection (a) shall—

“(1) identify and address issues, if any, that
hinder service by women wn the armed force in which
such team 1s established;

“(2) support the recruitment and retention of
women 1n such armed force;

“(3) recommend policy changes that support the

needs of women members of such armed force; and
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“(4) foster a sense of community.

“(¢) COMPOSITION.—Each women’s initiative team es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall be composed of members
of the armed force in which such team 1s established of a
variety of ranks, backgrounds, and occupational speciali-
tues.

“(d) COLLABORATION.—A women’s initiative team es-
tablished under subsection (a) shall work collaboratively
with the leadership of the armed force in which such team
18 established and other stakeholders to carry out the duties
described in subsection (b).”.

(b) REPORTS.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter until
the date that s five years after such date, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the congressional defense commit-
tees a report on the activities and progress of each women’s
mitwative team established under section 996 of title 10,
Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a). Each report
shall include the following:

(1) A description of the structure, membership,
and organizational alignment of each women’s initia-
twve team.

(2) A summary of key activities and initiatives

undertaken by each team.
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(3) An assessment of the impact of such activities
on improving conditions for women, including meas-
urable outcomes where available.

(4) Recommendations for legislative or policy
changes to further support the success of the teams.
SEC. 522. INDIVIDUAL LONGITUDINAL EXPOSURE RECORD:

CODIFICATION; EXPANSION.

(a) EXPANSION.—Chapter 50 of title 10, United States

Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following new
section:
“§996. Individual Longitudinal Exposure Record
“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
maintan a database that 1s a central portal for exposure-
related data that compiles, collates, presents, and provides
avarlable occupational and environmental exposure infor-
mation to support the needs of the Department of Defense
and the Department of Veterans Affairs. Such database
shall be referred to as the ‘Individual Longitudinal Expo-
sure Record’.
“(b) ELEMENTS.—The Individual Longitudinal Expo-
sure Record includes the following elements:
“(1) Service records of members of the armed
forces.
“(2) All non-classified data available to the Sec-

retary regarding how, where, and when members of
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the armed forces have been exposed to various occupa-

tional or environmental hazards.

“(3) Medical records of members relating to ex-
posures described in paragraph (2), including diag-
noses, treatment plans, and laboratory data.

“(c) SERVICE RECORDS.—If a member is a member
described in paragraph (2) of subsection (b), the Secretary
shall wnclude the data described in such paragraph in the
service record of such member.

“(d) DAarA SHARING.—The Secretary shall provide ac-
cess to information in the Indiwvidual Longitudinal Expo-
sure Record to the following:

“(1) The Secretary of Veterans Affarrs.

“(2) The Director of the Defense Health Agency,
Jor use by health care providers, epidemiologists, and
researchers of the Department of Defense.

“(3) The Under Secretary for Health of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, for use by health care
providers, epidemiologists, and researchers of such de-
partment.

“(4) The Under Secretary for Benefits of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs, for use by personnel of
such department regarding compensation and benefits

Jor service-connected disabilities or death.
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1 “le) ANNUAL REPORT.—(1) The Secretary of Defense
2 shall submit, to the committees specified in paragraph (2),
3 an annual report regarding the Individual Longitudinal
4 Exposure Record.

5 “(2) The committees specified in this paragraph are
6 the following:

7 “(A) The Commaittee on Armed Services of the
8 Senate.

9 “(B) The Committee on Armed Services of House
10 of Representatives.
11 “(C) The Commattee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
12 Senate.
13 “(D) The Commaittee on Veterans’ Affairs of the
14 House of Representatives.

15 “(KE) The Commattee on Commerce, Science, and
16 Transportation of the Senate.

17 “(F) The Committee on Transportation and In-
18 Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives.”.

19 (b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1171(b)(2) of

20 tatle 38, United States Code, is amended to read as follows:

21 “2) The term ‘Indvvidual Longitudinal Expo-
22 sure Record” means the database maintained under
23 section 996 of title 10.”.
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1 SEC. 523. CODIFICATION OF ADDITIONAL BASIC BRANCHES

2 OF THE ARMY.
3 Section 7063(a) of title 10, United States Code, 1is
4 amended—
5 (1) wn paragraph (12), by striking *; and” and
6 mserting a semicolon;
7 (2) by redesignating paragraph (13) as para-
8 graph (24); and
9 (3) by inserting after paragraph (12) the fol-
10 lowing new paragraphs:
11 “(13) Awr Defense Artillery;
12 “(14) Aviation;
13 “(15) Cavalry Scout;
14 “(16) Psychological Operations;
15 “(17) Special Forces;
16 “(18) Conl Affairs;
17 “(19) Cyber;
18 “(20) Electronic Warfare;
19 “(21) Military Intelligence;
20 “(22) Public Affairs;
21 “(23) Army Music; and”.

22 SEC. 524. REQUIREMENT OF EQUAL OPPORTUNITY, RACIAL

23 NEUTRALITY, AND EXCLUSIVE USE OF MERIT
24 IN MILITARY PERSONNEL ACTIONS.
25 (a) MERIT REQUIREMENT.—AIl Department of De-

26 fense military personnel actions, including accessions, pro-
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motions, assignments, command selection, and military
and cinl schooling selection and training, shall be based
exclusively on individual merit, fitness, capability, and per-
Jormance.

(b) CONSIDERATION OF RACE ProHiBITED.—Consid-
eration of an individual’s race, ethnicity, or national origin
many malitary personnel action 1s prohibited throughout
the Department of Defense.

(¢) LIMITED EXCEPTION FOR TASKING OF SPECIFIC
MISSIONS.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—This section shall not be con-
strued to prohibit tasking for specific, unconventional
misstons 1n forewgn countries, where the anticipated
ground operating environment of indigenous popu-
lations may justify consideration of race, ethnicity, or
national origin when tasking for the mission to opti-
MIZe MASSION SUCCESS.

(2) COMBATANT COMMANDER APPROVAL RE-
QUIRED.—Any tasking pursuant to the exception de-
seribed i paragraph (1) shall require the approval of
the combatant commander concerned.

(3) REPORTING REQUIREMENT.—Not later than
60 days after a tasking pursuant to the exception de-
seribed in paragraph (1), the Secretary of Defense

shall report the tasking to the Commattees on Armed
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Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
twves. The report shall describe—

(A) the mission, including location and du-
ration;

(B) the staffing of the mission;

(C) the demographic factors warranting the
tasking;

(D) the number of personnel involved, in-
cluding their rank, position, and race, ethnicity,
and national origin; and

(E) the rationale for the tasking.

SEC. 525. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS FOR
DIVERSITY, EQUITY, AND INCLUSION.
None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this
Act may be used for matters or programs relating to diver-
sity, equaty, and inclusion.
SEC. 526. PROHIBITION OF NEW COVID-19 VACCINE MAN-
DATE FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.
The Secretary of Defense may not issue any COVID—
19 vaccine mandate as a replacement for the mandate re-
scinded under section 525 of the James M. Inhofe National
Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public
Law 117-263).
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Subtitle D—Recruitment and
Accession
SEC. 531. RECRUITMENT: IMPROVEMENTS RELATING TO
SECONDARY SCHOOLS AND INSTITUTIONS OF
HIGHER EDUCATION.
(a) RECRUITING AT SECONDARY SCHOOLS.—Section
503(c)(1)(A) of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended—
(1) in clause (1), by striking “the same access to
secondary school students as is provided generally to
postsecondary educational institutions or to prospec-
tiwe employers of those students” and inserting
“meaningful access to secondary schools (including at
least four wvisits across each academic year, between
classes, when students are physically present, and in
a manner that does not interfere with class attend-
ance), and, after reasonable notice, in meeting spaces
meluding  auditoriums, at athletic functions, and at
other group or social activities”; and
(2) in clause (111)—

(A4) by wnserting “during the first 60 days
of the academic year, and not later than 30 days
after recewving such request during another pe-
riod of time” after “receiving such request”; and

(B) by inserting “academic grades, sexes,”

after “student names,”.
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(b) RECRUITING AT INSTITUTIONS OF HIGHER EDU-
JATION.—Section 983(b) of title 10, United States Code, is
amended—

(1) wn paragraph (1), by striking “in a manner
that is at least equal i quality and scope to the ac-
cess to campuses and to students that is provided to
any other employer” and inserting “(including at
least four wvisits across each academic year, between
classes, when students are physically present, and in
a manner that does not interfere with class attend-
ance), and, after reasonable notice, in meeting spaces
mceluding auditoriums, at athletic functions, and at
other group or social activities”; and

(2) in paragraph (2)—

(A) in subparagraph (A)—

(1) by inserting “‘academic grades,
sexes,” after “names,”’;

(11) by striking “60th day following the
date of a request” and inserting “60 days
after recerving a request during the first 60
days of the academic year, and not later
than 30 days after the date of a request dur-
g another period of time”; and

(111) by striking “; and” and inserting

a semicolon;
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(B) wn subparagraph (B), by striking the
period at the end and inserting ; and”; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:

“(C) whether the student submitted a Free
Application for Federal Student Aid described in
section 483 of the Higher Education Act of 1965
(20 U.S.C. 1090) (if collected by the institution);
and’’;

(3) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(3) access by military recruiters for purposes of
military recruiting, with respect to students (who are
17 years of age or older) not returning to the institu-
tion after having been enrolled during the previous se-

mester:

“(A) the information required under para-
graph (2); and
“(B) the reason why such students did not
return, if collected by the institution.”.
(¢) TYPES OF AFFILIATION FOR JROTC UNITS.—
(1) AUTHORIZATION.—The Secretary of Defense
may establish, with regards to the Junior Reserve Of-
ficers” Training Corps (hereinafter, “JROTC”) , the

Jollowing types of affiliation:
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(A) HoST UNIT.—A host unit is a unit at
a secondary educational institution that has at
least one instructor for the unit and has entered
mto a memorandum of understanding under sec-
tion 2031(b) of title 10, United States Code.

(B) CROSS-TOWN UNIT.—A cross-town unit
18 a unit that operates without an instructor
pursuant to section 2035(b)(2)(B) of title 10,
United States Code, and has entered into an
agreement with a host unit to allow students of
the cross-town unit to participate in JROTC ac-
twvities at the campus of the host unait.

(2) QUIDANCE.—If the Secretary establishes the

types of affiliation under paragraph (1), the Sec-
retary shall prescribe guidance that clarifies the roles,

responsibilities, and requirements for each such type.

(3) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the

Secretary creates such types of affiliation, the Sec-
retary shall submat to the Commaittees on Armed Serv-
ices of the Senate and House of Representatives a re-
port on such affiliations. Such a report shall include

the following elements:

(A) The number and locations of cross-town

units.
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(B) Total enrollment numbers for each
cross-town units.

(C) Recommendations for further vmprove-
ments or changes to enhance the effectiveness of

JROTC.

(d) REPORT ON HONOR SCHOOLS.—Not later than
September 30, 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall submit
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report on schools designated as
honor schools by the Secretaries of the Army, Navy, and
Air Force. Such report shall include the following elements:

(1) The criteria for such designation.

(2) A list of schools so designated.

(3) The percentage of honor graduates of honor
schools who, after nomination pursuant to subsection
(b)(4) of section 7442, 8454, or 9442 of title 10,
United States Code, enroll as cadets or madshipmen
at a Service Academy (as such term 1is defined in sec-
tron 347 of title 10, Unated States Code).

SEC. 532. ALTERNATIVE SERVICE IN THE DEFENSE INDUS-
TRIAL BASE BY INDIVIDUALS DENIED ENLIST-
MENT.

(a) IN GENERAL.—RSection 504 of title 10, United

States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following

new subsection:
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“(¢) ALTERNATIVE SERVICE IN THE DEFENSE INDUS-
TRIAL BASE.—(1) The Secretary of Defense shall carry out
a program to provide to an indiwvidual described in para-
graph (2) information about with opportunities to work in
the defense industrial base.

“(2) An individual described in this paragraph is an
mdividual who seeks to originally enlist in an armed force
but 1s denied enlistment.

“(3) In carrying out the program, the Secretary
shall—

“(A) identify job opportunities in the defense in-
dustrial base;

“(B) provide available information about train-
mg or certification programs to obtain the skills nec-
essary for such a job; and

“(C) seek to enter into agreements with entities
wm the defense industrial base.

“(4) The Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of
Representatives an annual report on the program under
this subsection. Such a report shall include, with respect
to the year preceding the date of the report, the following

elements:
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“tA) The number of individuals described in
paragraph (2) provided information described in
paragraph (3)(A).

“(B) The number of individuals described in
paragraph (2) provided information described in
paragraph (3)(B).

“(C) The number of agreements described in
paragraph (3)(C) into which the Secretary entered.”.
(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the Commaittees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report regarding the
vmplementation of subsection (c) of such section, as added
by subsection (a,).
SEC. 533. MEDICAL ACCESSION STANDARDS FOR MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES.
Chapter 37 of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is amended
by adding at the end the following new section:
“§658. Medical accession standards for members of
the armed forces
“(a) KSTABLISHMENT OF STANDARDS.—(1) The Secre-
taries concerned shall establish uniform medical accession
standards for each armed force. Such standards shall—
“(A) apply uniformly for all commaissioned offi-

cers of an armed force; and
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“(B) apply uniformly for all enlisted members of
an armed force across each occupational specialty.
“(2) The Secretary concerned shall make readily avail-

able and understandable to potential members of the armed

forces the standards established under paragraph (1), in-

cluding an explanation of the process established under sub-
section (c)(1) and the process for seeking approval under
subsection (¢)(2).

“(b) PROHIBITION ON CERTAIN MEDICAL DISQUALI-
FICATIONS.—No person may be disqualified from serving
as a member of the armed forces on the sole basis of a past
diagnosis of a medical condition 1f—

“(1) the diagnosis occurred before such person
reached the age of 13 years old;

“(2) the condition did not require treatment dur-
g the five-year period that ends on the date on
which such person seeks to become a member of the
armed forces;

“(3) a licensed medical professional provides a
current evaluation affirming that such person does
not meet diagnostic criteria for the condition and 1s
meduically fit for service as a member of the armed
Jorees; and

“(4) the Secretary concerned determines such di-

agnosis is unlikely to impact the health and readiness
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of the armed force of which such person seeks to be-

come a member.

“(c) PROCESS FOR REVIEW OR WAIVER OF MEDICAL
DISQUALIFICATIONS.—(1) The Secretary concerned shall es-
tablish a process for the review of medical disqualifications
of persons seeking to become a member of the armed forces.

“(2) The Secretary concerned may approve the acces-
ston of a person into the armed forces without regard to
a disqualifying medical diagnosis if the Secretary con-
cerned determines that the accession of such person 1s in
the interests of national security.

“(d) REPORTS.—(1) The Secretary of Defense shall
submat to the congressional defense committees an annual
report identifying—

“(A) the number of persons disqualified from
service as a member of the armed forces during the
preceding calendar year due to medical history;

“(B) the number and type of approvals granted
under subsection (¢)(2) during the preceding calendar
year; and

“(C) any updates to the medical standards for
accession established under subsection (a) or the proc-
ess established under subsection (¢)(1) since the sub-

massion of the preceding report.
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“(2) For any fiscal year in which the Secretary con-
cerned approves the accession of a person into the Coast
Guard under subsection (c)(2), the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard s operating shall submit,
to the Committee on Transportation and Infrastructure of
the House of Representatives and the Committee on Com-
merce, Science, and Transportation of the Senate, a report
wdentifying the information requirved under paragraph
(1)(B) with regards to such member.”.

SEC. 534. SELECTIVE SERVICE SYSTEM: AUTOMATIC REG-
ISTRATION.

(a) AUTOMATIC REGISTRATION.—The Military Selec-
tive Service Act (50 U.S.C. 3801 et seq.) is amended by
striking section 3 (50 U.S.C. 3802) and inserting the fol-
lowing new section 3:

“SEC. 3. (a)(1) Except as otherwise provided in this
title, every male citizen of the United States, and every
other male person residing in the Unated States, between
the ages of eighteen and twenty-six, shall be automatically
registered under this Act by the Director of the Selective
Service System.

“(2) Thas section shall not apply to any alien lawfully
admatted to the United States as a nonimmigrant under

section 101(a)(15) of the Immigration and Nationality Act
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1 (8 U.S.C. 1101) for so long as such alien continues to main-
2 tain a lawful nonimmagrant status in the United States.
3 “(b) Regulations prescribed pursuant to this section

4 (a) may require—

5 “(1) a person subject to registration under this
6 section to provide, to the Director, information (in-
7 cluding date of bivth, address, social security account
8 number, phone number, and email address) regarding
9 such person;
10 “(2) a Federal entity to provide, to the Director,
11 mformation described in paragraph (1) that the Di-
12 rector determines mecessary to identify or register a
13 person subject to registration under thas section; and
14 “(3) the Director to provide, to a person reg-
15 istered under this section, written notification that—
16 “(A) such person has been so registered; and
17 “(B) af such person is not required to be so
18 registered, the procedure by which such person
19 may correct such registration.”.
20 (b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

21 The Military Selective Service Act is further amended—
22 (1) in section 4 (50 U.S.C. 3803)—
23 (A) in subsection (a)—
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(1) by striking “requirved to register”
each place it appears and inserting “reg-
istered’;

(11) by striking “at the time fixed for
his registration,”; and

(111) by striking “who 1s required to
register” and inserting “registered’;

(B) in subsection (k)(2), in the matter fol-

lowing subparagraph(B), by striking “liable for

registration” and inserting “registered’;

(2) in section 6(a) (50 U.S.C. 3806(a))—

(A) in paragraph (1)—

(1) by striking “required to be”’;

(1r) by striking “subject to registra-
tion” and inserting “registered”; and

(111) by striking “liable for registration
and training” and inserting “registered and
liable for training’;

(B) in paragraph (2), by striking “required

to be” each place it appears;

(3) in section 10(b)(3) (50 U.S.C. 3809(b)(3)) by

striking “registration,”;

(4) in section 12 (50 U.S.C. 3811)—
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113

(1) by striking *, neglecting, or refus-
g to perform the duty of registering im-
posed by’ and inserting  “registration
under”’; and

(1r) by striking “, or within five years
next after the last day before such person
does perform his duty to register, whichever
shall first occur’;

(B) in subsection (e)—

(1) by striking “the Secretary of Health
and Human Services” and inserting “Fed-
eral agencies’;

(11) by striking “by a proclamation of
the President” and inserting “to be reg-

istered’;

(111) by striking “to present themselves

Jor and submit to registration under such

section”; and
(iv) by striking “by the Secretary’”;
and

(C) by striking subsection (g) (50 U.S.C.

3811(g)); and

(5) in section 15(a) (50 U.S.C. 3813(a)), by

striking “upon publication by the President of a proc-
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lamation or other public notice fixing a tvme for any

registration under section 3”.

(¢) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The amendments made by this
section shall take effect one year after the date of the enact-
ment of this Act.

Subtitle E—Member Training and
Education
SEC. 541. TRAINING REQUIREMENTS FOR OCCUPATIONAL
SPECIALTIES WITH CIVILIAN EQUIVALENTS.

Chapter 101 of title 10, United States Code, 1is amend-
ed by inserting after section 2009 the following new section:
“§2010. Training requirements for occupational spe-

cialties with civilian equivalents

“The Secretary concerned shall ensure that training
provided to a member of the armed forces with respect to
an occupational specialty in the armed forces for which
there 1s a stmilar ciwvilian occupation includes all training
and appropriate certifications that uill allow such member
to enter such civilian occupation following separation from
the armed forces without the need to satisfy any additional

training or certification requirements.”.
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SEC. 542. INCLUSION OF SPACE FORCE EDUCATION PRO-

GRAMS IN DEFINITIONS REGARDING PROFES-
SIONAL MILITARY EDUCATION.

(a) SENIOR AND INTERMEDIATE LEVEL SERVICE
ScHooLs.—~Section 2151(b) of title 10, United States Code,
18 amended—

(1) by adding at the end of paragraph (1) the

Jollowing new subparagraph:

“(E) The Space Force Senior Level Kdu-
cation Program.”; and
(2) by adding at the end of paragraph (2) the

Jollowing new subparagraph:

“(E) The Space Force Intermediate Level
Education Program.”.

(b) BUDGET REQUESTS FOR PROFESSIONAL MILITARY
EbpucarioN—~Section 2162(d) of such title is amended by
adding at the end the following new paragraphs:

“(9) The Space Force Senior Level Education

Program.

“(10) The Space Force Intermediate Level Edu-
cation Program.”.
SEC. 543. CENTER FOR STRATEGIC DETERRENCE AND
WEAPONS OF MASS DESTRUCTION STUDIES.
Chapter 108 of title 10, United States Code, 1is amend-

ed by inserting after section 2165 the following new section:
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“§2166. National Defense University: Center for Stra-
tegic Deterrence and Weapons of Mass De-
struction Studies
“(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
establish a Center for Strategic Deterrence and Weapons of
Mass Destruction Studies within the Institute for National
Strategic Studies of the National Defense University (in
this section referred to as the ‘Center’).
“(b) MISSION—The Center established under sub-
section (a) shall—

“(1) prepare national security leaders to address
the challenges of strategic deterrence and weapons of
mass destruction through education, research, and
outreach activities throughout the Federal Govern-
ment;

“(2) develop leaders with an wunderstanding of
strategic deterrence and the implications of weapons
of mass destruction;

“(3) an accordance with guidance provided by
the Chairman of the Joint Chiefs of Staff, develop and
provide appropriate curricula, learning outcomes,
and educational tools relating to strategic deterrence
and weapons of mass destruction for use at institu-
tions that provide joint professional military edu-

cation;
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“(4) serve as the primary institution within the
Department for the study of strategic deterrence and
weapons of mass destruction education in joint pro-
Jessional malitary education;
“(5) design, develop, and implement studies and
analyses to enhance understanding of—

“(A) strategic deterrence;

“(B) the threat of weapons of mass destruc-
tion to the security of the Unated States and
globally; and

“(C) responses to prevent, wmitigate, or
eliminate the threat in accordance with Depart-
ment and national security policies and strate-
gues; and
“(6) provide expert support on strategic deter-

rence and weapons of mass destruction issues to the
Department of Defense and other Federal Government
leaders.”.

SEC. 544. SERVICE ACADEMIES; APPOINTMENTS AND ADDI-

TIONAL APPOINTEES.
(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—
(1) APPOINTMENTS.—RSection 7442 of title 10,

United States Code, s amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—
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(1) by striking “subsection (j)” and in-
serting “subsection (k)”;

(11) i paragraph (1), by striking “as
established by competitive examinations”™
and inserting “‘as determined by candidate
composite score rank’; and

(111) in the matter following paragraph
(10)—

(1) in the second sentence—

(aa) by inserting “(in which
event selection shall be in order of
merit as determined by candidate
composite score rank)” after “may
be submitted without ranking’;
and

(bb) by striking “9 ranked”
and inserting “14 ranked’;

(II) by inserting after the second
sentence the following “If alternates
are submitted wunranked, any selection
Jrom among such unranked alternates
shall be wn order of wmerit as deter-
mined by candidate composite score

rank.”; and
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(I11) by striking “shall be consid-
erved qualified alternates for the pur-
pose of selection under other provisions
of this chapter” and inserting “shall be
eligible and considered for selection
under other provisions of this chapter,
meluding  as qualified  alternates and
additional appointees™;
(B) by redesignating subsections (b) through
(1) as subsections (c) through (k), respectively;
(C) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(b) There shall be appointed each year at the Acad-
emy 300 qualified alternates selected in order of merit as
determined by candidate composite score rank by the Sec-
retary of the Army from qualified candidates nominated
pursuant to paragraphs (3) through (10) of subsection (a)
and all other qualified, non-selected candidates holding
nominations from any other source pursuant to this chap-
ter.”;

(D) in subsection (c), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B)—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “one

hundred selected by the President” and in-

serting “up to one hundred qualified can-
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didates selected by the President in order of
merit as determined by candidate composite
score rank’’;
(11) wn paragraph (2)—
(1) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by nserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank’ before the
period at the end;
(111) in paragraph (3)—
(I) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(I1) by mserting *, selected in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end;
(1) i paragraph (4)—
(I) by striking “20” and inserting
“up to 20 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by inserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end; and

(v) by striking paragraph (5);
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(E) in subsection (f), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), by striking “subsection (b)”
and inserting “subsection (¢)”;
(F) in subsection (h), as so redesignated—
(1) by striking “subsection (b)” each
place it appears and inserting “subsection
(c)”; and
(11) in  paragraph (4), by striking
“subsection (e)” and inserting “‘subsection
(f)7; and
(G) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

“(1) Qualifications of candidates for admission shall
be determined by use of, among other metrics, a candidate
composite score uniformly calculated for each applicant.
The academic component of such composite score shall be
weighted at not less than 60 percent of the overall composite
score and shall include the candidate’s standardized test
scores, which shall be weighted at not less than 45 percent
of the overall composite score. The total of all subjective
components, if any, of the composite score shall be weighted
at not more than 10 percent of the overall composite score.
Any subjectively based adjustment of the candidate com-

posite score shall be limited to not more than 10 percent
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of the score before such adjustment. Candidates’ composite
scores, only, shall be used to determine order of merit.

“(m) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary of the Army shall submat to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
twves a report, including—

“(1) with respect to the preceding admissions
cycle—

“(A) the established minimum candidate
composite score and college entrance examination
rank (CEER) score used in such cycle; and

“(B) the total number of waivers of such
minvmum candidate composite score or CEER
score, including the candidate composite score
and CEER score of each cadet to whom a waiver
relates, a brief explanation of the reasons for
such wawver, and the category of appointment
under which each such cadet was appointed (and
if congressional, the type of slate that nominated
the warved appointee); and
“(2) for each cadet who, during the four-year pe-

riod preceding the date of the report, received a waiv-

er for the established minvmum candidate composite
score or CEER score, the status of each such cadet,

mcluding whether the cadet s still at the Academy,
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the circumstances of such cadet’s departure (if appli-
cable), the cumulative academic GPA, cumulative
military GPA, any major conduct or honor wviola-
tions, any remedial measures undertaken, and any
other noteworthy information concerning such cadet.”.

(2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTEES.—Section 7443 of
title 10, United States Code, is amended—

(A) in the section heading, by striking “ap-
pointment” and inserting “additional ap-
pointments’;

(B) in the first sentence—

(1) by wmserting “(a)” before “If it 1s
determined”; and

(ir) by striking “ who competed for
nomination” and inserting “who were eligi-
ble and competed unsuccessfully for nomai-
nation under any other provision of law’;

(C) in the second sentence—

(1) by striking “(8)” and inserting

“(10)”; and

(11) by striking “holding competitive
nominations” and inserting “who were eli-
gible and competed unsuccessfully for noma-

nation”’; and
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(D) by adding at the end the following: “All

provisions relating to candidate composite score

m section 7442 of thas title shall apply to cal-

culation and use of candidate composite score as

that term 1s used in this section.

“(b) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary of the Army shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report that includes, with respect to the pre-
ceding admissions cycle—

“(1) the candidate composite scores and college
entrance examination rank (CEER) scores of the ten
candidates appointed under this section and under
section 7442(e) of this title who had the lowest can-
didate composite scores;

“(2) the total number of qualified and nomai-
nated (by any source), but not selected, candidates;
and

“(3) the candidate composite scores and CEER
scores of the ten qualified and nominated candidates
having the highest candidate composite scores and
who were not selected for appointment.”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—

(1) APPOINTMENTS.—Section 8454 of title 10,
United States Code, 1s amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—
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(1) by striking “subsection (h)” and in-
serting “subsection (1)”;

(11) i paragraph (1), by striking “as
established by competitive examination”
and inserting “‘as determined by candidate
composite score rank’; and

(111) in the matter following paragraph
(10)—

(1) in the second sentence—

(aa) by inserting “(in which
event selection shall be in order of
merit as determined by candidate
composite score rank)” after “may
be submitted without ranking’;
and

(bb) by striking “9 ranked”
and inserting “14 ranked’;

(II) by inserting after the second
sentence the following “If alternates
are submitted wunranked, any selection
Jrom among such unranked alternates
shall be wn order of wmerit as deter-
mined by candidate composite score

rank.”; and
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(I11) by striking “shall be consid-
erved qualified alternates for the pur-
pose of selection under other provisions
of this chapter” and inserting “shall be
eligible and considered for selection
under other provisions of this chapter,
meluding  as qualified  alternates and
additional appointees™;
(B) by redesignating subsections (b) through
(h) as subsections (c) through (1), respectively;
(C) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(b) There shall be appointed each year at the Acad-
emy 300 qualified alternates selected in order of merit as
determined by candidate composite score rank by the Sec-
retary of the Navy from qualified candidates nominated
pursuant to paragraphs (3) through (10) of subsection (a)
and all other qualified, non-selected candidates holding
nominations from any other source pursuant to this chap-
ter.”;

(D) in subsection (c), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B)—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “one

hundred selected by the President” and in-

serting “up to one hundred qualified can-
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didates selected by the President in order of
merit as determined by candidate composite
score rank’’;
(11) wn paragraph (2)—
(1) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by nserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank’ before the
period at the end;
(111) in paragraph (3)—
(I) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(I1) by mserting *, selected in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end;
(1) i paragraph (4)—
(I) by striking “20” and inserting
“up to 20 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by inserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end; and

(v) by striking paragraph (5);
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(E) in subsection (f), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), by striking “subsection (b)”
both places it appears and inserting “subsection
(c)”; and
(F) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

“) Qualifications of candidates for admission shall
be determined by use of, among other metrics, a candidate
composite score uniformly calculated for each applicant.
The academic component of such composite score shall be
weighted at not less than 60 percent of the overall composite
score and shall include the candidate’s standardized test
scores, which shall be weighted at not less than 45 percent
of the overall composite score. The total of all subjective
components, if any, of the composite score shall be weighted
at not more than 10 percent of the overall composite score.
Any subjectively based adjustment of the candidate com-
posite score shall be limited to not more than 10 percent
of the score before such adjustment. Candidates’ composite
scores, only, shall be used to determine order of merit.

“(k) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary of the Navy shall submat to the Committees on Armed
Services of the Senate and the House of Representatives a

report, including—
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“(1) with respect to the preceding admissions
cycle—

“(A) the established minimum candidate
composite score and college entrance examination
rank (CEER) score used in such cycle; and

“(B) the total number of waivers of such
minvmum candidate composite score or CEER
score, including the candidate composite score
and CEER score of each midshipman to whom
a wawver relates, a brief explanation of the rea-
sons for such wawver, and the category of ap-
pointment under which each such midshipman
was appointed (and if congressional, the type of
slate that nominated the waived appointee); and
“(2) for each midshipman who, during the four-

year period preceding the date of the report, received
a wawver for the established minimum candidate com-
posite score or CEER score, the status of each such
madshipman, including whether the midshipman 1s
still at the Academy, the circumstances of such mid-
shipman’s departure (if applicable), the cumulative
academic GPA, cumulative military GPA, any major
conduct or honor violations, any remedial measures
undertaken, and any other noteworthy information

concerning such midshipman.”.
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(2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTEES.—Section 8456 of
title 10, United States Code, 1is amended—

(A) in the section heading, by inserting *,
additional appointments” after “Mid-
shipmen’”; and

(B) wn subsection (b)—

(i) wn the first sentence, by striking

“who competed for nomination” and insert-

g “who were eligible and competed unsuc-

cessfully for nomination under any other

provision of law”;
(12) 1n the second sentence—
(I) by striking “(8)” and insert-
mg “(10)”; and
(Il) by striking “who competed
Jor appointment” and inserting “who
were eligible and competed unsuccess-
Jully for nomination™; and
(111) by adding at the end the fol-
lowing: “All provisions relating to can-
didate composite score in section 8454 of
this title shall apply to calculation and use
of candidate composite score as that term 1s

used 1n this section.
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“(d) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-

retary of the Navy shall submait to the congressional defense
committees a report that includes, with respect to the pre-

ceding admissions cycle—

“(1) the candidate composite scores and college
entrance examination rank (CEER) scores of the ten
candidates appointed under this section and under
section 8454(e) of this title who had the lowest can-
didate composite scores;

“(2) the total number of qualified and nomi-
nated (by any source), but not selected, candidates;
and

“(3) the candidate composite scores and CEER
scores of the ten qualified and nominated candidates
having the highest candidate composite scores and
who were not selected for appointment.”.

(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—
(1) APPOINTMENTS.—RSection 9442 of title 10,
United States Code, 1s amended—
(A) in subsection (a)—
(1) by striking “subsection (j)” and in-
serting “subsection (k)”;
(1r) wn paragraph (1), by striking “as

established by competitive examination”

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

[\© TN NG TN N T NG I NG I N0 B S e e T e e T e T e T T
[ T NG U N N e = NN - BN B o) W ) TR ~S O T NO S e

*HR 3838 RH

268

and inserting “as determined by candidate

composite score rank”; and

(111) wn the matter following paragraph

(10)—

(1) in the second sentence—

(aa) by inserting “(in which
event selection shall be i order of
merit as determined by candidate
composite score rank)” after “may
be submatted without ranking”;
and

(bb) by striking “9 ranked”
and inserting “14 ranked”;

(II) by inserting after the second
sentence the following “If alternates

are submaitted unranked, any selection

from among such unranked alternates

shall be in order of merit as deter-
mined by candidate composite score
rank.”; and

(I11) by striking “shall be consid-
ered qualified alternates for the pur-
pose of selection under other provisions
of this chapter” and inserting “shall be

eligible and considered  for selection
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under other provisions of this chapter,
meluding as qualified alternates and
additional appointees”;
(B) by redesignating subsections (b) through
(1) as subsections (c) through (k), respectively;
(C) by inserting after subsection (a) the fol-
lowing new subsection:

“(b) There shall be appointed each year at the Acad-
emy 300 qualified alternates selected in order of merit as
determined by candidate composite score rank by the Sec-
retary of the Air Force from qualified candidates nominated
pursuant to paragraphs (3) through (10) of subsection (a)
and all other qualified, non-selected candidates holding
nominations from any other source pursuant to this chap-
ter.”;

(D) in subsection (c), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B)—

(1) in paragraph (1), by striking “one
hundred selected by the President” and in-
serting “up to one hundred qualified can-
didates selected by the President in order of
merit as determined by candidate composite
score rank’;

(11) i paragraph (2)—
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(I) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by inserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end;
(111) in paragraph (3)—
(1) by striking “85” and inserting
“up to 85 qualified candidates”; and
(Il) by nserting *, selected 1in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank’ before the
period at the end;
(1) i paragraph (4)—
(I) by striking “20” and inserting
“up to 20 qualified candidates”; and
(II) by nserting *, selected in
order of merit as determined by can-
didate composite score rank” before the
period at the end; and
(v) by striking paragraph (5);
(E) in subsection (f), as redesignated by
subparagraph (B), by striking “subsection (b)”
and inserting “subsection (¢)”;

(F) in subsection (h), as so redesignated—
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(1) in paragraph (2), by striking “sub-
section (b)” each place it appears and in-
serting “subsection (c)”’;
(11) wn paragraph (3)—
(1) by striking “subsection (b)(5)”
and insert “subsection (b)”’;
(I1) in subparagraphs (A) through
(C), by striking “subsection (b)” each
place it appears and inserting “‘sub-
section (¢)”’; and
(11r) in  paragraph (4), by striking
“subsection (e)” and inserting “‘subsection
(f)7; and
(G) by adding at the end the following new
subsections:

“(1) Qualifications of candidates for admission shall
be determined by use of, among other metrics, a candidate
composite score uniformly calculated for each applicant.
The academic component of such composite score shall be
weighted at not less than 60 percent of the overall composite
score and shall include the candidate’s standardized test
scores, which shall be weighted at not less than 45 percent
of the overall composite score. The total of all subjective
components, if any, of the composite score shall be weighted

at not more than 10 percent of the overall composite score.
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Any subjectively based adjustment of the candidate com-
posite score shall be limited to not more than 10 percent
of the score before such adjustment. Candidates’ composite
scores, only, shall be used to determine order of merit.

“(m) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary of the Avr Force shall submit to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-
tives a report, including—

“(1) with respect to the preceding admissions
cycle—

“(A) the established minimum candidate
composite score and college entrance examination
rank (CEER) score used in such cycle; and

“(B) the total number of waivers of such
minimum candidate composite score or CEER
score, including the candidate composite score
and CEER score of each cadet to whom a waiver
relates, a brief explanation of the reasons for
such wawver, and the category of appointment
under which each such cadet was appointed (and
if congressional, the type of slate that nominated
the waived appointee); and
“(2) for each cadet who, during the four-year pe-

riod preceding the date of the report, received a waiv-

er for the established minimum candidate composite
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score or CEER score, the status of each such cadet,
mcluding whether the cadet is still at the Academy,
the circumstances of such cadet’s departure (if appli-
cable), the cumulative academic GPA, cumulative
military GPA, any major conduct or honor wviola-
tions, any remedial measures undertaken, and any
other noteworthy information concerning such cadet.”.

(2) ADDITIONAL APPOINTEES.—Section 9443 of
title 10, Unated States Code, 1is amended—

(A) in the section heading, by striking “ap-
pointment” and inserting “additional ap-
pointments’’;

(B) in the first sentence—

(1) by inserting “(a)” before “If it is
determined”; and

(11) by striking “who competed for
nomination” and inserting “who were eligi-
ble and competed unsuccessfully for nomi-
nation under any other provision of law”;

(C) in the second sentence—

(1) by striking “(8)” and inserting

“(10)7; and

(ir) by striking “holding competitive

nominations” and inserting “who were eli-
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gible and competed unsuccessfully for noma-

nation”’; and

(D) by adding at the end the following: “All
provisions relating to candidate composite score

m section 9442 of thas title shall apply to cal-

culation and use of candidate composite score as

that term 1s used in this section.

“(b) Not later than October 1 of each year, the Sec-
retary of the Air Force shall submait to the congressional
defense commattees a report that includes, with respect to
the preceding admaissions cycle—

“(1) the candidate composite scores and college
entrance examination rank (CEER) scores of the ten
candidates appointed under this section and under
section 9442(e) of this title who had the lowest can-
didate composite scores;

“(2) the total number of qualified and nomi-
nated (by any source), but not selected, candidates;
and

“(3) the candidate composite scores and CEER
scores of the ten qualified and nominated candidates
having the highest candidate composite scores and

who were not selected for appointment.”.
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SEC. 545. MODIFICATIONS TO ALTERNATIVE OBLIGATION
FOR CADETS AND MIDSHIPMEN.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7448(b)(4) of title 10, United States Code, is amended in
the matter preceding subparagraph (A) by striking “three”
and inserting “five”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8459(b)(4) of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended in
the matter preceding subparagraph (A) by striking “three”
and iserting “five”.

(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section
9448(b)(4) of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended in
the matter preceding subparagraph (A) by striking “three”
and iserting “five”.

SEC. 546. MODIFICATION TO THE DESIGNATION OF MEM-
BERS OF THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
TO THE BOARDS OF VISITORS OF SERVICE
ACADEMIES.

(a) UNITED STATES MILITARY ACADEMY.—Section
7455(a)(8) of title 10, United States Code, is amended by
striking “one other member” and inserting “two other mem-
bers”.

(b) UNITED STATES NAVAL ACADEMY.—Section
8468(a)(8) of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended by
striking “one other member” and inserting “two other mem-

bers”.
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(¢) UNITED STATES AIR FORCE ACADEMY.—Section

9455(a)(8) of title 10, United States Code, 1s amended by

striking “one other member” and inserting “two other mem-

bers”.

SEC. 547. DETAIL OF MEMBERS OF THE SPACE FORCE AS IN-
STRUCTORS AT AIR FORCE INSTITUTE OF

TECHNOLOGY.
(a) IN GENERAL—Section 9414 of title 10, United

States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking the heading and inserting the fol-
lowing new heading:

“§9414. United States Air Force Institute of Tech-
nology: degree granting authority; faculty,
reimbursement and tuition; acceptance of
research grants”;

(2) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as
subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and
(3) by wserting after subsection (d) the following
new subsection:
“le) SPACE FORCE FACULTY.—(1) The Secretary shall
detail members of the Space Force as instructors at the
Tnated States Avr Force Institute of Technology to provide
mstruction i areas that support the mission of the Space

Force.
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“(2) The number of members of the Space Force de-
tailed by the Secretary to the United States Avr Force Insti-
tute of Technology as instructors during an academic year
shall be equal to or greater than the product of—

“(A) the total number of members of the Space
Force divided by the total number of members of the
Space Force and the Air Force; and

“(B) the total number of instructors at the
Unated States Avr Force Institute of Technology.”.

(b) REPORT—Not later than two years after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the Air Force
shall submait to the congressional defense commattees a re-
port on the implementation of subsection (e) of section 9414
of title 10, Unated States Code, as added by subsection (a)
of thas section, including—

(1) an identification of the number, academic
specialties, and courses of instruction of the members
of the Space Force detailed as instructors at the
Unated States Avr Force Institute of Technology; and

(2) an assessment of the contributions of those

wmstructors to Space Force objectives.
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SEC. 548. REPEAL OF ANNUAL CERTIFICATIONS RELATED
TO THE READY, RELEVANT LEARNING INITIA-
TIVE OF THE NAVY.

Section 545 of the National Defense Authorization Act
Jor Fiscal Year 2018 (Public Law 115-91; 10 U.S.C. 8431
note prec.) 1s repealed.

SEC. 549. PILOT PROGRAM FOR GENERATIVE ARTIFICIAL
INTELLIGENCE AND SPATIAL COMPUTING
FOR PERFORMANCE TRAINING AND PRO-
FICIENCY ASSESSMENT.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of the
Navy shall develop and 1vmplement pilot program to opti-
maze the use of generative artificial intelligence and spatial
computing for immersive training and assessment.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The pilot program required by sub-
section (a) shall include—

(1) the development of content with respect to not
less than 5 occupational specialties; and

(2) methods to assess the feasibility and effective-
ness of the use of generative artificial intelligence and
spatial computing training methods in comparison to
other traiming methods, particularly with respect to

cost and time required to achieve traiming goals.
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(¢c) TERMINATION.—The pilot program required by
subsection (a) shall terminate on the date that is one year
after the date of the establishment of the program.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than 90 days after the terma-
nation of the pilot program required by subsection (a), the
Secretary of the Navy shall submat to the congressional de-
Jfense committees a report describing the results of the pilot
program, including an analysis of the effectiveness of the
use of generative artificial intelligence and spatial com-
puting for travming and a description of any cost savings
and savings i time required to achieve training goals.

SEC. 549A. PROHIBITION ON USE OF FEDERAL FUNDS TO
ENDORSE CRITICAL RACE THEORY.

(a) PROHIBITION.

No funds authorized to be appro-
priated by this Act may be used to endorse critical race
theory—
(1) at an academic institution operated by the
Department of Defense;
(2) in training provided to a member of the
Armed Forces; or
(3) in professional malitary education.
(b) PROTECTION OF ACADEMIC FREEDOM.—Nothing
m this section shall be construed to supersede the institu-
tional autonomy or academic freedom of instructors in-

volved in the selection of textbooks, supplemental materials,
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or other classroom materials, or in the preparation or pres-
entation of classroom instruction or lectures.

(¢c) CRITICAL RACE THEORY DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “critical race theory” means the theory that
mdwiduals, by virtue of race, ethnicity, color, or national
origin, bear collective guilt and are inherently responsible
Jor actions committed in the past by other indwiduals of
such race, ethnicity, color, or national origin.

SEC. 549B. PROHIBITION ON THE REDUCTION OF FUNDING
FOR FOREIGN LANGUAGE TRAINING FOR
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) PROHIBITION.—None of the funds authorized to be
appropriated by this Act or otherwise made available for
fiscal year 2026 may be obligated or expended by the De-
partment of Defense to terminate, replace, reduce, or pre-
pare to termanate, replace, or reduce a program of foreign
language training or instruction until the Secretary of De-
fense submats to the congressional defense committees a re-
port on the planned termination, replacement, or reduction,
meluding—

(1) an dentification of the programs the Sec-
retary 1s seeking to terminate, replace, or reduce;
(2) the intent, scope, and impact of any funding

reductions to forewgn language training or instruction
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wm relation to the national security interests of the
United States;

(3) the impact of the termination, replacement,
or reduction of the program on existing military lin-
guists and Foreign Area Officers; and

(4) a certification that any termination, replace-
ment, or reduction will not negatively 1mpact the op-
erations and mission of the Defense Language Insti-
tute Foreign Language Center.

(b) PROGRAMS INCLUDED.—For purposes of subsection

(a), a program of foreign language training or instruction

mcludes—

(1) nstitutional language training programs
conducted by the Defense Language Institute Foreign
Language Center;

(2) unat-level or operational foreign language in-
struction and sustarnment training;

(3) immersive or in-country language training
Programs;

(4) associated curriculum development, instruc-
tional staffing, and digital language traiming sup-
port; and

(5) any other program or activity of the Depart-
ment of Defense that provides foreign language train-

g or instruction to members of the Armed Forces.
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SEC. 549C. LIMITATION ON AUTHORITY TO REORGANIZE

THE SENIOR RESERVE OFFICERS’ TRAINING
CORPS OF THE ARMY.

(a) LIMITATION.—The Secretary of the Army may not
reorganize a unit of the program of the Army until 90 days
after the Secretary, acting through the Army Cadet Com-
mand, submits to the Committees on Armed Services of the
Senate and House of Representatives a briefing. Elements
of such a briefing shall specify the following, with regards
to such proposed reorganization:

(1) Each position to be eliminated.

(2) A risk analysis regarding Army officer acces-
stons that justifies such reorganization.

(3) Potential cost savings or expenses to the
United States.

(4) The number of members of the program af-
fected by the reorganization, including travel required
travel.

(5) Any change to a scholarship awarded under
section 2107 or 2107a of title 10, United States Code.
(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The terms “program”™ and “member of the
program’’ have the meanings given such terms in sec-

tion 2101 of title 10, United States Code.
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(2) The term “reorganize”, with respect to a unit
of the program, includes closing, restructuring, reclas-

sifyang, merging, or realigning.

Subtitle F—Military Justice and
Other Legal Matters
SEC. 551. ENSURING THE AVAILABILITY OF LEGAL ADVICE
TO COMMANDERS.
Section 162(a) of title 10, United States Code, 1s
amended by adding at the end the following new paragraph:
“(5) In all cases, forces assigned to a combatant com-
mand or to the United States element of the North Amer-
wcan Aerospace Defense Command under this subsection
shall mclude qualified judge advocates in numbers suffi-
cient to provide legal advice to all commanders responsible
Jor planning and organizing military operations and all
commanders authorized to convene courts-martial under
sections 822 through 824 of thas title. The qualifications of
Jgudge advocates assigned under this paragraph shall in-
clude—
“(A) the qualifications set forth in section 827 of
this title; and
“(B) any additional education, expertise, or ex-
perience determined to be mecessary to fulfill the re-
quirements of this paragraph by the Judge Advocate

General of the armed force concerned, or in the case
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of the Marine Corps, by the Staff Judge Advocate to

the Commandant of the Marine Corps.”.

SEC. 552. MODIFICATIONS TO OFFENSE OF WRONGFUL
BROADCAST OR DISTRIBUTION OF INTIMATE
VISUAL IMAGES UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE
OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

Section 917a of title 10, Unated States Code (article
117a of the Uniform Code of Military Justice) is amended
to read as follows:

“§917a. Art. 117a. Wrongful broadcast, distribution,
or publication of intimate visual images

“(a) PROHIBITION.—Any person subject to this chap-
ter—

“(1) who knowingly broadcasts, distributes, or
uses a communication service to publish an authentic
wmtimate visual depiction of an identifiable indi-
vidual who 1s not a minor 1f—

“(A) the intimate visual depiction was ob-
tawned or created under circumstances in which
the person knew or reasonably should have
known the identifiable indiwvidual had a reason-
able expectation of privacy;

“(B) the authentic intimate visual depiction
was broadcast, distributed, or published without

the consent of the identifiable individual;
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“(B) what 1s depicted was not voluntarily
exposed by the identifiable individual in a public
or commercial setting;
“(C) what s depicted is not a matter of
public concern; and
“(D) the broadcast, distribution, or publica-
tion of the intimate visual depiction—
“(1) 1s intended to cause harm; or
“(1n) causes harm, including psycho-
logical, financial, or reputational harm, to
the identifiable indiwvidual;

“(2) who knowingly broadcasts, distributes, or
uses a communication service to publish an authentic
mtimate visual depiction of an identifiable indi-
vidual who 1s a minor with intent to—

“(A) abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade
the minor; or

“(B) arouse or gratify the sexual desire of
any person;

“(3) who knowingly broadcasts, distributes, or
uses a communication service to publish a digital for-
gery of an identifiable individual who 1s not a minor

if—
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“(A) the digital forgery was broadcast, dis-
tributed, or published without the consent of the
identifiable individual;

“(B) what 1s depicted was not voluntarily
exposed by the identifiable individual in a public
or commercial setting;

“(C) what s depicted is not a matter of
public concern; and

“(D) the broadcast, distribution, or publica-
tion of the digital forgery—

“(1) 1s intended to cause harm; or
“(11) causes harm, including psycho-
logical, financial, or reputational harm, to
the identifiable indiwvidual; or
“(4) who knowingly broadcasts, distributes, or
uses a communication service to publish a digital for-
gery of an identifiable individual who 1s a minor
with intent to—

“(A) abuse, humiliate, harass, or degrade
the minor; or

“(B) arouse or gratify the sexual desire of

any person,

23 s guilty of wrongful distribution of intimate visual images

24 or visual images of sexually explicit conduct and shall be

25 punished as a court-martial may direct.
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“(b) ExXCEPTIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not apply
to—
“(1) a lawfully authorized investigative, protec-
twe, or intelligence activity of—

“tA) a law enforcement agency of the
United States, a State, or a political subdivision
of a State; or

“(B) an antelligence agency of the United
States;

“(2) a disclosure made reasonably and in good
Jaith—

“(A) to a law enforcement officer or agency;

“(B) as part of a document production or
filing associated with a legal proceeding;

“(C) as part of medical education, diag-
nosis, or treatment or for a legitvmate medical,
scientific, or educational purpose;

“(D) in the reporting of unlawful content or
unsolicited or unwelcome conduct or in pursu-
ance of a legal, professional, or other lawful obli-
gation; or

“(E) to seek support or help with respect to
the receipt of an unsolicited intimate visual de-

piction;
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“(3) a disclosure reasonably intended to assist
the identifiable individual; or

“(4) a person who possesses or publishes an inti-
mate visual depiction of himself or herself engaged in
nudity or sexually explicit conduct.

“(c) CONSENT.—For the purposes of subsection (a)—

“(1) the fact that the depicted individual con-
sented to the creation of the intimate visual depiction
shall not establish that the person consented to its dis-
closure; and

“(2) the fact that the depicted individual dus-
closed the intimate visual depiction to another person
shall not establish that the depicted individual con-
sented to the further disclosure of the intvmate visual
depiction.

“(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) CONSENT.—The term ‘consent’ means an af-
firmative, conscious, and voluntary authorization
made by an individual free from force, fraud, duress,
masrepresentation, or coercion.

“(2) DIGITAL FORGERY.—The term ‘digital for-
gery’ means any intimate visual depiction of an iden-
tifiable individual created through the use of software,
machine learning, artificial intelligence, or any other

computer-generated or technological means, including
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by adapting, modifying, manipulating, or altering an
authentic visual depiction, that, when viewed as a
whole by a reasonable person, s indistinguishable
from an authentic visual depiction of the individual.

“(3) IDENTIFIABLE  INDIVIDUAL—The term
“adentifiable individual’” means an individual—

“(A) who appears in whole or in part in an
mtvmate visual depiction; and

“(B) whose face, likeness, or other distin-
guishing  characteristic  (including a  unique
birthmark or other recognizable feature) 1is dis-
played in connection with such intimate visual
depiction.

“(4) VISuAL DEPICTION—The term ‘visual de-
piction” includes undeveloped film and wvideotape,
data stored on computer disk or by electronic means
which 1s capable of conversion into a visual 1mage,
and data which is capable of conversion into a visual
vmage that has been transmitted by any means,
whether or not stored in a permanent format.

“(5) INTIMATE VISUAL DEPICTION.—The term
“antimate visual depiction’—

“(4) means a wvisual depiction that de-

prets—
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“(1) the uncovered genitals, pubic area,
anus, or female nipple of an identifiable in-
diidual; or

“(11) the display or transfer of bodily
sexual flurds—

“(I) on to any part of the body of
an identifiable individual;

“(I1) from the body of an identifi-
able individual; or

“(111) an wdentifiable individual engag-
g 1 sexually explicit conduct; and
“(B) includes any wvisual depictions de-

seribed in subparagraph (A) produced while the

wdentifiable individual was wm a public place
only if the individual did not—

“(1) voluntarily display the content de-
pucted; or

“(11) consent to the sexual conduct de-
picted.

“(6) SEXUALLY EXPLICIT CONDUCT—The term
‘sexually explicit conduct’ means actual or simu-
lated—

“(A) sexual intercourse, including genital-

genital, oral-genital, anal-genital, or oral-anal,
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whether between persons of the same or opposite
Sex;

“(B) bestiality;

“(C) masturbation,

“(D) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or

“(E) lascivious exhibition of the genitals or
pubic area of any person.

“(7) MINOR.—The term ‘minor’ means any indi-
vidual under the age of 18 years.

“(8) BROADCAST.—The term ‘broadcast’ means
to electronically transmit a visual vmage with the in-
tent that it be viewed by a person or persons.

“(9) DISTRIBUTE.—The term ‘distribute’ means
to deliver to the actual or constructive possession of
another person, including transmission by mail or
electronic means.

“(10) COMMUNICATIONS SERVICE.—The term
‘communications service’ means—

“(A) a service provided by a person that is
4 COMMON carrier;
“(B) an electronic communication service;
“(C) an information service; or
“(D) an wnteractive computer service.

“(11) COMMON CARRIER.—The term ‘common

carrier’ means any person engaged as a common car-
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rier for hire, in interstate or foreign communication
by wire or radio or interstate or foreign radio trans-
mission of energy, but a person engaged in radio
broadcasting shall not, wnsofar as such person 1s so
engaged, be deemed a common carrier.

“(12) ELECTRONIC COMMUNICATION SERVICE.—
The term ‘electronic communication service’ means
any service which provides to users thereof the ability
to send or receive wire or electronic communications.

“(13) INFORMATION SERVICE.—The term ‘infor-
mation service’ means the offering of a capability for
generating, acquiring, storing, transforming, proc-

essing, retrieving, utilizing, or making available in-

Jormation via telecommunications, and includes elec-

tronic publishing, but does not include any use of any
such capability for the management, control, or oper-
ation of a telecommunications system or the manage-
ment of a telecommunications service.

“(14) INTERACTIVE COMPUTER SERVICE.—The
term ‘interactive computer service’ means any infor-
mation service, system, or access software provider
that provides or enables computer access by multiple
users to a computer server, including specifically a

service or system that provides access to the Internet

*HR 3838 RH



293

1 and such systems operated or services offered by li-
braries or educational institutions.”.
SEC. 553. PUNITIVE ARTICLE UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE

OF MILITARY JUSTICE FOR OFFENSES RELAT-

2

3

4

5 ING TO CHILD PORNOGRAPHY.

6 (a) IN GENERAL.—Chapter 47 of title 10, Unaited
7 States Code (the Uniform Code of Military Justice) 1s
8 amended by inserting after section 917a (article 117a) the
9 following new section (article):

10 “§917b. Art. 117b. Child pornography

11 “(a) PROHIBITION.—Any person subject to this chap-

12 ter who knowingly and wrongfully—

13 “(1) possesses, receives, or views child pornog-
14 raphy;

15 “(2) possesses child pornography with the intent
16 to distribute;

17 “(3) distributes child pornography; or

18 “(4) produces child pornography,

19 shall be punished as a court-martial may direct, subject to

20 the applicable limits specified in subsection (b).

21 “(b) MAXIMUM PUNISHMENTS.—

22 “(1) The maximum punishment for the offense of
23 possessing, recewing, or viewing child pornography
24 under subsection (a)(1) shall be dishonorable dis-
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charge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and con-
Jfinement for 10 years.

“(2) The maximum punishment for the offense of
possessing chald pornography with intent to distribute
under subsection (a)(2) shall be dishonorable dis-
charge, forfeiture of all pay and allowances, and con-
Jinement for 15 years.

“(3) The maximum punishment for the offense of
distributing  child — pornography under — subsection
(a)(3) shall be dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all
pay and allowances, and confinement for 20 years.

“(4) The maximum punishment for the offense of
producing child pornography under subsection (a)(4)
shall be dishonorable discharge, forfeiture of all pay
and allowances, and confinement for 30 years.

“(c) TREATMENT OF PERSONALLY IDENTIFIABLE IN-

FORMATION.

On motion of the Government, in any pros-
ecution under this section, except for good cause shown, the
name, address, social security number, or other nonphysical
wdentifying information, other than the age or approximate
age, of any minor who 1s depicted in any child pornography
or visual depiction or copy thereof shall not be admaissible
and may be redacted from any otherwise admissible evi-

dence, and the panel shall be instructed, upon request of
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the Government, that it can draw no inference from the ab-
sence of such evidence.

“(d) DETERMINATION WRONGFULNESS.—Any facts or
crrcumstances that show that a viswal depiction of child
pornography was unintentionally or inadvertently acquired
are relevant to wrongfulness, including, the method by
which the visual depiction was acquired, the length of time
the visual depiction was maintained, and whether the vis-
ual depiction was promptly, and in good faith, destroyed
or reported to law enforcement.

“(e) DETERMINATION OF KNOWING.—An accused may
not be convicted of an offense under subsection (a) if the
accused was not aware that the visual depiction involved
was of a minor or what appeared to be a minor, engaged
wm sexually explicit conduct. Awareness may be inferred
Jrom circumstantial evidence such as the name of a com-
puter file or folder, the name of the host website from which
a visual depiction was viewed or recewed, search terms
used, and the number of images possessed.

“(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘child pornography’ means mate-
rial that contains either an obscene wvisual depiction
of a minor engaging in sexually explicit conduct or
a visual depiction of an actual minor engaging in

sexually explicit conduct.
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“(2) The term ‘distribute’ means to deliver to the
actual or constructive possession of another.

“(3) The term ‘minor’ means any person under
the age of 18 years.

“(4) The term ‘possess’ means to exercise control
of something. Possession may be direct physical cus-
tody like holding an ttem in one’s hand, or it may
be constructive, as in the case of a person who hides
something i a locker or a car to which that person
may return to retrieve it. Possession must be knowing
and conscious. Possession inherently includes the
power or authority to preclude control by others. It is
possible for more than one person to possess an item
sitmultaneously, as when several people share control
over an item.

“(5) The term ‘produce’—

“(A) means to create or manufacture child
pornography that did not previously exist; and
“(B) does nmot include reproducing or copy-

g child pornography.

“(6) The term ‘sexually explicit conduct’ means
actual or simulated—

“(A) sexual intercourse or sodomy, includ-

g genital to genital, oral to genmital, anal to
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genital, or oral to anal, whether between persons
of the same or opposite sex;

“(B) bestiality;

“(C) masturbation,

“(D) sadistic or masochistic abuse; or

“(E) lascivious exhibition of the genitals,
anus, or pubic area of any person.

“(7) The term ‘visual depiction’ includes—

“(4) any developed or undeveloped photo-
graph, picture, film, or wvideo; any digital or
computer vmage, picture, film, or video made by
any means, including those transmitted by any
means including streaming media, even if not
stored i a permanent format; or

“(B) any digital or electronic data capable
of conversion into a visual vmage.”.

(b) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO DEFINITION OF COV-
ERED OFFENSE.—Section 801(17)(A) of title 10, Unated
States Code (article 1(17)(A) of the Uniform Code of Mili-
tary Justice), is amended—

(1) by wmserting “section 917h (article 117D),”
after “section 917a (article 117a),”; and

(2) by striking “the standalone offense of child
pornography punishable under section 934 (article

134),”.
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SEC. 554. AUTHORIZATION OF DEATH PENALTY FOR OF-

FENSE OF RAPE OF A CHILD UNDER THE UNI-
FORM CODE OF MILITARY JUSTICE.

Section 920b(a) of title 10, United States Code (article
120b(a) of the Uniform Code of Military Justice), is amend-
ed by inserting “by death, or such other punishment” after
“shall be punished”.

SEC. 555. INCREASE IN MAXIMUM SENTENCE FOR THE OF-
FENSE OF VOLUNTARY MANSLAUGHTER
UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILITARY
JUSTICE.

(a) REVIEW AND RECOMMENDATION.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Joint Service
Jommittee on  Military Justice, shall review and rec-
ommend to the President an increase for the maximum sen-
tence for voluntary manslaughter under section 919(a) of
title 10, Unated States Code (article 119(a) of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice).

(b) IMPLEMENTATION.—Following receipt of the rec-
ommendation under subsection (a) but not later than one
year after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Presi-
dent shall prescribe requlations updating the maximum
sentence for voluntary manslaughter under section 919(a)

of title 10, Unated States Code (article 119(a) of the Unform
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Jode of Military Justice), in accordance with such rec-

ommendation.

SEC. 556. ANALYSIS OF THE ADVISABILITY OF MODIFYING
THE DEFINITION OF ABUSIVE SEXUAL CON-
TACT UNDER THE UNIFORM CODE OF MILI-
TARY JUSTICE.

(a) ANALYSIS REQUIRED.—The Secretary of Defense,
m coordination with the Joint Service Committee on Mili-
tary Justice, shall analyze the advisability of modifying the
definition of abusive sexual contact under section 920 of
title 10, Unated States Code (article 120 of the Uniform
Code of Military Justice), to address the full range of harm-
Jul behaviors associated with sexual assault and to prevent
masapplication of the offense to acts that are not inherently
abusive.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report detailing the re-
sults of the analysis under subsection (a) and any associ-
ated recommendations.

SEC. 557. REVISION TO SEXUAL ASSAULT PREVENTION AND
RESPONSE TRAINING GUIDANCE.
(a) REVISION REQUIREMENT.—Not later than 180

days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under
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Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, in co-
ordination with the Director of the Sexual Assault Preven-
tion and Response Office of the Department of Defense, shall
revise sexual assault prevention and response training guid-
ance to require that information on the resources of the De-
partment of Veterans Affairs to address experiences with
wunwanted sexual behavior be included wn the annual or
perodic sexual assault prevention and response training
that s administered to all members of the Armed Forces.

(b) IMPLEMENTATION OVERSIGHT.—The Secretary of
Defense shall ensure that each Secretary of a military de-
partment—

(1) incorporates the revised guidance under sub-
section (a) into the formal training curricula of the
military department concerned;

(2) provides documented confirmation to the
Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readi-
ness that the revised training has been delivered to all
currently serving members of the Armed Forces with-
m one year of the approval of such revised guidance;
and

(3) establishes a mechanism to verify continued
compliance with the revised guidance.

(¢) REPORTING.—Not later than one year after the

date on which the revised guidance 1s issued under sub-
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1 section (a), the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-

2 gressional defense committees a report that includes—
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(1) an assessment of the extent to which each
malitary department has implemented the guidance;
and

(2) statistics on number of members of the
Armed Forces trained under the revised guidance.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “unwanted sexual behavior” means
any sexual contact or interaction to which an indi-
vidual does not or could not freely consent, including
harassment, coercion, assault, or abuse.

(2) The term “sexual assault prevention and re-
sponse training” means any training, instruction, or
education provided pursuant to Department of De-
fense Instruction 6495.02, Volume 2 or any successor

guidance.

SEC. 558. REPORTS AND BRIEFINGS ON EFFORTS TO PRE-

VENT AND RESPOND TO SEXUAL ASSAULT,
SEXUAL HARASSMENT, AND INTIMATE-PART-
NER VIOLENCE WITHIN THE DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE.
(a) QUARTERLY REPORTS.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 90 days after

the date of the enactment of this Act, and on a quar-
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terly basis thereafter, the Secretary of Defense, acting
through the Executive Director of Force Resiliency,
shall submat to the committees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives a report
on the efforts of the Department of Defense to prevent
and respond to sexual assault, sexual harassment, and
mtimate-partner violence.

(2) ELEMENTS.—FEach report under paragraph
(1) shall include the following:

(A) An overview of the efforts of the Depanrt-
ment of Defense to prevent and respond to sexual
assault, sexual harassment, and intimate partner
violence.

(B) With respect to the period covered by
the report, the most recently available data on—

(1) reports of sexual assault;

(11) reports of sexual harassment;

(111) reports of intimate partner wvio-
lence;

(1) staffing of the primary prevention
workforce, including filled and unfilled po-
sitions disaggregated by the Army, Air
Force, Navy, and Marine Corps;

(v) staffing of the sexual assault and

harassment response workforce, including
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filled and unfilled positions disaggregated
by the Army, Air Force, Navy, and Marine
Corps;

(vi) staffing of the family advocacy
program, including filled and unfilled posi-
tions disaggregated by the Army, Awr Force,
Navy, and Marine Corps;

(vii) staffing of the offices of special
trial counsel, including filled and unfilled
positions disaggregated by the Army, Air
Force, Navy, and Marine Corps; and

(viir) staffing of the Army Criminal
Investigation Division, Air Force Office of
Special Investigations, and Naval Criminal
Investigative Service, including filled and
unfilled positions dedicated to covered of-
fenses under the jurisdiction of special trial
counsels.

(b) SPECIAL TrIAL COUNSEL BRIEFINGS.—Not later
than one year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
and on an annual basis thereafter, the lead special trial
counsels of the Army, Navy, Air Force, and Marine Corps
shall jointly provide to the Commattees on Armed Services

of the Senate and the House of Representatives a briefing
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on the progress of special trial counsels in prosecuting cov-
ered offenses.
(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section, the terms “covered

4

offense” and “special trial counsel” have the meanings

given those terms in section 801 of title 10, United States

Code (article 1 of the Uniform Code of Military Justice).

SEC. 559. STUDY AND RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING
MISCONDUCT PREVENTION IN OKINAWA,
JAPAN.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 90 days after the date of
the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall seek
to enter into a contract or other agreement with a federally
Junded research and development center pursuant to which
the center shall—

(1) conduct a study to evaluate the effectiveness
of programs, policies, and practices of the covered
Armed Forces to prevent criminal activity and other
misconduct by members stationed in  Okinawa,
Japan; and

(2) develop evidence-based options and rec-
ommendations for changes to programs, policies, and
practices to prevent criminal activity and other mais-
conduct by members of the covered Armed Forces sta-

tioned in Okinawa, Japan.

*HR 3838 RH



O© 00 3 O WD B W N e

[\ T NG T NG I N I N e N o T e T e T e T — Y = S =
W NN = O O 0 N N B W N = O

305

(b) REPORT TO SECRETARIES.—The federally funded
research and development center that carries out the study
and analysis under subsection (a) shall submit to the Sec-
retary of Defense and the Secretaries of the military depart-
ments a report on the results of such study.

(¢) REPORT TO CONGRESS.—Not later than 30 days
after recewving the report under subsection (b), the Secretary
of Defense shall submit an wunaltered copy of the report to
the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate and the
House of Representatives.

(d) IMPROVEMENT PLANS FOR MILITARY DEPART-
MENTS.—Not later than 180 days after receiving the report
under subsection (b), each Secretary of a military depart-
ment shall—

(1) review the findings of the report and, based
on such findings, develop a plan to improve preven-
tion of criminal activity and other misconduct by
members of the covered Armed Forces under the juris-
dictron of that Secretary who are stationed in Oki-
nawa, Japan; and

(2) provide to the Commattees on Armed Services
of the Senate and the House of Representatives a

briefing on the plan.
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(¢) COVERED ARMED FORCES DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term “covered Armed Forces” means the Army,
Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Space Force.

Subtitle G—Career Transition
SEC. 561. ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATION OATH FOR

MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT OF SEPARATION OATH.—~Section
502 of title 10, Unated States Code, is amended—

(1) in subsection (b), by striking “The oath’ and
mserting “An oath established by this section”;

(2) by redesignating subsection (D), as amended,
as subsection (¢); and

(3) by inserting after subsection (a) the following

new subsection (b):

“(b) SEPARATION OATH.—Prior to retirement or other
separation from the armed forces, other than separation
pursuant to the sentence of a cowrt-martial, a member of
an armed force may take the following oath:

“ , recognizing that

my oath to support and defend the Constitution of the
Unated States against all enemies, foreign and domes-
tie, has mvolved me and my fellow members in expe-
riences that few persons, other than our peers, can
understand, do solemnly swear (or affirm) to continue

to be the keeper of my brothers- and sisters-in-arms
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and protector of the United States and the Constitu-
tion; to preserve the values I have learned; to main-
tain my body and my mind; to give help to, and seek
help from, my fellow veterans; and to not bring harm
to myself or others. I take this oath freely and without
purpose of evasion, so help me God.””.

(b) CLERICAL AMENDMENT.—The heading of section

502 of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s amended to read as
Jollows:

“§502. Enlistment oath and separation oath: who may

administer”.

SEC. 562. PRESENTATION BY A VETERANS SERVICE ORGANI-

ZATION IN TAP PRESEPARATION COUN-
SELING.

(a) IN GENERAL—RSection 1142(b) of title 10, United

States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following

new paragraph:

“(20) A presentation that promotes the benefits
available to veterans under laws administered by the
Secretary of Veterans Affairs. Such presentation—

“(A) shall be standardized,;

“(B) shall be previously reviewed and ap-
proved by the Secretary of Veterans Affairs;

“(C) shall be submitted by the Secretary of

Veterans Affairs to the Committees on Veterans’
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Affairs of the Senate and House of Representa-
twves for review at least 90 days before vmple-
mentation;

“(D) shall be presented by—

“(1) a national representative of a vet-
erans service organization recognized under
section 5902 of title 38; or

“(11) 1f a national representative is un-
available, a State or local representative of
such an organization authorized by the Sec-
retary concerned to so present;

“(E) shall include information on how a
veterans service organization wmay assist the
member in filing a clavm described in paragraph
(19);

“(F) may not encourage the member to join
a particular veterans service organization; and

“(G) may not exceed one hour in length.”.

(b) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not less than once each year
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
of Defense shall submit to the Commattees on Armed Serv-
wees of the Senate and House of Representatives, and to the
Committees on Veterans’ Affairs of the Senate and House

of Representatives, a report—
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(1) that vdentifies each veterans service organiza-
tion that presented under paragraph (20) of section

1142(b) of title 10, Unated States Code, as added by

subsection (a);

(2) that contains the number of members of the

Armed Forces who attended such presentations; and

(3) that includes any recommendations of the

Secretary regarding changes to such presentation or

to such paragraph.

SEC. 563. EXPANSION OF ELIGIBILITY OF VETERANS FOR
CERTAIN MILITARY ADAPTIVE SPORTS PRO-
GRAM.

Section 2564a of title 10, United States Code, s
amended in subsection (a)(1)(B), in the matter preceding
clause (1), by striking *, during the one-year period fol-
lowing the veteran’s date of separation,”.

SEC. 564. TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: DEPART-
MENT OF LABOR EMPLOYMENT NAVIGATOR
AND PARTNERSHIP PILOT PROGRAM.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Labor,
e consultation with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary
of the department in which the Coast Guard is operating
when it 1s not operating as a service in the Navy, and the

Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall carry out a pilot pro-
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gram to be known as the “Employment Navigator and
Partnership Pilot Program™. The pilot program shall sup-
plement the program under section 1144 of title 10, United
States Code.

(b) AcrviTiES.—In carrying out the pilot program
under this section, the Secretary of Labor, in consultation
with the Secretary of Defense, the Secretary of the depart-
ment in which the Coast Guard s operating when it is not
operating as a service in the Navy, and the Secretary of
Veterans Affairs, shall—

(1) seek to enter into contracts with public, pri-
vate, and nonprofit entities under which such entities
provide individualized employment counseling  for
members of the Armed Forces and their spouses;

(2) prioritize entering into contracts with quali-
Jied private entities that have experience providing
mstruction to members of the Armed Forces eligible
Jor assistance under the pilot program carried out
under this section on—

(A) private sector culture, resume writing,
career networking, and training on job search
technologies;

(B) academic readiness and educational op-

portunities; or
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(C) other relevant topics, as determined by
the Secretary;
(3) give a preference to any private entity that—
(A4) has a national or international geo-
graphical area of service;
(B) provides multiple forms of career assist-
ance and placement services to—
(1) active duty members of the Armed
Forces;
(11) spouses of active duty members of
the Armed Forces;
(111) veterans; and
(1v) spouses of veterans;
(C) provides services to at least 1,000 indi-
viduals who are—
(1) active duty members of the Armed
Forces;
(11) spouses of active duty members of
the Armed Forces;
(111) veterans; or
(1v) spouses of veterans;
(D) has continuously, for at least the three-
year period immediately preceding the date of
the contract, provided services to individuals who

are—
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(i) active duty members of the Armed
Forces;

(11) spouses of active duty members of
the Armed Forces;

(111) veterans; and

(1v) spouses of veterans; and
(E) has a demonstrated record of success in

providing assistance with employment services,
as indicated by—

(i) the average wages or earnings of
people who receive employment services pro-
vided by the entity;

(11) prior completion of Federal grants
or contracts;

(111) having at least 75 percent of its
participants — find  full-time  employment
within six months of initially recerving em-
ployment services provided by the entity;
and

(1v) other employment performance in-
dicators, as determined by the Secretary;
and

(4) seek to enter into contracts with not fewer
than 10, but not more than 60, private entities under

which each such entity 1s compensated at a rate
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agreed upon between the Secretary and the entity for

each indiwvidual who receives employment services pro-

vided by the entity and s in unsubsidized employ-
ment during the second quarter after exit from the
program; and

(5) conduct such other activities as may be nec-
essary for the delwery of indiwvidualized employment
counseling and other employment services under this
section.

(¢c) REPORT.—Not later than October 1 of each year
during the term of the pilot program, the Secretary of
Labor, i consultation with the Secretary of Defense, the
Secretary of the department in which the Coast Guard is
operating when it is not operating as a service in the Navy,
and the Secretary of Veterans Affairs, shall submit to the
Committees on Armed Services, the Committee on Trans-
portation and Infrastructure of the House of Representa-
tives, and the Commattees on Veterans’ Affarrs of the Senate
and House of Representatives a report on the pilot program
under this section, including the employment outcomes for
members of the Armed Forces and their spouses who receive
employment services under the program on the following in-

dvcators of performance—

*HR 3838 RH



O o0 N N W BB W

O TN NG I N T NG N NG I NG B e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG U N N = = N Re - BN B e ) W ) B ~S O I NO S e

314

(1) the percentage of program participants who
are in unsubsidized employment during the second
quarter after exit from the program;

(2) the percentage of program participants who
are in unsubsidized employment during the fourth
quarter after exit from the program; and

(3) the median earnings of program participants
who are in unsubsidized employment during the sec-
ond quarter after exit from the program.

(d) TERMINATION.—The pilot program shall terminate

five years after the date on which the Secretary of Labor

begins to carry out the pilot program.
SEC. 565. SKILLBRIDGE: APPRENTICESHIP PROGRAMS.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than September 30, 2026, the
Secretary of Defense, in consultation with the Secretary of
the department in which the Coast Guard is operating when
not operating as a service in the Department of the Navy,
shall conduct a study to wdentify the private entities partici-
pating wn Skillbridge that offer positions in registered ap-
prenticeship programs to covered members.

(b) RECRUITMENT.—The Secretary of Defense shall
consult with officials and employees of the Department of
Labor who have experience with registered apprenticeship
programs to facilitate the Secretary entering into agree-

ments with entities that offer positions described in sub-
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section (a) in areas where the Secretary determines few such
positions are available to covered members.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered member” means a member
of the Armed Forces eligible for Skillbridge.

(2) The term “registered apprenticeship pro-
gram” means an apprenticeship program registered
under the Act of August 16, 1937 (commonly known
as the “National Apprenticeship Act”; 50 Stat. 664,
chapter 663; 29 U.S.C. 50 et seq.).

(3) The term “Skillbridge” means an employ-
ment skills training program under section 1143(e) of
title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 566. FEMALE MEMBERS OF CERTAIN ARMED FORCES
AND CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES OF THE DEPART-
MENT OF DEFENSE IN STEM.

(a) STUDY; REPORT—Not later than September 30,
2025, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a report containing the results of a study on
how to—

(1) wncrease participation of covered individuals
m positions in the covered Armed Forces or Depart-

ment of Defense and related to STEM; and
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1 (2) change Skillbridge to help covered individ-
2 uals eligible for Skillbridge find civilian employment
3 m positions related to STEM.

4 (b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

5 (1) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
6 Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Space
7 Foree.

8 (2) The term “covered individual” means a fe-
9 male—
10 (A) member of a covered Armed Force; or
11 (B) civilian employee of the Department of
12 Defense.
13 (3) The term “Skillbridge” means an employ-
14 ment skills training program under section 1143(e) of
15 title 10, Unated States Code.
16 (4) The term “STEM” means science, technology,
17 engineering, and mathematics.
18  Subtitle H—Family Programs and

19 Child Care

20 SEC. 571. NOTIFICATION OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE AT

21 PROVIDERS OF CHILD CARE SERVICES OR
22 YOUTH PROGRAMS.
23 Section 1794 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-

24 ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:
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“(g) NOTIFICATION OF SUSPECTED CHILD ABUSE.—
(1) The Secretary of Defense shall prescribe a policy that
requires covered child and youth programs to—

“(A) not later than 24 hours after a program be-
comes aware of alleged or suspected abuse or neglect
of a child occurring in such program, notify the par-
ents and guardians of such child of such alleged or
suspected abuse or neglect; and

“(B) not later than 72 hours after a program be-
comes aware of alleged abuse or neglect of a child oc-
curring in such program, provide notice of such al-
leged abuse or neglect to—

“(v) the Commaittees on Armed Services of
the Senate and the House of Representatives;

“(11) 1f the alleged abuse or neglect occurs in
one of the several States, the Senators that rep-
resent the State in which the alleged abuse or ne-
glect occurred; and

“(11) of the alleged abuse or neglect occurs

m a location represented by a Member of, or Del-

egate or Resident Commissioner to, the House of

Representatives, the Member of, or Delegate or

Resident Commassioner to, the House of Rep-

resentatives that represents such location.
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“(2) In this subsection, the term ‘covered child and
youth program’ means a military child development center,
a Department of Defense youth program, a family home
day care, or a provider of child care services or youth pro-
gram services that receives financial assistance under sec-
tion 1798.”.

SEC. 572. PILOT PROGRAM TO INCREASE PAYMENTS FOR
CHILD CARE SERVICES IN HIGH-COST AREAS.

Section 1798 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:

“(d) PILOT PROGRAM FOR INCREASED PAYMENTS IN
HIGH-coST AREAS.—(1) Beginning on January 1, 2027,
the Secretary shall establish a pilot program to increase the
maximum amount of financial assistance per month per
child that the Secretary authorizes to be provided to eligible
providers under this section as of December 31, 2026, by
30 percent for services provided to children who are two
years old or younger in accordance with this subsection.

“(2) The Secretary—

“(A) shall provide for an increased maximum
amount of financial assistance under the pilot pro-
gram established wunder this subsection in each area
with high child care services costs, as determined by

the Secretary; and
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“(B) may provide for such increased maximum
amount of financial assistance in other areas as the
Secretary considers appropriate.
“(3) Not later than one year after the establishment
of the pilot program under this subsection, and semiannu-
ally thereafter until the date of the termination of the pilot

program, the Secretary shall submit to the congressional de-

fense commaittees a report on the pilot program that in-

cludes—

“(A) the number of famailies with respect to
whom the Secretary has increased the maximum
amount of financial assistance per month per child
being  provided — under  the  pilot  program,
dusaggregated by location;

“(B) the total amount of financial assistance
provided under the pilot program with respect to such
Jamalves, disaggregated by location;

“(C) the total amount of financial assistance
that would have been provided with respect to such
Jamalies without the inerease under the pilot program,
disaggregated by location;

“(D) the determination of the Secretary as to
whether additional funding under the pilot pro-

gram—
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1 “(1) helped reduce child care costs for appli-
2 cable malitary famalies;

3 “(ir) wncreased child care provider partici-
4 pation an  the financial assistance avarlable
5 under this section; and

6 “(111) increased access to infant and toddler
7 care for military famalies;

8 “(E) the determination of the Secretary with re-
9 spect to the feasibility of expanding the pilot program
10 to all communaties;
11 “(F) any challenges identified by the Secretary
12 m carrying out the pilot program;
13 “(Q) legislation or administrative action that the
14 Secretary determines necessary to make the pilot pro-
15 gram permanent; and
16 “(H) any other information the Secretary deter-
17 mines appropriate.
18 “(4) Not later than 90 days after the date of the terma-

19 nation of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submait to

20 the congressional defense committees a report that in-

21 cludes—

22 “(A) the elements specified in subparagraphs (A)
23 through (H) of paragraph (3); and

24 “(B) the recommendation of the Secretary as to
25 whether to make the pilot program permanent.
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“(5) The pilot program established wunder this sub-
section shall terminate on the date that s five years after
the date on which such program 1s established.”.

SEC. 573. PILOT PROGRAM TO INCREASE PAYMENTS FOR
CHILD CARE SERVICES IN HIGH-COST AREAS.

Section 1798 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) by redesignating subsection (c) as subsection
(d); and

(2) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
new subsection:

“(c¢) PILOT PROGRAM FOR GIRANTS TO INCREASE IN-
FANT AND TODDLER CAPACITY IN HIGH-COST AREAS.—(1)
The Secretary of Defense may establish a pilot program to
provide grants to eligible providers seeking to expand the
capacity of such providers to provide care for infants and
toddlers.

“2) A grant awarded under the pilot program estab-
lished under paragraph (1) shall—

“(A) be in an amount determined by the Sec-
retary, but in no case more than 75 percent of the es-
tvmated cost of the expansion for which the grant s
provided; and

“(B) require the recipient of a grant to—
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“(r) make available not less than half of
any additional capacity for infants and toddlers
to children of members of the armed forces that
results from the expansion for which a grant 1is
awarded for the 10-year period that begins on
the date on which such expansion is completed;
and

“(11) certify that the recipient will not dis-

place children enrolled on the date described n

clause (1) who are not children of members of the

armed forces to meet the requirement of clause

(1).

“(3) The Secretary—

“(A) shall award grants under the pilot program
established under paragraph (1) to not less than 10
eligible providers located in areas with high child care
services costs, as determined by the Secretary; and

“(B) may award grants under the pilot program
established under paragraph (1) to eligible providers
located in other areas as the Secretary considers ap-
propriate.

“(4) Not later than one year after the establishment

23 of the pilot program under this subsection, and semiannu-

24 ally thereafter until the date of the termination of the pilot

25 program, the Secretary shall submat to the appropriate con-
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1 gressional commaittees a report on the pilot program that

2 ancludes—

3

© o 9 o W A
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“(A) the number of eligible providers partici-
pating in the pilot program, disaggregated by loca-
tion;

“(B) the number of additional infant and tod-
dler enrollments at eligible providers made available
under the pilot program, disaggregated by loacation,

“(C) the determination of the Secretary as to
whether grants provided under the pilot program—

“(1) helped reduce child care costs for appli-
cable malitary famalies;

“(11) increased child care provider partici-
pation in  the financial assistance available
under this section; and

“(111) increased access to infant and toddler
care for military famailies;

“(D) the determination of the Secretary with re-
spect to the feasibility of expanding the pilot program
to all communities;

“(E) any challenges identified by the Secretary
m carrying out the pilot program;

“(F) leguslation or administrative action that the
Secretary determines necessary to make the pilot pro-

gram permanent; and
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1 “(G) any other information the Secretary deter-
2 mines appropriate.

3 “(5) Not later than 90 days after the date of the terma-
4 nation of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
S the appropriate congressional committees a report that in-
6 cludes—

7 “(A) the elements specified in subparagraphs (A)
8 through (G) of paragraph (4); and

9 “(B) the recommendation of the Secretary as to

[a—
S

whether to make the pilot program permanent.

[E—
[—

“(6) The pilot program established under this sub-
12 section shall terminate on the date that s five years after
13 the date on which such program is established.

14 “(7) In this subsection, the term ‘appropriate congres-

15 sional commattees’ means—

16 “(A) the congressional defense committees;

17 “(B) the Committee on Commerce, Science, and
18 Transportation of the Senate; and

19 “(C) the Commattee on Transportation and In-
20 Sfrastructure of the House of Representatives.”.

21 SEC. 574. EXTENSION OF PILOT PROGRAM TO PROVIDE FI-

22 NANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO MEMBERS OF THE
23 ARMED FORCES FOR IN-HOME CHILD CARE.
24 (a) EXTENSION.—Subsection (d) of section 589 of the

25 William M. (Mac) Thornberry National Defense Authoriza-
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tion Act for Fiscal Year 2021 (10 U.S.C. 1791 note) 1is
amended by striking ‘‘five years after” and all that follows
and inserting “on December 31, 2029.”.

(b) FINAL REPORT—Subsection (c¢)(2) of such section
1s amended by striking “90 days after” and inserting “one
year before”.

SEC. 575. MILITARY ONESOURCE: INFORMATION REGARD-
ING MATERNAL HEALTH CARE.

Section 561 of the National Defense Authorization Act

10 for Fiscal Year 2010 (Public Law 111-84; 10 U.S.C. 1781

11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23

note) s amended, 1n subsection (b)—
(1) by redesignating paragraphs (4) through (17)
as paragraphs (5) through (18), respectively; and
(2) by striking paragraphs (2) and (3) and in-
serting after paragraph (1) the following new para-
graphs:
“(2) Health care.
“(3) Maternal health care, including the fol-
lowing:
“(A) A list of maternal health services, in-
cluding pre- and post-natal care.
“(B) A guide to continuity of such care

through a permanent change of station.
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“(C) With regards to a pregnant member,
relevant regulations, options for leave, and uni-
Jorm resources and requirements.
“(4) Death benefits and life insurance pro-
grams.”.
SEC. 576. PROHIBITION ON AVAILABILITY OF FUNDS FOR
TERMINATION OF DODEA AND CHILD CARE
WORKERS.
None of the funds authorized to be appropriated by this
Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026 for the
Department of Defense may be obligated or expended to ter-
minate employees of Military Child Development Programs
or employees of the Department of Defense Education Activ-
wty, regardless of whether such positions are funded by ap-
propriated or nonappropriated funds, unless the employee
was documented as not performing or engaging in mis-
conduct.
Subtitle I—Dependent Education
SEC. 581. ENSURING ACCESS TO DODEA SCHOOLS FOR CER-
TAIN MEMBERS OF THE RESERVE COMPO-
NENTS.
Section 2164 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:
“(n) KLIGIBILITY OF DEPENDENTS OF CERTAIN MEM-

BERS OF THE RESERVE COMPONENTS.—(1) A dependent
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of a member described in paragraph (2) shall be eligible
to attend a school established under this section at the maili-
tary installation that is the permanent station of such
member and such dependent shall automatically be granted
enrollment at such school at the request of such member if
there is sufficient space in the school to accommodate the
dependent. In the event there is not sufficient space avail-
able at such school at the time the dependent seeks to enroll,
the dependent shall be place on a wait-list for enrollment
wm the school.

“(2) A member described in this paragraph is a mem-
ber—

“(A) of a reserve component;
“(B) performing active service; and
“(C) pursuant to an order for accompanied per-
manent change of station.”.
SEC. 582. CERTAIN ASSISTANCE TO LOCAL EDUCATIONAL
AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT DEPENDENTS OF
MILITARY AND CIVILIAN PERSONNEL.

(a) CONTINUATION OF AUTHORITY TO ASSIST LOCAL
EDUCATIONAL AGENCIES THAT BENEFIT DEPENDENTS OF
MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND DEPARTMENT OF
DEFENSE CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES.—

(1) ASSISTANCE TO SCHOOLS WITH SIGNIFICANT

NUMBERS OF MILITARY DEPENDENT STL"’DENTS.—Of
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the amount authorized to be appropriated for fiscal
year 2026 by section 301 and available for operation
and maintenance for Defense-wide activities as speci-
fied in the funding table in section 4301, $35,000,000
shall be available only for the purpose of providing
assistance to local educational agencies under sub-
section (a) of section 572 of the National Defense Au-
thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2006 (Public Law
109—-163; 20 U.S.C. 7703b).

(2) LOCAL EDUCATIONAL AGENCY DEFINED.—In
this subsection, the term “local educational agency”
has the meaning given that term in section 7013(9)
of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act of
(20 US.C. 7713(9)).

(b) ImpacT AiD rOrR CHILDREN WITH SEVERE DIS-

16 ABILITIES.—

17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

(1) IN GENERAL.—Of the amount authorized to
be appropriated for fiscal year 2026 pursuant to sec-
tion 301 and available for operation and mainte-
nance for Defense-wide activities as specified in the
Junding table in section 4301, $5,000,000 shall be
available for payments under section 363 of the Floyd
D. Spence National Defense Authorization Act for
Fiscal Year 2001 (as enacted into law by Public Law
106-398; 114 Stat. 1654A-77; 20 U.S.C. 7703a).
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(2) ADDITIONAL AMOUNT—Of the amount au-
thorized to be appropriated for fiscal year 2026 pur-
suant to section 301 and available for operation and
maintenance for Defense-wide activities as specified
wm the funding table in section 4301, $5,000,000 shall
be available for use by the Secretary of Defense to
make payments to local educational agencies deter-
mined by the Secretary to have higher concentrations
of military children with severe disabilities.

(3) BRIEFING.—Not later than March 31, 2026,
the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House
of Representatives a briefing on the Department of
Defense’s evaluation of each local educational agency
with higher concentrations of military children with
severe disabilities and subsequent determination of the
amounts of impact aid each such agency shall receive.

SEC. 583. VERIFICATION OF REPORTING OF ELIGIBLE FED-
ERALLY CONNECTED CHILDREN FOR PUR-

POSES OF FEDERAL IMPACT AID PROGRAMS.
(a) CERTIFICATION.—On an annual basis, each com-
mander of a malitary installation under the jurisdiction of
the Secretary of a military department shall submit to such
Secretary a written certification verifying whether the com-

mander has confirmed the information contained wn all 1m-
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pact aid source check forms received from local educational

agencies as of the date of such certification.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than June 30 of each year,

each Secretary of a military department shall submit to
the congressional defense commaittees a report, based on the

mformation recewved under subsection (a), that identifies—

(1) each military installation under the jurisdic-
tion of such Secretary that has confirmed the infor-
mation contained in all impact aid source check
Jorms recewed from local educational agencies as of
the date of the report; and

(2) each malitary installation that has not con-
firmed the information contained in such forms as of
such date.

(¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “empact ard souwrce check form”
means a form submatted to a military installation by
a local educational agency to confirm the number and
wdentity of chaldren eligible to be counted for purposes
of the Federal vmpact aid program under section
7003(a) of the Elementary and Secondary Education
Act of 1965 (20 U.S.C. 7703(a)).

(2) The term “local educational agency” has the

meaning given that term in section 8101 of the Kle-
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mentary and Secondary Education Act of 1965 (20

U.S.C. 7801).

Subtitle J—Decorations and
Awards, Reports, and Other Mat-
ters

SEC. 591. AUTHORIZATION FOR AWARD OF MEDAL OF

HONOR TO JAMES CAPERS, JR., FOR ACTS OF
VALOR AS A MEMBER OF THE MARINE CORPS
DURING THE VIETNAM WAR.

(a) AUTHORIZATION.—Notwithstanding the time limi-
tations specified in section 8298 of title 10, United States
Code, or any other time lLimatation with respect to the
awarding of certain medals to persons who served in the
Armed Forces, the President 1s authorized to award the
Medal of Honor, under section 8291 of such title, to James
Japers, Jr., for the acts of valor described in subsection (b).

(b) Acts OF VALOR DESCRIBED.—The acts of valor
described in this subsection are the actions of James Capers,
Jr., as a member of the Marine Corps, during the period
of March 31 through April 3, 1967, during the Vietnam

War, for which he was previously awarded the Silver Star.
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SEC. 592. AUTHORIZATION TO AWARD THE MEDAL OF

HONOR TO RETIRED COLONEL PHILIP .
CONRAN FOR ACTS OF VALOR IN LAOS DUR-
ING THE VIETNAM WAR.

Notwithstanding the time limitations specified in sec-
tion 9274 of title 10, United States Code, or any other time
Limitation with respect to the awarding of certain medals
to persons who served in the Armed Forces, the President
1s authorized to award the Medal of Honor, under section
9271 of such title, to retired Colonel Philip J. Conran for
the acts of valor in Laos during the Vietnam war, for which

he was previously awarded the Avr Force Cross.

TITLE VI—COMPENSATION AND
OTHER PERSONNEL BENEFITS
Subtitle A—Basic Pay and Retired
Pay
SEC. 601. CODIFICATION OF APPLICABILITY TO SPACE

FORCE OF CERTAIN PAY AND ALLOWANCE AU-
THORITIES.
(a) DEFINITIONS.—Section 101 of title 37, Unaited
States Code, is amended—
(1) in paragraph (22), by inserting “, or for
members of the Space Force in space force active sta-
tus not on sustained duty,” after “reserve component”™

m subparagraphs (A) and (B); and
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(2) by adding at the end the following new para-
graphs:

“(27) The term ‘space force active status’ has the
meaning giwen that term in section 101 of title 10.

“(28) The term ‘sustained duty’ has the meaning
gwen that term in section 101 of title 10.”.
(b) BASIC PAy.—Chapter 3 of such title is amended

as follows:

(1) REFERENCES TO OFFICER GRADES.—~Section
201(a) of such title 1s amended—

(A) by striking “(1) Subject to paragraph
(2), for the” and inserting “For the”;

(B) by striking “and Marine Corps” in the
heading of the second column of the table and in-
serting “Marine Corps, and Space Force”; and

(C) by striking paragraph (2).

(2) APPLICABLE PAY AND ALLOWANCES FOR CER-
TAIN SPACE FORCE MEMBERS WHO ARE PHYSICALLY
DISABLED OR INCUR LOSS OF EARNED INCOME WHEN
NOT ON SUSTAINED DUTY.—Subsections (g)(1) and
(h)(1) of section 204 of such title are amended by in-

serting “, or a member of the Space Force in space

Jorce active status not on sustained duty,” after “of

a reserve component of a uniformed service”.
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(3) SERVICE CREDITABLE FOR COMPUTATION.—

Section 205(a)(2) of such title is amended—

(A4) by transferring subparagraph (F) to
appear after subparagraph (A) and redesig-
nating that subparagraph as subparagraph (B);

(B) by redesignating subparagraphs (D)
and (E) as subparagraphs (E) and (F), respec-
twely;

(C) by striking subparagraph (C) and re-
designating the original subparagraph (B) as
subparagraph (D); and

(D) by inserting after subparagraph (B), as
transferred and redesignated by subparagraph
(A) of this paragraph, the following new sub-
paragraph (C):

“(C) the Space Force;”.

(4) INACTIVE-DUTY TRAINING PAY.—Section 206

of such title vs amended—

(A) in subsection (a), in the matter pre-
ceding paragraph (1)—
(1) by striking “Guard or a” and in-
serting “Guard, a”; and
(11) by inserting “, or a member of the
Space Force” after “uniformed service” the

Jirst place 1t appears;
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(B) wn subsection (d)—

(1) in paragraph (1), by inserting
by a member of the Space Force,” after “re-
serve component”; and

(ir) in paragraph (2), by inserting “or
the Space Force,” after “Ready Reserve”;
(C) in subsection (e)—

(1) by striking “Guard or of a” and in-
serting “Guard, a”’; and

4

(11) by nserting “, or the Space Force’

)

after “uniformed services”; and

(D) in the section heading, by inserting 5

MEMBERS OF THE SPACE FORCE’” before the

colon.

(5) PARTICIPATION IN THRIFT SAVINGS PLAN.—

Section 211(a)(2) of such title 1s amended by insert-

g “or the Space Force” after “member of the Ready

Reserve”

(¢c) SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE PAY, AND BONUS AU-

THORITIES.—Subchapter II of chapter 5 of such title is

amended as follows:

(1) GENERAL BONUS AUTHORITY FOR ENLISTED

MEMBERS.—Section 331 of such title is amended—
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(1) by striking “or” at the end of para-
graph (4);
(11) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (5) and inserting “; or”; and
(111) by adding at the end the following

new paragraph:

“(6) transfers from a reqular component or re-

serve component of an armed force to the Space Force

or from the Space Force to a regular component or

reserve component of another armed force, subject to

the approval of the Secretary with jurisdiction over

the armed force to which the member is transfer-

ring.”’; and
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(11r) wn subparagraph (D), by striking
“paragraph (4) or (5)” and inserting
“paragraph (4), (5), or (6)”.
(2) GENERAL BONUS AUTHORITY FOR OFFI-
CERS.—RSection 332 of such title is amended—
(A) in subsection (a)—
(1) by striking “or” at the end of para-
graph (4);
(11) by striking the period at the end of
paragraph (5) and inserting “; or”; and
(111) by adding at the end the following
new paragraph:

“(6) transfers from a reqular component or re-
serve component of a uniformed service to the Space
Force or from the Space Force to a regular component
or reserve component of another uniformed service,
subject to the approval of the Secretary with jurisdic-
tion over the uniformed service to which the member
1S transferring.”’; and

(B) wn subsection (¢)(1)—
(1) w subparagraph (C), by inserting

(13
)

under section 20105 of title 10,” after “in

or in the Space Force on sustained duty

a reqular component’;
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(11) wn subparagraph (D), by inserting

“ or in the Space Force wn space force ac-

twve status not on sustained duty under sec-

tion 20105 of title 10,” after “in a reserve
component” and

(111) wn subparagraph (E), by striking

“paragraph (4) or (5)7 and inserting

“paragraph (1), (5), or (6)”.

(3) SPECIAL AVIATION INCENTIVE PAY OR BONUS
FOR OFFICERS.—RSection 334 of such title is amend-
ed—

(A) by striking “in a regular or reserve
component” in  subsections (a)(1), (b), (h)(1),
(h)(2), and (h)(3);

(B) in subsection (b)(3), by inserting *, or,
wm the case of an officer of the Space Force, to
remain in space force active status,” after “in a
reserve component”’; and

(C) in subsection (e)—

(1) in the subsection heading, by strik-

g “RESERVE COMPONENT”; and

(11) by striking “A reserve component

officer” and inserting “An officer.”.
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(4) SPECIAL pPAYS.—Sections 351(a), 352(a),
353(a), and 353(b) of such title are amended by strik-
mg “of a reqular or reserve component”.

( 53 ) RETENTION INCENTIVES FOR MEMBERS
QUALIFIED IN CRITICAL MILITARY SKILLS OR AS-
SIGNED TO HIGH PRIORITY UNITS.—Section 355 of
such title 1s amended—

(A) in subsection (a)—
(1) in the matter preceding paragraph
(1)—

(1) by striking “An officer or en-
listed member” and inserting “A mem-
ber”; and

(I1) by inserting “, or a member
the Space Force who 1is serving in
space force actwe status,” after “in a
reserve component”; and
(11) in paragraph (1), by inserting “or

to remain 1n space force active status for at

least one year” before the semaicolon at the

end;

(B) wn subsection (d)(1), by inserting “or a
member of the Space Force not on sustained
duty” in the second sentence after “reserve com-

ponent member”; and
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(C) in subsection (e)—

(1) n paragraph (1), by striking “ac-
twe duty or service in an active status in
a reserve component” in subparagraph (A)
and the first place it appears in subpara-
graph (B) and inserting “a specified form
of service (or combination thereof)”;

(11) wn paragraphs (1)(B), (2), (3), and
(4), by striking “active duty or service in
an actwe status m a reserve component for
which” and inserting “service for which’”;
and

(111) by adding at the end the following

new paragraph:

“(5) In this subsection, the term ‘specified form

of service’ means—

“(A) service on active duty;

“(B) service in an active status in a reserve

component; or

“(C) service in the Space Force in space

Jorce active status.”.

(6) CONTINUATION PAY FOR FULL TSP MEMBERS

WITH 7 TO 12 YEARS OF SERVICE.—Section 356(b) of

such title s amended—
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(A4) n the matter preceding paragraph
(1)—

(1) in the second sentence, by striking

“or a reserve component” and inserting

a member of the Space Force on sustained

duty, or a member of a reserve component’’;

and
(11) wn the third sentence, by inserting

“or a member of the Space Force in space

force active status not on sustained duty”

after “(as so defined)”;

(B) in paragraph (1), by inserting “or a
member of the Space Force on sustained duty”
m the matter preceding subparagraph (A) after
“of a regular component”; and

(C) in paragraph (2)—

(1) by inserting “or a member of the

Space Force in space force active status and

not on sustained duty” in the matter pre-

ceding subparagraph (A) after “of a reserve
component”; and

(11) by inserting “or a member of the
Space Force on sustained duty, respec-
tively,” in subparagraph (A) after “of a

reqular component”.
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(d) ADMINISTRATION OF SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE

2 PaAy, AND BONUS AUTHORITIES.—Subchapter III of chap-

3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15

ter 5 of such title is amended as follows:

(1) CONTINUATION OF PAY AND ALLOWANCES
DURING CERTAIN HOSPITALIZATION AND REHABILITA-
TION.—Section 372(a) of such title is amended by
striking “of a reqular or reserve component”.

(2) REPAYMENT OF UNEARNED PORTION OF
BONUS OR SPECIAL OR INCENTIVE PAY.—Section
373(d)(2)(A) of such title is amended by striking “in
a regular or reserve component who remains on active
duty or in an active status” and inserting “who re-
mains on active duty, i an active status in a reserve
component, or in space force active status”.

(¢) ALLOWANCES OTHER THAN TRAVEL AND TRANS-

16 PORTATION ALLOWANCES.—Section 416 of such title s

17
18
19
20
21
22
23

amended by inserting “an officer of the Space Force not

on sustained duty,” after “of component,”.

(f) LEAVE.—Section 501 of such title 1s amended—
(1) wn subsection (a)—

(13

(A) by wnserting “, or of the Space Force,”

m paragraphs (4) and (5) after “of a reserve

component”™; and
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(B) by inserting “, or from the Space
Force,” in paragraph (4) after “from the reserve
component”; and
(2) in subsection (b)(5)—

(A) in subparagraphs (A) and (D), by in-
serting “, or a member of the Space Force in
space force active status not on sustained duty,”
after “of a reserve component”; and

(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking “Reg-
ular” before “Space Force”.

(9) MISCELLANEOUS RIGHTS AND BENEFITS.—Chap-
ter 17 of such title is amended as follows:

(1) Section 908(a)(2) of such title is amended by
mserting “and members of the Space Force in space
Jorce active status not on sustained duty” after “of
the armed forces”.

(2) Section 910 of such title is amended—

(A) by nserting “or of the Space Force”
after “of the armed forces” in subsection (a);

(B) by inserting “or the Space Force” after

(43

a reserve component” in  subsections (b)(1),
(D)(2), (b)(3), and (e)(1); and

(C) in the heading of such section by insert-
mg “AND MEMBERS OF THE SPACE FORCE”

after “RESERVE COMPONENT MEMBERS’.
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(h) ADMINISTRATION.—Section 1002 of such title is
amended—
(1) in subsection (a)—

(A4) by striking “of the National Guard, or
of a reserve component of a uniformed service,”
and inserting “of a reserve component of a uni-
Jormed service, or of the Space Force”; and

(B) by striking “his consent” and inserting
“the member’s consent”; and

(C) in subsection (c), by inserting “or the
Space Force” after “of a reserve component”;
and
(2) wn the heading, by striking “AND MEMBERS

OF NATIONAL GUARD” and inserting s MEMBERS

OF THE NATIONAL GUARD; MEMBERS OF THE

SPACE FORCE”.

(1) CONFORMING AMENDMENT TO REFLECT CHANGE
OF NAME OF SPACE AND MISSILE SYSTEMS CENTER TO
SrAcE SYSTEMS COMMAND.—Section 2273a(a) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended by striking “Aivr Force
Space and Missile Systems Center” and inserting “Space

Force Space Systems Command”.
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Subtitle B—Bonus and Incentive
Pays
SEC. 611. ONE-YEAR EXTENSION OF CERTAIN EXPIRING
BONUS AND SPECIAL PAY AUTHORITIES.

(a) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO RESERVE FORCES.—
Section 910(g) of title 37, United States Code, relating to
mcome replacement payments for reserve component mem-
bers experiencing extended and frequent mobilization for ac-
tive duty service, is amended by striking “December 31,
20257 and inserting “December 31, 2026”.

(b) TrrLE 10 AUTHORITIES RELATING TO HEALTH
CARE PROFESSIONALS.—The following sections of title 10,
Unated States Code, are amended by striking “December 31,
20257 and inserting “December 31, 2026”:

(1) Section 2130a(a)(1), relating to nurse officer
candidate accession program.

(2) Section 16302(d), relating to repayment of
education loans for certain health professionals who
serve in the Selected Reserve.

(¢) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO NUCLEAR OFFI-
CERS.—Section 333(1) of title 37, United States Code, 1is
amended by striking “December 31, 20257 and inserting
“December 31, 2026

(d) AUTHORITIES RELATING TO TITLE 37 CONSOLI-

DATED SPECIAL PAY, INCENTIVE PAY, AND BONUS AU-
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1 rHorrries.—The following sections of title 37, United

2 States Code, are amended by striking “December 31, 2025”

3 and inserting “December 31, 2026”:

(1) Section 331(h), relating to general bonus au-
thority for enlisted members.

(2) Section 332(g), relating to general bonus au-
thority for officers.

(3) Section 334(i), relating to special aviation
mcentive pay and bonus authorities for officers.

(4) Section 335(k), relating to special bonus and
meentive pay authorities for officers in health profes-
S1ons.

(5) Section 336(g), relating to contracting bonus

Jor cadets and maidshipmen enrolled in the Senior Re-

serve Officers” Training Corps.

(6) Section 351(h), relating to hazardous duty
pay.

(7) Section 352(q), relating to assignment pay or
special duty pay.

(8) Section 353(1), relating to skill incentive pay
or proficiency bonus.

(9) Section 355(h), relating to retention incen-
twes for members qualified in critical military skills

or assigned to high priority units.
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(e) AUTHORITY TO PROVIDE TEMPORARY INCREASE IN
RATES OF BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING.—Section
403(b) of title 37, United States Code, 1is amended—

(1) wn paragraph (7)(K), relating to an area cov-
ered by a major disaster declaration or containing an
mstallation experiencing an influx of military per-
sonnel, by striking “December 31, 20257 and insert-
g “December 31, 2026”; and

(2) in paragraph (8)(C), relating to an area
where actual housing costs differ from current rates
by more than 20 percent, by striking “December 31,
20257 and inserting “December 31, 20267

SEC. 612. INCENTIVE PAY: EXPLOSIVE ORDNANCE DIS-
POSAL DUTY.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Subchapter I of chapter 5 of
title 37, Unated States Code, is amended by inserting after
section 301e the following new section:

“§301f. Incentive pay: explosive ordnance disposal
duty.

“(a) ELIGIBILITY.—(1) Subject to regulations pre-
seribed by the Secretary of Defense, a regular member of
a covered armed force 1s entitled to continuous monthly ex-
plosiwve ordnance disposal duty incentive pay in the amount
specified in subsection (b)(1) if the member—

“(A) 1s entatled to basic pay;

*HR 3838 RH



348

[E—

“(B) holds (or is in traiming leading to) an ex-
plosive ordnance disposal duty designator; and
“(C) 1s in and remains in explosive ordnance
disposal duty on a career basis.
“(2) Subject to regulations prescribed by the Secretary
of Defense, a member of a covered armed force who is enti-
tled to basic pay but is not entitled to continuous monthly

explosive ordnance disposal duty incentive pay under para-

O o0 9 N U B W

graph (1) is entitled to explosive ordnance disposal duty

[a—
S

meentive pay wn the amount prescribed pursuant to sub-

[E—
[E—

section (b)(2) for any period during which such member

[S—
[\

performs explosive ordnance disposal duty under orders.

[a—
W

“(b) RATES.—(1) Continuous monthly explosive ord-

[—
N

nance disposal duty incentive pay under subsection (a)(1)

[S—
()}

shall be in the following amounts:

“Years of explosive ordnance disposal

duty (including training): Moninly Fate

2 or fewer $125
Over 2 $156
Over 3 $188
Over 4 $206
Over 6 $650
Over 8 $800
Over 10 $1,000
Over 17 $840
Over 22 $585
Over 24 $385
Over 25 $250
16 “(2) Explosive ordnance disposal duty incentive pay

17 wunder subsection (a)(2)—
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“(A) shall be in amounts prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense;
“(B) may not, for any month, exceed the max-
vmum amount specified i paragraph (1); and
“(C) may not be less per day than the amount

under subsection (d).

“(c) COMPUTATION OF YEARS.—Years of explosive ord-
nance disposal duty by a member shall be computed begin-
ning with the effective date of the initial order to such mem-
ber to perform explosive ordnance disposal duty.

“(d) APPLICABILITY TO CERTAIN DUTY IN THE RE-
SERVE COMPONENTS.—Under requlations prescribed by the
Secretary of Defense and to the extent provided for by ap-
propriations, for each day that a member of the reserve com-
ponent of a covered armed force who is entitled to com-
pensation under section 206 of this title performs, under
orders, explosive ordnance disposal duty, such member s
eligible for an increase in compensation equal to one-thir-
tweth of the continuous monthly incentive pay under sub-
section (b)(1) for a member of corresponding years of service
entitled to basic pay.

“(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered armed force’ means the

Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, or Space

Force.
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“(2) The term ‘explosive ordnance disposal’ has
the meaning given such term in section 2284 of title
10.

“(3) The term ‘explosive ordnance disposal duty’
means duty performed by a member of a covered
armed force, under regqulations prescribed by the Sec-
retary of Defense, in explosive ordnance disposal.”.

(b) EFFECTIVE DATE.—Section 301f of title 37, United
States Code, added by this section, shall take effect on the
date that 1s 180 days after the date of the enactment of
this Act and apply to explosive ordnance disposal duty per-
Jormed on or after such date.

SEC. 613. STANDARDIZATION OF CYBER ASSIGNMENT IN-
CENTIVE PAY FOR MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Subchapter II1 of chapter 5 of title
37, United States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end
the following new section:

“§375. Standardization of cyber assignment incentive
pay

“(a) PorLicy—The Secretary of Defense shall establish
and vmplement a standardized policy for cyber assignment
mcentive pay applicable to all members of the Army, Navy,
Air Force, Marine Corps, and Space Force performing

qualifying cyber operations roles.
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“(b) ELEMENTS.—The policy under subsection (a)
shall—

“(1) define uniform eligibility criteria based on
work-role certification, mission assignment, and read-
mess requirements;

“(2) establish a tiered pay structure based on
proficiency levels and operational demands;

“(3) ensure parity in pay rates and qualifica-
tion standards throughout the armed forces specified
e subsection (a);

“(4) provide guidance for continuation of cyber
assignment incentive pay during moves relating to
changes of permanent station, subject to continued eli-
gibility; and

“(5) anclude procedures for periodic review and
adjustment of cyber assignment incentive pay rates to
reflect evolving maission needs and market competi-
tiveness.

“(c¢) OYBER ASSIGNMENT INCENTIVE PAY DEFINED.—
In this section, the term ‘cyber assignment incentive pay’
means special pay authorized under this chapter for mem-
bers of the armed forces assigned to designated cyber oper-
ations roles.”.

(b) BRIEFING.—Not later than 270 days after the date
of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall brief
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[E—

the congressional defense commattees on the implementation
of section 375 of title 37, Unated States Code, as added by
subsection (a) of this section, including any anticipated 1m-
pacts on recruitment, retention, and readiness of cyber per-
sonnel.

Subtitle C—Allowances
SEC. 621. BASIC NEEDS ALLOWANCE: EXCLUSION OF BASIC

ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING FROM THE CAL-

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

CULATION OF GROSS HOUSEHOLD INCOME

[a—
)

OF AN ELIGIBLE MEMBER OF THE ARMED

[E—
[—

FORCES.

[S—
[\

Section 402b(k)(1)(B) of title 37, Unaited States Code,

[a—
W

15 amended—

[—
N

(1) by striking “in” and all that follows through

[S—
()}

“portion of’; and

[a—
(@)

(2) by striking “that the Secretary concerned

[S—
~

elects to exclude” and inserting “paid to such mem-

[S—
o0

ber”.

[a—
O

SEC. 622. FAMILY SEPARATION ALLOWANCE: INCREASE.
20 Section 427(a) of title 37, United States Code, 1s
21 amended in paragraph (1), by striking “not less than $250,

22 and not more than $400” and inserting “equal to $4007.
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SEC. 623. REPORT REGARDING THE BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR
SUBSISTENCE AND MILITARY FOOD PRO-
GRAMS.

(a) REPORT REQUIRED.—Not later than September
30, 2026, and annually thereafter through 2030, the Sec-
retary of Defense, in coordination with the Secretaries of
the military departments, shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Representa-
tives a report described in subsection (b).

(b) REPORT DESCRIBED.—A report described in this
subsection shall explain how, during the fiscal year in
whach the Secretary submits such report—

(1) the Secretary of Defense allocated funds for

the basic allowance for subsistence under section 402

of title 37, United States Code, to pay for food pro-

grams;
(2) subsistence in-kind 1s budgeted to pay for
food programs on military installations; and
(3) the Secretaries of the mailitary departments
used budget authorities to fund the fully burdened cost
of feeding members—
(A) of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air
Force, and Space Force; and
(B) who were assigned to essential station

messing during such fiscal year.
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1 SEC. 624. BASIC ALLOWANCE FOR HOUSING: STUDY TO

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

EVALUATE ALTERNATIVE RATE CALCULA-
TION.
(a) AUTHORITY.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than September 30,
2026, the Secretary of Defense shall seek to enter into
an agreement with a covered entity to conduct a
study in which the covered entity shall calculate,
using industry-standard machine learning and an ar-
tificial intelligence algorithm, proposed monthly rates
of BAH described in subsection (b) for MHAs selected
under subsection (c).

(2) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—During such a
study, the Secretary shall pay BAH i MHAs selected
under subsection (c) at rates prescribed under section
403 of title 37, United States Code.

(b) PROPOSED MONTHLY RATES.—A proposed month-

ly rate of BAH described in this subsection—

(1) accurately reflects housing prices in the
MHA subject to such rate; and

(2) s sufficient for military families who reside
m such MHA to procure adequate and affordable
housing.

(¢) MHAS.—The Secretary shall select not fewer than

25 15 MHAs to participate in such a study. To select an MHA,

26 the Secretary shall consider factors including the following:
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(1) Variety of geographic location.
(2) The ranks of members who reside in an

MHA.

(3) Whether members who reside in an MHA
have dependents.

(4) Economic factors including inflation, cost of
living, and the cost of private mortgage insurance.

(d) TERMINATION.—A study under this section shall
terminate on the day that s three years after the date on
whach the Secretary enters into an agreement with a covered
entity.

(¢) ANNUAL BRIEFINGS.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, and on an an-
nual basis thereafter through the termination date under
subsection (d), the Secretary shall provide to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a briefing on the status of a study under this
section.

(f) REPORT.—Not later than 120 days after the date
of the termination of such a study, the Secretary shall sub-
mit to the Commattees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives a report regarding such study.

Such report shall include the following elements:
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(1) An evaluation by the Secretary of the pro-
posed monthly rates of BAH calculated by a covered
entity pursuant to an agreement under subsection (a).

(2) Any recommendation of the Secretary re-
garding legislation to improve the calculation of BAH
process based on the study.

(9) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “BAH” means the basic allowance
Jor housing for members of the uniformed services
under section 403 of title 37, Unated States Code.

(2) The term “covered entity” means a nation-
ally recognized entity in the field of single-family
housing that has data on local rental rates in real es-
tate markets across the United States.

(3) The term “MHA” means malitary housing

areda.

Subtitle D—Leave

SEC. 631. BEREAVEMENT LEAVE FOR A MEMBER OF THE

ARMED FORCES IN THE CASE OF A LOSS OF
PREGNANCY OR STILLBIRTH.

Subsection (1)(1)(A) of section 701 of title 10, Unated

States Code, is amended—

(1) by striking “the death of an immediate fam-

tly member.” and inserting an em dash; and
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1 (2) by adding at the end the following new
2 clauses:

3 “(1) the death of an immediate family member;
4 or

5 “(i1) the loss of a pregnancy or a stillbirth by
6 such member or the spouse of such member.”.

7 SEC. 632. CONVALESCENT LEAVE FOR CADETS AND MID-
8 SHIPMEN.

9 Section 702 of title 10, Unated States Code, 1s amend:-
10 ed—
11 (1) by redesignating subsections (c), (d), and (e)
12 as subsections (d), (e), and (f), respectively;
13 (2) by inserting after subsection (b) the following
14 new subsection:
15 “(c) CONVALESCENT LEAVE.—An academy cadet or

16 madshipman diagnosed with a medical condition is allowed

17 convalescent leave under section 701(m) of this title.”; and

18 (3) wn subsection (d), as redesignated by para-
19 graph (1) of this section, by striking “Sections 7017
20 and inserting “Except as provided by subsection (c),
21 sections 7017
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Subtitle E—Family and Survivor
Benefits
SEC. 641. ANNUAL REVIEW OF FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE LIM-
ITS FOR CHILD CARE AND YOUTH PROGRAM
SERVICES PROVIDERS.

Section 1798 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:

“(d) ANNUAL REVIEW OF AMOUNT OF ASSISTANCE.—
The Secretary shall annually review the amount of finan-
cial assistance provided under this section, including the
maximum amount of financial assistance per month per
child that the Secretary authorizes to be provided to eligible
providers under this section.”.

SEC. 642. WAIVER OF REQUIREMENTS FOR AIR TRANSPOR-
TATION OF DECEASED MEMBERS OF THE
ARMED FORCES WHEN NECESSARY TO MEET
MISSION REQUIREMENTS.

Section 562(c) of the John Warner National Defense
Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2007 (Public Law 109—
364; 10 U.S.C. 1482 note) is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

“(4) WAIVER.—The Secretary concerned may
warve the requirements of paragraphs (1) and (3) as
the Secretary considers necessary to meet mission re-

quirements during—
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“(A) a time of war;

[E—

“(B) a mnational emergency requiring the
use of significant personnel and aireraft;
“(C) a large-scale combat operation; or
“(D) a contingency operation.”.
Subtitle F—Defense Resale Matters
SEC. 651. USE OF COMMISSARY STORES: CIVILIAN EMPLOY-

EES OF MILITARY SEALIFT COMMAND.

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 1066 of title 10, United

10 States Code, 1s amended, in subsection (a)—

11 (1) by wmserting “(1)” before “An individual’;
12 and

13 (2) by adding at the end the following new para-
14 graph:

15 “2) A cwvil service mariner of the Military Sealift

16 Command may be permitted to use commissary stores and
17 MWR retail facilities on the same basis as members of the
18 armed forces on active duty.”.

19 (b) TECHNICAL AND CONFORMING AMENDMENTS.—

20 Such section is further amended—

21 (1) in the section heading, by striking “protec-
22 tive services” and inserting “certain’”; and

23 (2) i the heading of subsection (a), by striking
24 “PROTECTIVE SERVICES” and inserting “CERTAIN”.
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SEC. 652. MWR RETAIL FACILITIES: USE BY CIVILIAN EM-
PLOYEES OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 54 of title 10, United
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§1067. MWR facilities: civilian employees

“(a) CURRENT EMPLOYEES.—Subject to subsection (c)
of this section and section 1066 of this title, a civilian em-
ployee of the Department of Defense or department in which
the Coast Guard 1is operating shall be permaitted to use
MWR retail facilities on the same basis as members of the
armed forces on active duty.

“(b) RETIRED EMPLOYEES.—Subject to subsection (c),
a retired civilian employee of the Department of Defense
or department in which the Coast Guard s operating shall
be permitted to use MWR retail facilities on the same basis
as members of the armed forces on active duty.

“(c) LIMITATION.—A civilian employee or retired ci-
vilian employee may not purchase tobacco or a military
uniform at MWR retail facilities.

“(d) MWR RETAIL FACILITIES DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘MWR retail facilities’ has the meaning given
such term in section 1063 of this title.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—The Secretary of Defense shall

prescribe requlations under section 1067 of such title, as
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added by this section, not later than 30 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act.
SEC. 653. SINGLE-USE SHOPPING BAGS IN COMMISSARY
STORES.

Section 2485 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:

“() SINGLE-USE SHOPPING BAGS.—The Defense Com-
missary Agency may not prohibit the use of, or charge a
fee for, single-use shopping bags in a commassary store.”.
Subtitle G—Other Benefits, Reports,

and Briefings
SEC. 661. PROVISION OF INFORMATION REGARDING RELO-
CATION ASSISTANCE PROGRAMS FOR MEM-
BERS RECEIVING ORDERS FOR A CHANGE OF
PERMANENT STATION.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 1056 of title 10, United
States Code, s amended—

(1) in subsection (b)(2)—

(A4) wn subparagraph (A), by striking “and
community orientation” and inserting ‘“‘commu-
nity orientation, education systems, school en-
rollment procedures, and State-specific provi-
stons under the Interstate Compact on Edu-

cational Opportunity for Military Children’;
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(B) in subparagraph (C), by striking “and
community orientation” and inserting “‘commu-
nity orientation, and educational resources for
dependent children, including school transition
assistance, academic continuity, and special edu-
cation services”; and
(C) by adding at the end the following new
subparagraph:
“(E) Educational planning and support services
Jor dependent children with disabilities, including
procedures for transferring individualized education
programs and coordinating with the Fxceptional
Family Member Program.”;
(2) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as
subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and
(3) by inserting after subsection (d) the following
new subsection:
“(e) PROVISION OF INFORMATION ON PROGRAM.—(1)
The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that members of the
armed forces and the famailies of those members are provided
mformation regarding available assistance under this sec-
twon and any other assistance relating to a change of per-
manent station available under any other provision of law.
“(2) The Secretary shall ensure that information re-

quired to be provided under this subsection 1s provided to
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a member of the armed forces and the family of that member
not later than 45 days before the date on which a change

of permanent station takes effect for that member.

“(3) The information provided under this subsection

shall include—

“(A) information on family assistance programs

authorized under section 1788 of thas title, including

Jinancial planning resources, spouse employment sup-

port, and community integration services;

“(B) guidance on available housing assistance,
mceluding on-base housing options, rental protections,
and resources for off-base relocation;

“(C) mental health and well-being support serv-
1ces, including those accessible during the period of
transition for a change of permanent station;

“(D) educational resources for dependent chil-
dren, including school transition assistance and spe-
cial education services;

“(E) information on available legal and finan-
cial counseling programs; and

“(F) any other assistance programs that support
members of the armed forces and thevr families during
relocation.

“(4) The Secretary of Defense shall—
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“(A) incorporate the information required to be
provided under this subsection into accessible mate-
rials and briefings provided to members of the armed
Jorces relating to a change of permanent station;

“(B) ensure that the program under this section
provides accessible materials and briefings at mali-
tary wnstallations and through online resources;

“(C) develop a communication strategy, includ-
g digital outreach and printed materials, to in-
crease awareness of the program under this section
and assistance available under other provisions of law
relating to a change of permanent station; and

“(D) assess the satisfaction of members of the
armed forces and thewr famailies with the information
provided under this subsection.”.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of enactment of this Act, and annually thereafter for three
years, the Secretary of Defense shall provide to the Commit-
tees on Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Rep-
resentatives a briefing on the implementation of the amend-
ments made by this section. Such briefing shall include—

(1) the status of efforts to integrate information
required to be provided by subsection (e) of section
1056 of title 10, United States Code, as added by sub-

section (a) of this section, into accessible materials
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and briefings provided to members of the armed forces
and thewr families relating to a change of permanent
station;

(2) an assessment of the awareness by members
of the armed forces and thewr famailies of available
programs in support of a change of permanent sta-
tion; and

(3) any recommendations of the Secretary for
mmproving the dissemination of information related to
relocation and family assistance programs.

SEC. 662. EXPANSION OF PILOT PROGRAM TO INCREASE AC-

CESS TO FOOD ON MILITARY INSTALLATIONS.

Section 654 of the Servicemember Quality of Lafe Im-

provement and National Defense Authorization Act for Fis-

cal Year 2025 (Public Law 118-159; 10 U.S.C. 1060a note)
18 amended—

(1) wn subsection (a)—

(A) by striking “Secretary of the Army”
and nserting “Secretary of a mailitary depart-
ment”; and

(B) by striking “installations of the Army
Sfor members of the Army” and inserting “instal-
lations under the jurisdiction of the Secretary for

members of the Armed Forces”;
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(2) in subsection (), by inserting “of the maili-
tary department concerned” after “Secretary’; and

(3) by striking subsection (d) and inserting the
Jollowing new subsection (d):

“(d) REPORTING.—

“(1) PROGRESS REPORTS.—At the end of each
calendar quarter until the pilot program terminates,
the Secretary of a military department shall submait
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate
and House of Representatives a progress report re-
garding implementation of the pilot program.

“(2) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 90 days
after the pilot program terminates, the Secretary of a
military department shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives a final report regarding the pilot pro-
gram. Such report shall include the following ele-
ments:

“(A) Lessons learned from the pilot pro-
gram.

“(B) The recommendation of the Secretary
whether to expand or make permanent the pilot

program.
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“(C) If the Secretary recommends expan-
sion, the military installations covered by such
recommended expansion.
“(D) Limitations to the operation or expan-
sion of the pilot program.
“(E) Any information the Secretary deter-
maines appropriate.”.
SEC. 663. CASUALTY ASSISTANCE PROGRAM: REVIEW; IM-
PLEMENTATION PLAN.

(a) GAO ReviEw.—Not later than January 1, 2027,
the Comptroller General of the United States shall submit
to the Secretary of Defense a report containing the results
of a review of operations of the casualty assistance program
of the Department of Defense. Elements of such report shall
mclude recommendations of the Comptroller General re-
garding the feasibility and advisability of the following:

(1) Improving and standardizing across the

Armed Forces—

(A) the selection and management (includ-
g lengths of assignments) of casualty assistance
officers; and

(B) training of casualty assistance officers
regarding the policies, procedures, entitlements,
benefits, and financial obligations relevant to

survivors of members of the Armed Forces.
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1 (2) The implementation of a registry of the De-
2 partment through which a survivor may elect to pro-
3 vide their contact information to the Department to
4 facilitate contact and outreach to such survivor.
5 (3) The development a long-term care program
6 Jor such swrvivors, modeled on the Survivor Outreach
7 Services of the Army, that provides information and
8 access to survivor benefits, case managers, and coun-
9 selors.
10 (b) IMPLEMENTATION PLAN.—Not later than 180 days
11 after the Secretary receives the report under subsection (a),

12 the Secretary shall submit to the Commaittees on Armed

13 Services of the Senate and House of Representatives—

14 (1) a copy of such report; and
15 (2) the plan of the Secretary to implement such
16 recommendations of the Comptroller General.

17 TITLE VII—HEALTH CARE

18 PROVISIONS

19 Subtitle A—TRICARE and Other
20 Health Benefits

21 SEC. 701. DENTAL READINESS.

22 Section 1076a of title 10, United States Code, is
23 amended—

24 (1) in subsection (a)—

25 (A) in paragraph (1)—
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(1) in the header, by striking “SE-
LECTED RESERVE AND”’; and
(11) by striking ‘for members of the Se-
lected Reserve of the Ready Reserve and’;
(B) wn paragraph (2), in the header, by in-
serting “INDIVIDUAL READY” after “OTHER”; and
(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(5) PLAN FOR SELECTED RESERVE.—A dental
benefits plan for members of the Selected Reserve of
the Ready Reserve.”;

(2) an subsection (d)—

(4) by redestgnating paragraph (3) as
paragraph (4); and

(B) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) NO PREMIUM PLANS.—(A) The dental in-
surance plan established under subsection (a)(5) is a
no premiwm plan.

“(B) Members enrolled in a no premium plan
may not be charged a premium for benefits provided
under the plan.”;

(3) in subsection (e)(2)(A), by striking “a mem-
ber of the Selected Reserve of the Ready Reserve or”;
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(4) by redesignating subsections (f) through (1)
as subsections (g) through (m), respectively;
(5) by inserting after subsection (e) the following

new subsection (f):

“(f) CoPAYMENTS UNDER NO PREMIUM PLANS.—A
member who receives dental care under a no premiwm plan
referred to in subsection (d)(3) shall pay no charge for any
care described in subsection (¢).”’; and

(6) in subsection (1), as redesignated by para-
graph (4), by striking “subsection (k)(2)” and insert-

mg “subsection (1)(2)”.

SEC. 702. INCLUSION OF CERTAIN TESTS AS PART OF THE
PERIODIC HEALTH ASSESSMENT PROVIDED
TO MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

Chapter 55 of title 10, Unated States Code, s amended
by inserting after section 10740 the following new section:
“§ 1074p. Periodic health assessments

“Beginning in 2026, the Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that periodic health assessments provided to a member
of the armed forces include the following:

“(1) On an annual basis—
“(A) a sports physical;
“(B) an electrocardiogram; and

“(C) blood work that includes—
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“(1) a comprehensive metabolic panel
and complete blood count; and

“(11) 1f necessary—

“(I) a thyroiwd stimulating hor-
mone test; and

“(II) a brain natriuretic peptide
test.

“(2) Any test or evaluation required by law with
respect to such member, including an evaluation re-
quired by section 704 of the National Defense Author-
wzation Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law 116—
92; 10 U.S8.C. 1074f note) and a test required by sec-
tron 707 of such Act (10 U.S.C. 1074 note).

“(3) Any other test or evaluation determined ap-
propriate by the Secretary.”.

SEC. 703. FERTILITY TREATMENT FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES AND DEPENDENTS.

(a) FERTILITY TREATMENT.—Chapter 55 of title 10,

Unated States Code, is amended by inserting after section

10740 the following new section:

“§1074p. Fertility treatment for certain active duty
members of the armed forces and depend-
ents

“la) COVERAGE.—The Secretary shall ensure that fer-

tility-related care for a covered member (or a dependent of
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such a member) shall be covered under TRICARE Prime
and TRICARE Select.

“(b) IN VITRO FERTILIZATION.—In the case of in vitro
fertilization treatment furnished to an individual pursuant
to subsection (a)—

“(1) three completed oocyte retrievals may be

Jurnished per calendar year; and

“(2) single embryo transfers shall be provided
unless otherwise medically ndicated in accordance
with the guidelines of the American Society for Re-
productive Medicine.

“(c) COST SHARING AND OTHER LIMITATIONS.—The
Secretary shall ensure that cost-sharing amounts for an in-
dwidual who recewves fertility-related care under this sec-
tion are determined under section 1075, 1075a, or other ap-
plicable provision of this chapter in accordance with the
kind of care provided (such as an in-network inpatient
visit) and without regard to whether the care is fertility-
related care. The Secretary may not impose any waiting
periods or other limitations once the individual has recerved
a medical diagnosis of infertility.

“(d) PROHIBITIONS.—Funds available to the Depart-
ment of Defense may not be used for preimplantation ge-
netic screening, human cloning, international surrogacy, or

artificial womb technology.
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“(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

“(1) The term ‘covered member’ means—

“(A) a member of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Air Force, or Space Force, serving on ac-
twe duty; and

“(B) does not include a former member of
the armed forces.

“(2) The term ‘infertility’ means a disease, con-

dition, or status characterized by—

“(A) the farlure to establish a pregnancy or
to carry a pregnancy to liwve birth after regular,
unprotected sexual intercourse in accordance
with the guidelines of the American Society for
Reproductive Medicine;

“(B) the inability of an individual to repro-
duce without medical intervention either as a
single individual or with the partner of the indi-
vidual; or

“(C) the findings of a licensed physician
based on the medical, sexual, and reproductive
hastory, age, physical findings, or diagnostic test-
myg, of the individual.

“(3) The term ‘fertility-related care’ means—

“(A) the diagnosis of infertility; and

“(B) fertility treatment.
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“(4) The term ‘fertility treatment’ includes the
Jollowing:

“(A) In vitro fertilization or other treat-
ments or procedures in which human oocytes,
embryos, or sperm arve handled when clinically
appropriate.

“(B) Sperm retrieval.

“(C) Egqg retrieval.

“(D) Preservation of human oocytes, em-
bryos, or sperm.

“(E) Artificial insemination, including
mtravaginal insemination, intracervical insemi-
nation, and intrauterine insemination.

“(F) Transfer of reproductive genetic mate-
rial.

“(G) Medications as prescribed or necessary
Jor fertility.

“(H) Fertility treatment coordination.

“(I)  Such other information, referrals,
treatments, procedures, testing, medications, lab-
oratory services, technologies, and services facili-
tating reproduction as determined appropriate

by the Secretary of Defense.”.
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(b) PROGRAM ON FERTILITY TREATMENT COORDINA-
TION.—Chapter 55 of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended by adding at the end the following new section:
“§1110c. Program on fertility-related care coordina-

tion

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall es-
tablish a program on the coordination of fertility-related
care by the Secretary for purposes of ensuring patients re-
cewe timely fertility-related care.

“(b) TRAINING AND SUPPORT.—In carrying out the
program established under subsection (a), the Secretary
shall provide to community health care providers training
and support with respect to the unique needs of members
of the armed forces and the dependents of such members.”.

(¢) CONFORMING AMENDMENT.—Section 1079(a) of
title 10, Unated States Code, is amended by adding at the
end the following new paragraph:

“(21) Fertility-related care shall be provided in
accordance with section 1074p of this title.”.

(d) EXCLUSION FrROM CONTRACTS FOR FORMER MEM-
BERS AND THEIR DEPENDENTS.—Section 1086(a) of such
title s amended by striking “eye examinations and” and
mserting “eye examinations, fertility-related care pursuant

to paragraph (21) of such section, and”.
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(e) APPLICATION.—The amendments made by this sec-
tion shall apply with respect to services provided on or after
October 1, 2027.

SEC. 704. TRICARE COVERAGE FOR INCREASED SUPPLY
FOR CONTRACEPTION.

(a) IN GENERAL.—Beginning not less than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of the Act, contraceptive sup-
plies of up to 365 days shall be covered for any eligible
covered beneficiary to obtain, including in a single fill or
refill, at the option of such beneficiary, the total days of
supply (not to exceed a 365-day supply) for a contraceptive
on the uniform formulary provided through a military
treatment facility pharmacy, retail pharmacy described in
section 1074g(a)(2)(E)(11) of such title, or through the na-
tional mail-order pharmacy program of the TRICARE Pro-
gram.

(b) OUTREACH.—Beginning not later than 90 days
after the implementation of coverage under subsection (a),
the Secretary shall conduct such outreach activities as are
necessary to inform health care providers and individuals
who are enrolled in the TRICARE program of such coverage
and the requirements to receive such coverage.

(¢c) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Awr Force, or Space
Force.

(2) The term “eligible covered beneficiary”
means an eligible covered beneficiary as such term 1s
used in section 1074g of title 10, United States Code
who 15—

(A) a member of a covered Armed Force
serving on active duty; or
(B) a dependent of a member described in

subparagraph (A).

(3) The terms “TRICARE Program” and
“TRICARE Prime” have the meaning given such
terms in section 1072 of title 10, Unated States Code.

SEC. 705. PILOT PROGRAM ON ACCESS TO OBSTETRICAL
AND GYNECOLOGICAL CARE UNDER TRICARE
PRIME PROGRAM.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Beginning not later than 180
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Sec-
retary of Defense shall carry out a pilot program under
which—

(1) the referral  requirement in  section
1095f(a)(1) of title 10, United States Code, does not
apply with respect to obstetrical and gynecological

care for covered participants; and
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1 (2) covered participants may elect to designate
an obstetrical or gynecological care provider under
the TRICARE program as an additional designated
primary care manager under such section.

(b) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry out the

2
3
4
5
6 pilot program for a period of five years.
7 (¢c) REPORT.—Not later than four years after the date
8 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall submit to
9 the congressional defense committees a report on the pilot

10 program that includes the following:

11 (1) An assessment of any increases or decreases
12 to TRICARE Prime enrollment during the period in
13 whach the Secretary carries out the pilot program.

14 (2) An assessment of any changes in the associ-
15 ated costs of providing obstetrical and gynecological

16 care under TRICARE Prime.

17 (3) Any other matters the Secretary determines
18 appropriate.

19 (d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

20 (1) The term “‘congressional defense committees”
21 has the meaning given that term in  section
22 101(a)(16) of title 10, United States Code.

23 (2) The term “covered participant” means a fe-
24 male member of the Army, Navy, Awr Force, Marine
25 Jorps, or Space Force or a female dependent of a
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member of the Army, Navy, Avr Force, Marine Corps,
or Space Force, enrolled in TRICARE Prime who
elects to participate in the pilot program.

(3)  The terms “TRICARE Prime” and
“TRICARE program” have the meaning given those
terms in section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 706. PILOT PROGRAM TO MAKE MIDWIFE SERVICES
AVAILABLE THROUGH TRICARE TO CERTAIN
INDIVIDUALS.

(a) PILOT PROGRAM.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
fense shall begin a five-year pilot program to provide serv-

1ces from covered midwives to covered individuals under the

TRICARE program.
(b) AUTHORITY TO MAKE PERMANENT.—If the Sec-
retary determanes, after the termination of the pilot pro-

gram that such pilot program was successful, the Secretary
may prescribe such requlations to establish a permanent
program to make services from covered midwives available
to covered individuals as the Secretary determines appro-
priate.
(¢) REPORTS.—
(1) IMPLEMENTATION REPORT.—Not later than
180 days after the date of the enactment of this Act,

the Secretary shall submat to the Committees on
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Armed Services of the House of Representatives and
the Senate a plan to implement the pilot program
under subsection (a).

(2) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one year
after the date on which the pilot program begins and
annually thereafter until the date that is 1 year after
the termination of the pilot program, the Secretary
shall submit to the Commattees on Armed Services of
the House of Representatives and the Senate a report
meluding:

(A) The total cost of the pilot program and
the cost per covered individual who received care
under the pilot program.

(B) The total number of covered individual
who recewved care under the pilot program.

(C) The race, ethnicity, age, sex, relation-
ship status, Armed Force, military occupation,
and rank, as applicable, of covered individual
who recewved care under the pilot program.

(D) An assessment of the effects of the pilot
program on quality of care, including—

(1) on maternal and fetal outcomes;
and
(11) on the number of pre-term births,

low-weight Dirths, and rates of caesarean
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section, and such other data points as the

Secretary determines appropriate.

(E) An assessment of patient satisfaction of
covered indwiduals who recewved care through
the pilot program.

(F) An assessment of access to maternity
and labor and delwery care for covered individ-
uals, imcluding average wait tvme for an initial
appointment and average travel time to the pro-
vider.

(G) An assessment of the effectiveness of the
pilot program.

(H) Recommendations for adjustments to
the pilot program.

(1) The estimated cost savings as a result of
mmproved maternal and fetal health outcomes due
to the pilot program.

(J) The Secretary of Defense’s recommenda-
twons relating to changes to the pilot program,
an extension of the pilot program, and whether
the pilot program should be expanded made per-

manent.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The terms “covered individual” means «a

member serving in the Army, Navy, Awr Force, Ma-
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1 rine Corps, or Space Force, or a dependent of such a
2 member.

3 (2) The term “‘covered midwife” means a cer-
4 tified professional midwife or certified madunfe who
5 meets—

6 (A) the international definition of a mid-
7 wife, and global standards for muidwifery edu-
8 cation, established by the International Confed-
9 eration of Midwives, and

10 (B) any professional credentialing require-
11 ment required to practice midwifery under ap-
12 plicable State law.

13 (3) The term “TRICARE program”™ has the
14 meaning gwen such term in section 1072 of title 10,
15 United States Code.

16 SEC. 707. PILOT PROGRAM TO TREAT PREGNANCY AS A
17 QUALIFYING EVENT FOR ENROLLMENT IN
18 TRICARE SELECT.

19 (a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 180 days after
20 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
21 fense shall commence a five-year pilot program under
22 which—
23 (1) the Secretary shall trealt pregnancy as a
24 qualifying event under section 1099(b)(1)(B) of title

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 2 O WD B W N e

[\© TN NG T N T NG I NG I NG B S e e T e e T e T e e T
L A W NN = DO 0O X NN R WND = O

383
10, Unated States Code, for enrollment in TRICARE
Select by an eligible beneficiary; and
(2) a member of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps,

Awr Force, or Space Force on active duty may enroll

m TRICARE Select under paragraph (1) for a period

that ends not later than 180 days after the end of

pregnancy.

(b) INITIAL BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall
provide to the Commattees on Armed Services of the House
of Representatives and the Senate a briefing on the status
of the pilot program under subsection (a).

(¢c) ANNUAL REPORT.—Not later than one year after
the Secretary commences the pilot program under sub-
section (a), and annually thereafter for the next four years,
the Secretary shall provide to the Committees on Armed
Services of the House of Representatives and the Senate a
report on the pilot program. Each such report shall include
the number of covered enrollment changes, disaggregated
by—

(1) month, beginning with January 2026; and
(2) whether the eligible beneficiary made such
covered enrollment change—
(A) because the eligible beneficiary 1is a

member of the covered Armed Forces on active
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duty who may enroll in TRICARE Select under

the pilot program;

(B) because the eligible beneficiary 1is a
member of the covered Armed Forces who sepa-
rated from active duty;

(C) because the eligible beneficiary is «a
member of the covered Armed Forces who re-
turned to active duty;

(D) because the eligible beneficiary is a de-
pendent of a member of the covered Armed
Forces who separated from active duty;

(E) because the eligible beneficiary is a de-
pendent of a member of the covered Armed
Forces who returned to active duty; or

(F) based on the treatment, under the pilot
program, of pregnancy as a qualifying event for
enrollment in TRICARE Select.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered Armed Forces” means the
Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and Space
Force.

(2) The term “‘covered enrollment change” means
a change to a previous election by an eligible bene-

Siciary under subsection (b)(1) of section 1099 of title
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10, Unated States Code, to enroll in a health care

plan designated under subsection (¢) of such section.

(3) The term “‘eligible beneficiary” means an in-
dwrdual—

(A) eligible to enroll in TRICARE Select
under section 1075(D) of title 10, United States

Code, by reason of being a member or former

member of the covered Armed Forces, or a de-

pendent of such a member or former member; or
(B) a member of the covered Armed Forces
on active duty.

(4) The terms “TRICARE program” and
“TRICARE Select” have the meanings given such
terms in section 1072 of title 10, Unated States Code.

SEC. 708. PILOT PROGRAM TO ASSIST CERTAIN MEMBERS
OF THE ARMED FORCES AND DEPENDENTS
WITH ADDITIONAL SUPPLEMENTAL COV-
ERAGE RELATING TO CANCER.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than September 30,
2020, the Secretary of Defense shall establish a pilot pro-
gram under which a covered individual may obtain supple-
mental insurance for noncovered expenses under a fixed in-
demnity supplemental benefit plan described in subsection
(b)(1).

(b) AGREEMENT.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In carrying out the pilot pro-

gram under subsection (a), the Secretary shall enter

mto an agreement with not more than two companies
to each offer one or more fixed indemnity supple-
mental benefit plans that—

(A) meet the requirements for a supple-
mental insurance plan under section 199.2 of
title 32, Code of Federal Regulations, and the ex-
ception in section 199.8(b)(4) of such title, as in
effect on the date of the enactment of this Act;

(B) are provided under a separate policy,
certificate, or contract;

(C) provide no coordination with any other
health benefit plan; and

(D) are designed to help participants pay
noncovered expenses.

(2) DURATION.—An agreement entered into
under paragraph (1) shall be for a period of at least
three years.

(3) REQUIREMENTS.—In entering an agreement
under paragraph (1) with a company, the Sec-
retary—

(A) may not select the company unless the

company 1s licensed in each State;
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(B) shall award the contract based on the
expertise of the company;

(C) shall negotiate the terms and conditions
of the fixed imdemnity supplemental benefit plan
provided under the contract, including with re-
spect to the ability of the company to commu-
nicate with indwiduals not enrolled in the plan
and whether such communication may include
mformation on other insurance products;

(D) shall negotiate the cost of coverage with
the company that uill cover the participants who
elect to enroll in such plan;

(E) shall provide a method for verification
of the eligibility of applicants and procedures for
determination of eligibility; and

(F) shall provide a method for payroll de-
duction of premiums.

(4) PROVISION OF INFORMATION.—The Secretary

shall provide information to covered individuals re-
garding the pilot program under subsection (a) by
making available on the online portal of the

TRICARE program the following information:

(A) A notice of availability of a fixed in-
demnity supplemental benefit plan provided

under the pilot program.
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(B) A description of how to enroll in such
plan.

(C) A description and explanation of the
benefits provided under such plan.

(D) A description of the costs to the indi-
vidual through premiums and remittances to a
company providing such plan.

(¢c) ELECTION TO ENROLL.—A covered individual may
elect to enroll in a fixed indemnity supplemental benefit
plan provided under the pilot program under subsection
(a).

(d) LIMITATIONS ON AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIA-
TIONS.—None of the amounts authorized to be appropriated
by this Act or otherwise made available for fiscal year 2026
or any fiscal year thereafter to carry out the pilot program
may be used to subsidize the cost of a fixed indemnity sup-
plemental benefit plan provided under the pilot program
under subsection (a).

(¢) TREATMENT OF COMPANIES.—For purposes of the
pilot program under subsection (a), companies selected to
carry out the activities in subsection (b) shall not be consid-
ered contractors of the Federal Government.

(f) PREEMPTION.—The provisions of this section shall

supersede the laws of any State except with respect to State
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laws relating to licensing of an insurance company or plan
solvency of such a company.

(9) REPORT.—Not later than three years after the date
on which the pilot program wunder subsection (a) com-
mences, the Secretary shall submat to the Committees on
Armed Services of the Senate and the House of Representa-

twes a report regarding such pilot program, including the

Jollowing:

(1) A description of the insurance products pro-
vided through a fixed indemnity supplemental benefit
plan provided under the pilot program under sub-
section (a).

(2) The number of covered individuals who en-
rolled in such a plan.

(3) Feedback and examples of use cases by such
mdwiduals.

(4) A determination by the Secretary with re-
spect to whether such pilot program should be made
permanent.

(h) SUNSET.—Unless the Secretary makes a deter-
mination under subsection (g)(4) to make the pilot program
under subsection (a) permanent, the pilot program under
subsection (a) shall terminate on the day that s five years
after the date of the enactment of this Act.

(1) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) The term “covered individual” means the fol-
lowing:

(A) A member of the Army, Navy, Marine
Corps, Awr Force, or Space Force.

(B) A dependent (as defined in section 1072
of title 10, United States Code) of such a member
who 1is enrolled in the TRICARE program.

(2) The term “noncovered expense” means, with
respect to a covered indiwvidual, any expenses relating
to the screeming for and diagnosis and treatment of
cancer that are not otherwise covered by the health
care benefits the individuals receives under chapter 55
of title 10, United States Code.

(3) The term “State” has the meaning given such
term in section 901 of title 32, Unated States Code.

(4) The term “TRICARE program”™ has the
meaning given that term in section 1072 of title 10,
United States Code.

SEC. 709. MEDICAL TESTING AND RELATED SERVICES FOR
FIREFIGHTERS OF DEPARTMENT OF DE-

FENSE.
(a) PROVISION OF SERVICES.—During the annual
periodic health assessment of each fivefighter of the Depart-
ment of Defense, or at such other intervals as may be indi-

cated wn this subsection, the Secretary shall provide to the
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1 firefighter (at no cost to the firefighter) appropriate medical

2 testing and related services to detect, document the presence

3 or absence of, and prevent, certain cancers. Such services

4 shall meet, at a minvmum, the following criteria:

5

O o0 9 N

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(1) BREAST CANCER.—With respect to the breast

cancer screening, 1if the firefighter is a female fire-

fighter:
(A) such services shall include the provision
of @ mammogram to the firefighter—

(i) on at least a biannual basis if the
firefighter 1s 40 years old to 49 years old
(inclusive);

(i11) on at least an annual basis if the
firefighter 1s at least 50 years old; and

(11r) as clinically indicated (without
regard to age); and
(B) wn connection with such provision, a li-

censed radiologist shall review the most recent
mammogram provided to the firefighter, as com-
pared to prior mammograms so provided, and
provide to the firefighter the results of such re-
view.

(2) COLON CANCER.—With respect to colon can-

cer screening—
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(A) of the firefighter is at least 40 years old,
and as otherwise clinically indicated, such serv-
1ces shall include the communication to the fire-
fighter of the risks and benefits of stool-based
blood testing;

(B) if the firefighter is at least 45 years old,
and as clinically indicated (without regard to
age), such services shall include the provision, at
reqular intervals, of visual examinations (such
as a colonoscopy, CT colonoscopy, or flexible
sigmoidoscopy) or stool-based blood testing; and

(C) in connection with such provision, a li-
censed physician shall review and provide to the
firefighter the results of such examination or test-
g, as the case may be.

(3) PROSTATE CANCER.—With respect to prostate

cancer screening, if the firefighter is a male fire-
fighter, the communication to the firefighter of the
risks and benefits of prostate cancer screenings and
the provision to the firefighter of a prostate-specific

antigen test—

(A4) on an annual basis, if the firefighter is

at least 50 years old;
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(B) on an annual basis, if the firefighter is
at least 40 years old and 1s a high-risk indi-
vidual; and
(C) as clinically indicated (without regard
to age).

(4) OTHER CANCERS.—Such services shall in-
clude routine screenings for any other cancer the risk
or occurrence of which the Director of the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention has identified as
higher among firefighters than among the general
public, the provision of which shall be carried out
during the annual periodic health assessment of the
Jirefighter.

(b) OPTIONAL NATURE.—A firefighter of the Depart-
ment of Defense may opt out of the receipt of a medical
testing or related service provided under subsection (a).

(¢c) USE OF CONSENSUS TECHNICAL STANDARDS.—In
providing medical testing and related services under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall use consensus technical
standards i accordance with section 12(d) of the National
Technology Transfer and Advancement Act of 1995 (15
U.S.C. 272 note).

(d) DOCUMENTATION.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—In providing medical testing
and related services under subsection (a), the Sec-
retary—

(A) shall document the acceptance rates of
such tests offered and the rates of such tests per-
Jormed,;

(B) shall document tests results, to identify
trends in the rates of cancer occurrences among
firefighters; and

(C) may collect and wmaintain additional
mformation from the recipients of such tests and
other services, to allow for appropriate scientific
analysis.

(2) PRvACcY.—In analyzing any information of
an indwidual documented, collected, or maintained
under paragraph (1), in addition to complying with
other applicable privacy laws, the Secretary shall en-
sure the name, and any other personally identifiable
wmformation, of the indiwidual s removed from such
mformation prior to the analysis.

(3) SHARING WITH CENTERS FOR DISEASE CON-
TROL AND PREVENTION.—The Secretary may share
data from any tests performed under subsection (a)
with the Director of the Centers for Disease Control

and Prevention, as appropriate, to increase the
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1 knowledge and understanding of cancer occurrences
2 amonyg firefighters.

3 (¢) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

4 (1) The term “firefighter” has the meaning given
5 that term in section 707 of the National Defense Au-
6 thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (Public Law
7 116=-92; 133 Stat. 1441; 10 U.S.C. 1074m note).

8 (2) The term “high-risk individual” means an
9 ndiwvidual who—

10 (A) s African American;

11 (B) has at least one first-degree relative who
12 has been diagnosed with prostate cancer at an
13 early age; or

14 (C) s otherwise determined by the Sec-
15 retary to be high risk with respect to prostate
16 cancer.

17 Subtitle B—Health Care

18 Administration

19 SEC. 721. MILITARY-CIVILIAN MEDICAL SURGE PROGRAM.
20 (a) KSTABLISHMENT.—Section 1096 of title 10,

21 United States Code, is amended—

22 (1) in the section heading, by adding at the end
23 the following: “; medical surge program’; and
24 (2) by adding at the end the following new sub-
25 section:
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“le) MEDICAL SURGE PROGRAM.—(1) The Secretary
shall carry out a program of record known as the Military-
Covilvan Medical Surge Program to—

“(A) support locations that the Secretary selects
under paragraph (3); and

“(B) enhance the interoperability and wmedical
surge capability and capacity of the National Dis-
aster Medical System in response to a declaration or
other action described in subparagraphs (A) through

(E) of paragraph (4).

“2)(A) The Secretary, acting through the National
Center for Disaster Medicine and Public Health at the Unai-
SJormed Services Uniwversity of the Health Sciences (or such
successor center), shall oversee the operation, staffing, and
deployment of the Program.

“(B) In carrying out the Program, the Secretary shall
mammtain requirements for staffing, specialized training, re-
search, and education, regarding patient requlation, move-
ment, definitive care, and other matters the Secretary deter-
manes critical to sustarning the health of members of the
armed forces.

“(3)(A) In carrying out the Program, the Secretary
shall establish partnerships at locations selected under sub-
paragraph (B) with public, private, and nonprofit health

care organizations, health care institutions, health care en-
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tities, academic medical centers of institutions of higher
education, and hospitals that the Secretary determines—
“(1) are critical tn mobilizing a civilian medical
response in support of a wartime contingency or other
catastrophic event in the United States; and
“(11) have demonstrated technical proficiency in

critical national security domains, including high-

consequence infectious disease and special pathogen

preparedness, and matters relating to defense, con-

tarmment, management, care, and transportation.

“(B) The Secretary shall select not fewer than eight
locations that are operationally relevant to the missions of
the Department of Defense under the National Disaster
Medical System and are aeromedical or other transport
hubs or logistics centers in the Unated States for partner-
ships under subparagraph (A). The Secretary may select
more than ewght locations, including locations outside of the
continental Unated States, if the Secretary determines such
additional locations cover areas of strategic and operational
relevance to the Defense Department.

“(4) The Secretary shall ensure that the partnerships
under paragraph (3)(A) allow for civilian medical per-
sonnel to quickly and effectively mobilize direct support to

military medical treatment facilities and provide support
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to other requirements of the malitary health system pursu-
ant to the following:

“t4) A declaration of a national emergency
under the National Emergencies Act (50 U.S.C. 1621
et seq.).

“(B) A public health emergency declared under
section 319 of the Public Health Service Act (42
URS.C. 247d).

“(C) A declaration of war by Congress.

“(D) The President’s exercise of executive powers
under the War Powers Resolution (50 U.S.C. 1541 et
seq.).

“(E) Any other emergency or major disaster as
declared by the President.

“(5)(A) The Secretary of Defense shall carry out the

Program in collaboration with the Secretary of Veterans Af-

faars, the Secretary of Health and Human Services, the Sec-

retary of Transportation, and the Administrator of the Fed-
eral Emergency Management Agency.
“(B) Each official specified in subparagraph (A) shall
prescribe regqulations necessary to carry out the Program.
“(C) Not later than December 31, 2026, the officials
specified in subparagraph (A) shall jointly issue an inter-

agency operations plan for the Program.
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“(D) Nothing in this subsection shall be construed to
authorize the Secretary of Defense to control, dirvect, limat,
or otherwise affect the authorities of the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
the Secretary of Transportation, and the Administrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency with respect
to medical preparedness and response, staffing levels, or re-
source allocation.

“(6) Beginning July 1, 2026, and annually thereafter,
the Secretary, wn coordination with the Secretary of Vet-
erans Affairs, the Secretary of Health and Human Services,
the Secretary of Transportation, and the Admanistrator of
the Federal Emergency Management Agency, shall submait
to the appropriate congressional commaittees a report on the
status, readiness, and operational capabilities of the Pro-
gram. Each report shall include an assessment of personnel
readiness, resource availability, interagency coordination
efforts, and recommendations for continued improvements
to the Program.

“(7) In this subsection:

“(A) The term ‘appropriate congressional com-
mittees” means the following:

“(1) The Commattee on Armed Services, the

Commattee on Transportation and Infrastruc-

ture, the Committee on Veterans’ Affairs, and the
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Commattee on Energy and Commerce of the

House of Representatives.

“(ir) The Committee on Armed Services, the
Commattee on Commerce, Science, and Transpor-
tation, the Commattee on Veterans’ Affairs, the
Committee on Homeland Security and Govern-
mental Affairs, and the Commaittee on Health,
Education, Labor, and Pensions of the Senate.
“(B) The term “institution of higher education’

means a four-year institution of higher education (as
defined in section 101(a) of the Higher Education Act
of 1965 (20 U.8.C. 1001(a))).

“(C) The term ‘National Disaster Medical Sys-
tem” means the system established under section 2812
of the Public Health Service Act (42 U.S.C. 300hh—
11).

“(D) The term ‘Program’ means the Military-Ci-
vilitan  Medical Surge Program established under
paragraph (1).”.

(b) AUTHORIZATION OF APPROPRIATIONS.—Of the

21 amounts authorized to be appropriated by section 1405, as

22 specified in the funding table in section 4501, there is au-

23 thorized to be appropriated to the Secretary of Defense

24 $20,000,000 for fiscal year 2026 to carry out subsection (e)
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of section 1097 of title 10, United States Code, as added

by subsection (a,).
SEC. 722. REIMBURSEMENT FOR TRAVEL EXPENSES RELAT-
ING TO SPECIALTY CARE FOR CERTAIN MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES AND DEPEND-
ENTS.
Section 10741 of title 10, Unated States Code, s
amended—
(1) wn subsection (a), by striking “In any case”
and serting “Except as provided by subsection (b),
m any case’’; and
(2) an subsection (b)—

(A4) by striking the heading and inserting
“SPECIAL RULES FOR CERTAIN MEMBERS AND
DEPENDENTS.—";

(B) by striking “The Secretary of Defense”
and inserting “(1) The Secretary of Defense”;
and

(C) by inserting after paragraph (1), as
designated by subparagraph (B) of this para-
graph, the following new paragraph:

“(2) With respect to members of the armed forces on
active duty and their dependents, the Secretary shall ad-
mainister subsection (a) by substituting 50 miles’ for 100

miles’.” .
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SEC. 723. PAYMENT ADJUSTMENTS FOR OUTPATIENT SERV-

ICES FOR CERTAIN CHILDREN’S HOSPITALS.
(a) REQUIREMENT.—Section 1079(1) of title 10,
United States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating paragraph (4) as para-
graph (5); and

(2) by inserting after paragraph (3) the fol-
lowing new paragraph (4):

“(4)(A) In addition to amounts paid under paragraph
(2), the Secretary shall pay an annual payment adjustment
to a children’s hospital for outpatient services if the Sec-
retary determines that, with respect to the year covered by
the payment adjustment, the hospital meets one or more of
the following criteria:

“(1) 10 percent or more of the revenue of the hos-
pital comes from services provided to covered individ-
uals under the TRICARE program.

“(11) The hospital recerved not fewer than 10,000
visits by covered individuals that were paid under
paragraph (2).

“(111) The hospital has been determined by the
Secretary to be essential for operations of the
TRICARE program.

“(B) The amount of the annual payment adjustment
paid to a children’s hospital under subparagraph (A) shall
be the amount that is 30 percent of payments made under
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the Outpatient Prospective Payment System (or successor
system) to the children’s hospital under paragraph (2) dur-
g the year covered by the annual payment adjustment for
outpatient services provided to covered individuals.

“(C) In this paragraph:

“(r) The term ‘children’s hospital’ means a pro-
vider of services provided under a plan covered by
this section that is a children’s hospital.

“tir) The term ‘covered individual’ means «a
member of the armed forces serving on active duty or
a dependent of such a member.”.

(b) METHODOLOGY AND REGULATIONS.—The Sec-
retary of Defense shall—

(1) develop a payment methodology to determine
the amounts required to be paid under paragraph (4)
of section 1079(1) of title 10, United States Code, as
added by subsection (a); and

(2) prescribe joint regulations to carry out such
payments that are separate from the requlations con-
cerning outpatient prospective payments pursuant to

paragraph (2) of such section.
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SEC. 724. VERIFICATION OF LICENSURE OF HEALTH-CARE

PROFESSIONALS OF THE MILITARY DEPART-
MENTS.

Subsection (b) of section 1094 of title 10, United States
Code, 1s amended to read as follows:

“(b)(1) The Secretary of Defense shall ensure that each
mdwidual who provides health care independently as a
health-care professional at a health care facility of the De-
partment of Defense meets the requirement of subsection (a).

“(2) In carrying out paragraph (1), the Secretary
shall establish a centralized credential system that allows
the commanding officer of a health care facility of the De-
partment to wverify the licensure of a health-care profes-
stonal, regardless of the location of the facility or the armed
force in which the health-care professional serves. The Sec-
retary shall ensure that not less than 90 percent of such
verifications are completed within seven days of the date
on which the commanding officer requests such verification
if the request does not relate to a health-care professional
with an adverse record.”.

SEC. 725. EXPANSION OF HEALTH CARE LICENSE PORT-
ABILITY FOR MEMBERS OF THE NATIONAL

GUARD PERFORMING TRAINING OR DUTY.
Section 1094(d)(3)(B) of title 10, United States Code,

1s amended by striking “under section 502(f) of title 32 in
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[E—

response to an actual or potential disaster” and inserting

2 “under title 327

3 SEC. 726. LICENSURE REQUIREMENT FOR HEALTH-CARE
4 PROFESSIONALS OF PARTNER COUNTRIES.

5 Section 1094(e) of title 10, United States Code, 1s
6 amended—

7 (1) wn paragraph (1)(A4), by striking “; and” and
8 mserting “, or the official agency of the government
9 of a partner country; and”; and

10 (2) by inserting at the end the following:

11 “(3) The term ‘partner country’ means any of
12 the following:

13 “(A) Australia.

14 “(B) Canada.

15 “(C) New Zealand.

16 “(D) Unated Kingdom.

17 “(E) Any other country designated as «
18 partner country by the Secretary of Defense for
19 the purposes of this section.”.

20 SEC. 727. MODIFICATION OF LIMITATION ON REDUCTION

21 OF MILITARY MEDICAL MANNING END
22 STRENGTH.
23 Section 741 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense

24 Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117—
25 203; 136 Stat. 2395; 10 U.S.C. 129¢ note) s amended—
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(1) in subsection (a), by striking ‘‘five-year pe-
riod” both places it appears and inserting “10-year
period”; and
(2) in subsection (¢)—
(A) in paragraph (2), by striking “Not later
than two years after the date of the enactment of
this Act,” and nserting “During each of 2024
and 2029,”; and
(B) in paragraphs (3) and (4), by striking
“three years after the date of the enactment of
this Act,” both places it appears and inserting
“December 31, 2030,
SEC. 728. PROHIBITION ON PAINFUL RESEARCH ON DOMES-
TIC CATS AND DOGS.
(a) PROHIBITION.—Except as provided by subsection
(b) or (c), the Secretary of Defense may not conduct, or
support the conduct of, painful research on a domestic cat
(Felis catus) or a domestic dog (Canas famaliaris).

(b) EXCEPTION.—The prohibition in subsection (a)

shall not apply with respect to any physical exam, training

program, or study relating to service animals or military

animals.
(¢c) WAIVER.—The Secretary of Defense may waive the
prohibition in subsection (a) on a case-by-case basis if the

Secretary—
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(1) determines that the wawver is in the national
security interests of the United States; and

(2) mot later than 30 days after the date on
which the Secretary makes the waiver, submats to the
congressional defense commattees a detailed justifica-
tion for the wawver, including—

(A4) an wdentification of the Department of
Defense account from which funds would be obli-
gated or expended to conduct, or support the con-
duct of, the proposed research covered by the
waiver;

(B) an identification of the amount of such
Junds;

(C) an identification of the intended pur-
pose of such funds;

(D) an adentification of the recipient or
prospective recipient of such funds (including
any nongovernmental recipient, as applicable);

(E) an explanation for how the waiver is in
the national security interests of the United
States; and

(F) any other information the Secretary de-
termines appropriate.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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(1) The term “military anvmal” has the mean-
g gwen the term in section 2583(1)(1) of title 10,
United States Code.

(2) The term “painful research’ includes any re-
search, biomedical training, experimentation, or bio-
logical testing, classified in pain category D or E by
the Department of Agriculture.

(3) The term “service animal” has the meaning
gwen the term in section 37.3 of title 49, Code of Fed-
eral Regulations, or such successor requlation.

SEC. 729. PILOT PROGRAM TO TEST STANDALONE TECH-
NOLOGY TO IMPROVE EFFICIENCIES IN SUP-
PLY-CHAIN MANAGEMENT, MEDICAL READI-
NESS, AND MEDICAL PROCESSES.

(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—Not later than 90 days after

the date of the enactment of the Act, the Secretary of De-

fense, acting through the Director of the Defense Health

Agency, shall carry out a pilot program to test and evaluate
existing standalone technologies to assess whether such tech-
nologies accomplish the following:

(1) Improving efficiencies in medical supply-
chaim management and in malitary medical readi-
ness.

(2) Streamlining medical processes.

(3) Improving recordation accuracy.
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(4) Reducing rates of needlestick injury.

(5) Enhancing retention rates of military health
care providers.

(b) DURATION.—The Secretary shall carry out the
pilot program for a five-year period.

SEC. 730. AVAILABILITY OF SEXUAL ASSAULT NURSE EXAM-
INER SERVICES AT MILITARY MEDICAL
TREATMENT FACILITIES.

(a) REQUIREMENT.—Not later than one year after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall ensure that each mailitary medical treatment facility
maintains, at all times, the continuous availability of at

least one qualified sexual assault nurse examiner to provide

Jorensic medical examinations and related care to sexual

assault survivors.

(b) USE OF CONTRACTS TO MEET REQUIREMENT.—
The Secretary may satisfy the requirement in subsection (a)
with respect to a military medical treatment facility if the
Secretary enters into a contract or other agreement with
a private provider under which the provider ensures the
continuous availability of a qualified sexual assault nurse
examiner to provide services at that facility. In entering
into such a contract or other agreement, the Secretary shall

ensure the following:
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1 (1) A qualified sexual assault nurse examiner is
2 on call 24 hours per day and will arrive at the facil-
3 1ty not later than two hours after being called.

4 (2) The qualified sexual assault nurse examiners
5 are located—

6 (A) not more than 25 miles by road from
7 the facility; or

8 (B) within a 30-minute emergency response
9 travel time under normal conditions from the fa-
10 cility.
11 (3) The qualified sexual assault nurse examiners
12 meet or exceed all credentialing, training, and certifi-
13 cation standards that the Secretary would otherwise
14 apply to a sexual assault nurse examiner employed
15 durectly by the Department of Defense.
16 (¢) INFORMATION.—Not later than one year after the

17 date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary shall—

18 (1) issue updated policy guidance of the Depart-
19 ment implementing the requirements of subsections
20 (a) and (b), including standard language for con-
21 tracts or other agreements under subsection (b); and
22 (2) submit to the Committees on Armed Services
23 of the House of Representatives and the Senate a re-
24 port detailing—
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(A) the status of sexual assault nurse exam-
wer staffing at each military medical treatment
Jacility;

(B) any contracts or other agreements en-
tered into under subsection (b), including the
names and locations of providers;

(C) the average response times for sexual as-
sault nurse examiners and any gaps in coverage
experienced during the one-year period preceding
the report; and

(D) plans to address any identified short-
Jalls in service availability.

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “military medical treatment facil-
ity” has the meaning given that term in section
1073c of title 10, Unated States Code.

(2) The term “sexual assault nurse examiner”
means a registered nurse who has recewed specialized
travming and certification in the forensic examination
of sexual assault survivors and the collection of foren-
sic evidence, in accordance with standards established
by the International Association of Forensic Nurses or

an equivalent certifying body.
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SEC. 731. UNIFORM PROTOCOLS ON SCREENING FOR UN-

WANTED SEXUAL BEHAVIOR.

(a) GUIDANCE.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Director of the Defense
Health Agency, in coordination with the Assistant Sec-
retary of Defense for Health Affairs and the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness, shall develop
comprehensive written guidance establishing uniform proto-
cols for providing a screening for unwanted sexual behavior
to patients at military medical treatment facilities.

(b) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
on which the Director issues the guidance under subsection
(a), the Director shall submit to the congressional defense
committees a report containing the following:

(1) An assessment of the extent to which each
malitary medical treatment facility has tmplemented
the guidance.

(2) Aggregate, de-identified data on screening
rates, positive-screen rates, and referral follow-
through.

(3) Any planned revisions to the guidance.

(¢) SCREENING FOR UNWANTED SEXUAL BEHAVIOR
DEFINED.—In this section, the term “‘screening for un-
wanted sexual behavior” means the use of standardized, evi-
dence-based questions or instruments to detect whether an

mdwidual has been subject to any sexual contact or inter-
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action to which the mdividual did not or could not freely
consent, including harassment, coercion, assault, or abuse.
SEC. 732. ACCESS TO SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EXAMI-
NATIONS FOR CIVILIAN EMPLOYEES AND
CONTRACTORS.
Section 1725(b) of the National Defense Authorization
Act for Fiscal Year 2014 (Public Law 113-66; 10 U.S.C.
1561 note) 1s amended—

(1) in paragraph (2)—

(A4) by inserting “(or other individual cov-
ered under paragraph (3))” after “patient of the
Jacility”; and

(B) by inserting “(or other such individ-
ual’s need)” after “patient’s need”; and
(2) by adding at the end the following:

“(3) ACCESS TO SEXUAL ASSAULT FORENSIC EX-
AMINERS.—In addition to furnishing sexual assault
Jorensic examinations to patients of military medical
treatment facilities, the Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that civilian employees and contractors of the
Department of Defense are furnished sexual assault
Jorensic examinations at military medical treatment
Jacilities (including such facilities located outside the
Unated States) following an allegation of sexual as-

sault, regardless of whether the employee or contractor
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18 otherwise eligible for health care under chapter 55

of title 10, United States Code.”.

SEC. 733. MANDATORY TRAINING ON HEALTH EFFECTS OF
PERFLUOROALKYL OR POLYFLUOROALKYL
SUBSTANCES.

The Secretary of Defense shall provide to each health
care provider of the Department of Defense mandatory
traiming  regarding the potential health effects of
perfluoroalkyl or polyfluoroalkyl substances.

Subtitle C—Studies, Briefings,

Reports, and Other Matters

SEC. 741. MILITARY MEDICAL COOPERATION ARRANGE-
MENTS AMONG FIVE EYES COUNTRIES.

Subchapter II of chapter 138 of title 10, United States
Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following new
section:

“§2350t. Military medical cooperation arrangements
among Five Eyes countries

“(a) AurHORITY—The Secretary of Defense may enter
wmto a bilateral or multilateral memorandum of under-
standing or other formal agreement with one or more gov-
ernments of the Fiwe Eyes countries to support military
medical cooperation or vmprove operational medical inter-
operability.

“(b) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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“(1) The term ‘Fiwe Eyes countries’ means the
Jollowing:

“(A) Australia.

“(B) Canada.

“(C) New Zealand.

“(D) The United Kingdom.

“(2) The term ‘military wmedical cooperation’
means any of the following:

“(A) Information exchange.

“(B) Medical interoperability, including
credentialing of health care personnel.

“(C) Medical education, training, exercises,
and evaluation.

“(D) Medical research, development, trials,
and evaluation.

“(E) Biodefense, including with respect to
prevention, preparation, response, and investiga-
tion.

“(F) Meduical logistics, ncluding the rec-
ognition of MedCM, drugs and medical equip-
ment.

“(G) Patient movement.

“C(H) Any other areas for cooperation des-

wgnated by the Secretary of Defense.
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“(3) The term ‘military medicine’ means any of
the following:

“(4) Combat casualty care including trau-
ma.

“(B) Military infectious disease.

“(C) Chemaical, biological, radiological, and
nuclear medical support.

“(D) Deployed health care delivery.

“(E) Public health, health readiness, and
Jorce health protection.

“(F) Mental health.

“(G) Humanitarian response.

“(H) Anomalous health incidents.

“(I) Mass casualty management.

“J) Any other areas of military medicine

designated by the Secretary of Defense.”.

SEC. 742. STRATEGY FOR TREATING TRAUMATIC BRAIN IN-

JURIES THROUGH DIGITAL HEALTH TECH-
NOLOGIES.

Section 735 of the James M. Inhofe National Defense

Authorization Act for Fiscal Year 2023 (Public Law 117-

263; 10 U.S.C. 1071 note) is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsections (e) and (f) as

subsections (f) and (g), respectively; and
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(2) by inserting after subsection (d) the following
new subsection:

“(e) DIGITAL HEALTH TECHNOLOGIES.—

“(1) WORKING GROUP.—As part of the Initia-
twve, the Secretary shall establish a working group to
develop a strategy for treating trawmatic brain inju-
ries through digital health technologies.

“(2) MEMBERSHIP.—The working group shall be
composed of members of the Armed Forces, civilian
employees of the Department of Defense, and individ-
wals not employed by the Federal Government, who
have expertise in trawmatic brain injury clinical
care, biomedical informatics, engineering, or imple-
mentation science.

“(3) ELEMENTS.—The strategy developed under
paragraph (1) shall include the following:

“(A) Identification of capability gaps in the
treatment of trauwmatic brain injuries that could
be addressed through artificial intelligence and
duigital health technologies.

“(B) An analysis of existing research, devel-
opment, and acquisition efforts leveraging artifi-
cial antelligence-based capabilities and digital
health technologies, including any applicable

commercial off-the-shelf solutions being used by

*HR 3838 RH



418

1 the Secretary to support the treatment of trau-
2 matic brain injuries.

3 “(C) Recommendations with respect to ad-
4 vances required to—

5 “(1) address gaps identified under sub-
6 paragraph (A); and

7 “(1n) significantly 1mprove the treat-
8 ment of traumatic brain injuries using arti-
9 ficial intelligence and digital health tech-
10 nologies.

11 “(D) A recommended investment plan to
12 advance technology and knowledge readiness lev-
13 els to field digital health technologies to treat
14 traumatic brain injuries.

15 “(4) BRIEFING.—Not later than one year after
16 the date of the enactment of the National Defense Au-
17 thorization Act for Fiscal Year 2020, the Secretary
18 shall provide to the Committees on Armed Services of
19 the House of Representatives and the Senate a brief-
20 g on the strategy developed under paragraph (1).”.
21 SEC. 743. REPORT ON TRAUMATIC BRAIN INJURIES AMONG
22 CERTAIN PILOTS SERVING ON ACTIVE DUTY.
23 (a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

24 of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall

25 submat to the congressional defense commaittees a report that
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contains a study determining whether, and to what extent,
members of the Armed Forces serving on active duty as pi-
lots suffer from traumatic brain injury resulting from the
cumulatwe  effects of  high-speed manewvers, catapult
launches, and other repetitive actions potentially harmful
to brain health as a result of such service.

(b) MATTERS INCLUDED.—The report under subsection
(a) shall include the following:

(1) The results of the study under subsection (a).

(2) A summary of existing policies and proce-
dures of the Department of Defense, as of the date of
the report, for identifying, documenting, and treating
mald, moderate, and severe trawmatic brain injury
among pilots.

(3) A strategy to better identify, document, and
treat mild, moderate, and severe traumatic brain in-
Jury among pilots.

(4) Recommendations of the Secretary with re-
spect to potential regulatory and legislative actions to
address challenges in identifying, docwmenting, and
treating mald, moderate, and severe traumatic brain

mjury among pilots.
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SEC. 744. STUDY ON PREVALENCE AND MORTALITY OF CAN-

CER AMONG MILITARY ROTARY-WING PILOTS
AND AVIATION SUPPORT PERSONNEL.

(a) STUDY REQUIRED.—The Divector of the Defense
Health Agency, in coordination with the Directors of the
National Institutes of Health and the National Cancer In-
stitute, shall conduct a study among covered individuals in
two phases as provided by this section.

(b) INITIAL PHASE OF STUDY.—

(1) GOAL OF INITIAL PHASE.—Under the initial
phase of the study under subsection (a), the Director
of the Defense Health Agency shall determine, for each
cancer specified in paragraph (2), whether there is an
mereased prevalence of, or increased rate of mortality
caused by, such cancer for covered individuals as
compared to ssmilarly aged individuals in the general
population (or, in the case of the cancer specified in
paragraph (2)(B), for female covered individuals as
compared to similarly aged women in the general
population,).

(2) CANCERS SPECIFIED.—The cancers specified
m this paragraph are the following:

(A) Brain cancer.

(B) Breast cancer.

(C) Colon and rectal cancer.
(D) Kidney cancer.
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(E) Lung cancer.
(F) Melanoma.
(G) Non-Hodgkin’s lymphoma.
(H) Ovarian cancer.
(I) Pancreatic cancer.
(J) Prostate cancer.
(K) Testicular cancer.
(L) Urinary bladder cancer.

(3) REPORT ON INITIAL PHASE.—Not later than
one year after the date of the enactment of this Act,
the Director of the Defense Health Agency shall sub-
mit to the appropriate congressional committees a re-
port on the findings of the phase of the study under
this subsection.

(¢) SECOND PHASE OF STUDY.—

(1) GOAL OF SECOND PHASE.—If, pursuant to
the phase of the study under subsection (D), the Direc-
tor of the Defense Health Agency determines there is
an ncreased prevalence of, or increased mortality
rate caused by, any cancer specified in subsection
(b)(2) among covered individuals (or, with respect to
the cancer specified in subsection (b)(2)(B), among fe-
male covered individuals), the Director shall conduct

a second phase of the study to—

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

O TN NG T N T NG I NG R NS B N e e T e e T e T e e T
[ T NG U N N = = N R - BN B e ) W ) TR ~S O T NO = e

422

(A) vdentify any carcinogenic toxin or other
hazardous material associated with the operation
of military rotary-wing aircraft, such as fumes,
Juels, or other liquids;

(B) identify any operating environment, in-
cluding frequencies or electromagnetic fields, in
which covered indiwiduals may have received ex-
cess exposure to mon-ionizing radiation in the
course of such operation, including non-ionizing
radiation associated with avrborne, ground, or
shipboard radars; and

(C) identify potential exposures as a result
of military service by covered individuals to car-
cinogenic toxins or other hazardous wmaterials
not associated with the operation of military ro-
tary-wing avrcraft (such as exposure to burn
pits, toxins i contaminated water, or toxins em-
bedded in soils), including by determining—

(1) the locations of such service; and

(11) any duties of covered individuals
unrelated to such operation and associated
with an increased prevalence of, or in-
creased mortality rate caused by, cancer.

(2) REPORT ON SECOND PHASE.—If the Director

of the Defense Health Agency conducts the phase of
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the study under this subsection, not later than one
year after the date on which the Director submits the
report under subsection (b)(3), the Director shall sub-
mat to the appropriate congressional commattees a re-
port on the findings of such phase.

(3) DATA FORMAT.—The Director of the Defense
Health Agency shall format any data resulting from
the phase of the study under this subsection consistent
with the formatting of data wunder the Surveillance,
Epidemiology, and End Results program, including
by disaggregating such data by race, gender, and age.

(d) SOURCES OF DATA.—In conducting the study

under this section, the Director of the Defense Health Agen-

cy shall use data from—

(1) the database of the Surveillance, Epidemi-
ology, and End Results program;

(2) the study conducted under section 750 of the
National Defense Authorization Act for Fiscal Year
2021 (Public Law 116-283; 134 Stat. 3716); and

(3) any other study previously conducted by the
Secretary of a military department that the Director
determanes relevant for purposes of this section.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
(1) The term “appropriate congressional com-

mittees” means—
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(A) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Commattee on Veterans’ Affairs of the House
of Representatives; and

(B) the Committee on Armed Services and
the Commattee on Veterans™ Affairs of the Senate.
(2) The term “covered Armed Force” means the

Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Aiwr Force, or Space
Force.

(3) The term “‘covered individual” means any
ndwrdual who—

(A) served wn a covered Armed Force on or
after February 28, 1961, as an aircrew member
of a rotary-wing avrcraft (including as a pilot or
aviation support personnel), without regard to
the status, position, rank, or grade of the indi-
vidual within such crew; and

(B) recerves health care benefits under chap-
ter 55 of title 10, United States Code.

(4) The term “Surveillance, Epidemiology, and
End Results program’ means the program of the Na-
tional  Cancer Institute referred to in  section
399B(d)(1) of the Public Health Service Act (40

U.S.C. 280e(d)(1)), or any successor program.
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SEC. 745. STUDY ON EFFECTS OF SERVICE IN THE SPECIAL

OPERATIONS FORCES TO HEALTH OF MEM-
BERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) STUDY.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
conduct a five-year longitudinal study on the evaluation
and treatment of trawmatic brain injuries and other inju-
ries to provide analyses, findings, and recommendations
with respect to extending the health span of members of spe-
cial operations forces.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The study under subsection (a) shall
mcelude the following:

(1) An evaluation of various exposure factors, in-
cluding environmental, imjury, and disease, to iden-
tify and quantify the relationship of such exposure to
long-term health.

(2) An identification of sensitive and rapid bio-
markers related to imjury and outcomes at the acute,
subacute, and chronic level that translate to practical
mjury mitigation.

(3) The characterizing and analysis of the fac-
tors associated with mitigating wnitial injury, en-
hancing force resilience, and optimizing long-term

outcomes.
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(4) An identification of the critical pre-service
and post-service related issues that affect long-term
health span.

(5) An adentification of the factors associated
with early aging at the patient facing and cellular
level to identify targets for potential therapeutics and
interventions.

(6) Any other elements as determined appro-
priate by the Secretary.

(¢) PROGRESS REPORTS.—Not later than 90 days
after the date on which the Secretary commences the study
under subsection (a), and annually thereafter during the
duration of the study, the Secretary shall submit to the
Commattees on Armed Services of the House of Representa-
tives and the Senate a progress report of activities con-
ducted under the study during the period covered by the
report.

(d) FINAL REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the
date on which the Secretary completes the study under sub-
section (a), the Secretary shall submit to the Committees
on Armed Services of the House of Representatives and the
Senate a report containing the findings of the study and
recommendations based on the study, including information

regarding—
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(1) identification of health trajectories associated
with a career serving as a member of the special oper-
ations forces;

(2) modifiable and nonmodifiable factors, includ-
mg bromarkers, disease processes, and social deter-
minants of health, associated with life-span trajec-
tories and an increase in force readiness;

(3) any recommendations to alter health trajec-
tories and 1mprove force resilience and long-term
health span in actiwe and retived members of the spe-
cial operations forces; and

(4) processes to integrate factors that affect the
health of an indiwvidual before serving in the special
operations forces, including with respect to the expo-
sure history and health trajectory of the individual,
mto simple scores that can be use to vmprove the care
of active and retired members of the special oper-
ations forces.

(¢) SPECIAL OPERATIONS FORCES DEFINED.—In this

20 section, the term “special operations forces” means the

21 forces described in section 167(j) of title 10, United States

22 Code.
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SEC. 746. PILOT PROGRAM ON USE OF FISH SKIN REGEN-

ERATION PRODUCTS IN TREATING BURN AND
BLAST INJURIES.

(a) PILoT PROGRAM.—The Secretary of Defense may
carry out a pilot program to—

(1) evaluate the efficacy of fish skin regeneration
products i treating burn and blast injuries of mem-
bers of the Armed Forces; and

(2) with respect to such products, assess the clin-
1cal outcomes, cost-effectiveness, and potential benefits
Jor long-term recovery and military readiness.

(b) LocATION.—If the Secretary carries out the pilot
program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall carry out
the pilot program at the Walter Reed National Military
Medical Center.

(¢c) DURATION.—If the Secretary carries out the pilot
program under subsection (a), the Secretary shall carry out
the pilot program for three years.

(d) REPORTS.—Not later than one year after the date
on which the Secretary commences the pilot program under
subsection (a), and annually thereafter during the life of
the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to the Com-
mittees on Armed Services of the House of Representatives

and the Senate a report on the pilot program.

*HR 3838 RH



429

1 SEC. 747. PILOT PROGRAM ON REMOTE BLOOD PRESSURE

2
3
4
5
6
7
8
9

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24
25

MONITORING FOR CERTAIN PREGNANT AND
POST-PARTUM TRICARE BENEFICIARIES.
(a) ESTABLISHMENT.—
(1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
the date of enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-

fense, acting through the Defense Health Agency, shall

establish a pilot program on blood pressure moni-
toring  for at-risk  pregnant and  postpartum
TRICARE beneficiaries in order to increase the rate
of early detection of hypertensive disorder related to
pregnancy and postpartum.

(2) MoDEL.—The Secretary may model the pilot
program on a pilot program for blood pressure self-
monitoring of the Healthy Start Program operated by
the Health Resources and Services Administration of
the Department of Health and Human Services.

(b) SiTES.—The Secretary shall select sites for the

pilot program in accordance with the following:

(1) The pilot program shall operate at not fewer
than two military medical treatment facilities of each
of the Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Air Force, and
Space Force.

(2) Sites shall be geographically diverse, includ-

mg locations in rural and urban areas.
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1 (3) The Secretary shall give priority to a maili-
2 tary medical treatment facility that has a large num-
3 ber of obstetric patients or a history of maternal
4 health programs.
5 (¢) PARTICIPANTS.—
6 (1) ELIGIBILITY.—An eligible participant for the
7 pilot program, is an individual—
8 (A) who 1is enrolled in TRICARE;
9 (B) who 1s pregnant or postpartum;
10 (C) who recerves health care through a maili-
11 tary medical treatment facility selected wunder
12 subsection (b); and
13 (D) whom the Secretary determines 1is at
14 risk (based on evidence and current wmedical
15 standards and recommendations) of a hyper-
16 tenswve disorder of pregnancy or negative health
17 outcomes as a result of a hypertensive disorder
18 of pregnancy.
19 (2) VOLUNTARY.—Participation in the pilot pro-
20 gram shall be voluntary.
21 (d) EQUIPMENT.—A participant in the pilot program

22 shall receive—

23 (1) a device approved by the Food and Drug Ad-
24 manistration for the digital monitoring of blood pres-
25 sure, validated by the Food and Drug Admainistration
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Jor use during pregnancy, capable of remote moni-

toring and data transmaission, has adjustable or alter-

native cuff sizes; and

(2) educational materials and instructions on
the use of such device from a health care provider of
the Department of Defense.

(¢) PROVIDERS.—In carrying out the pilot program,
the Secretary shall use primary care and obstetric care pro-
viders of eligible participants, to the extent practicable.

(f) MATERIALS.—The Secretary shall develop sup-
porting materials for health care providers who facilitate
the pilot program, including the following:

(1) Guidance on how to identify eligible partici-
pants for the pilot program.
(2) Evidence-based educational materials regard-

g maternal health best practices for eligible partici-

pants.

(9) TErRM.—The pilot program shall terminate five
years after the date on which the Secretary establishes such
pilot program.

(h) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the termi-
nation of the pilot program, the Secretary shall submit to
the Committees on Armed Services of the House of Rep-
resentatives and Senate a report on the pilot program, and

publish such report on the website of the Department of De-
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1 fense. The wreport shall include the following elements,

2 disaggregated by the Armed Force, sex, age, race, and eth-

3 macity of participants:

4

O o0 9 O W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

(1) The number of participants in the pilot pro-
gram.

(2) The percentage of such participants who used
the monitors as prescribed.

(3) A summary of barriers or challenges partici-
pants experienced using the monitors and if they re-
sulted wn underutilization.

(4) The percentage of participants who had blood
pressure readings of concern.

(5) The percentage of participants described in
paragraph (4) who received medical attention based
on such readings.

(6) A summary of provider and participant feed-
back, including percentages of—

(A) providers that found the program influ-
enced patient care; and

(B) participants who found the program
was helpful in managing their own care.

(7) Recommendations of the Secretary whether
the pilot program should be altered, expanded, or

made permanent.
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SEC. 748. PILOT PROGRAM TO HELP CERTAIN MEMBERS OF

THE ARMED FORCES STOP SMOKING.

(a) AurHorIiTy.—Not later than 180 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
may carry out a one-year pilot program to furnish, to cov-
ered members, the alternatives to smoking specified in sub-
section (b) in order—

(1) to help such covered members stop smoking;
and

(2) to improve the health of such covered mem-
bers.

(b) ALTERNATIVES TO SMOKING.—The alternatives to
smoking specified in this subsection are:

(1) Counseling.

(2) Nicotine gum.

(3) Nicotine patches.

(4) Electric nicotine delivery systems.

(¢) PARTICIPATION.—If the Secretary carries out such

a pilot program, the pilot program shall operate—
(1) in not less than one covered Armed Force;
and
(2) at not less than one military installation at
which covered members serve in numbers that exceed
the national average for each of the following:
(A) Smoking cigarettes or other combustible
tobacco products.
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(B) Population of Black Americans.

(C) Population of Asian and Pacific Is-
lander Americans.
(D) Population of Hispanic Americans.
(E) Population of Appalachian Americans.
(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the termi-
nation of such a pilot program, the Secretary shall submait
to the Committees on Armed Services of the Senate and
House of Representatives, a report regarding the results of
the pilot program. Elements of such report shall include the
determination of the Secretary regarding—

(1) whether the pilot program helped covered
members stop smoking;

(2) the alternatives specified in subsection (b)
that are most effective in helping covered members to
stop smoking;

(3) gaps in health care services available to cov-
ered members who belong to the populations described
m subsection (¢)(2); and

(4) the recommendation of the Secretary whether
to expand, extend, or make permanent the pilot pro-
gram.

(e) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:
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1 (1) The term “covered Armed Force” means the
2 Army, Navy, Marine Corps, Awr Force, or Space
3 Force.

4 (2) The term “covered member” means a member

5 of a covered Armed Force—

6 (A) serving on active duty; and

7 (B) who smokes at least one cigarette (or

8 other combustible tobacco product) per week.

9 SEC. 749. PILOT PROGRAM ON SECURE, MOBILE PERSONAL
10 HEALTH RECORD FOR MEMBERS OF THE
11 ARMED FORCES PARTICIPATING IN THE
12 TRANSITION ASSISTANCE PROGRAM.

13 (a) P1LOT PROGRAM.—Not later than 180 days after

14 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of De-
15 fense shall commence carrying out a pilot program under
16 which members of the Armed Forces who are serving on ac-
17 tive duty and receiving benefits or services under the Tran-
18 sition Assistance Program are able to use a covered health
19 record platform to collect their medical records before sepa-
20 rating from active duty.

21 (b) SELECTION OF ARMED FORCES.—The Secretary
22 shall select not less than one Armed Force in which to carry
23 out the pilot program under subsection (a).

24 (¢) CONTRACT AUTHORITY.—
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(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall seek to
enter into a contract using competitive procedures
with an appropriate entity, as determined by the Sec-
retary, for the provision of the covered health record
platform under the pilot program under subsection
(a).

(2) NoTiCE OF COMPETITION.—Not later than 60
days after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Secretary shall issue a request for proposals for the
contract described in paragraph (1). Such request
shall be full and open to any contractor that has an
existing covered health record platform.

(3) SELECTION.—Not later than 120 days after
the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary
shall award a contract to an appropriate entity pur-
suant to the request for proposals under paragraph
(2) if at least one acceptable offer from such an entity
18 submatted.

(d) DURATION OF PILOT PROGRAM.—

(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary shall carry out
the pilot program under subsection (a) for a period
of not less than one year.

(2) TERMINATION OR EXTENSION OF PRO-
GRAM.—At the end of the one-year period specified in

paragraph (1), the Secretary may—
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(A) terminate the pilot program under sub-
section (a);
(B) continue the pilot program;
(C) expand the pilot program; or
(D) implement the use of a covered health
record platform in the Transition Assistance

Program throughout the Armed Forces.

(e¢) PROHIBITION ON NEW APPROPRIATIONS.—No ad-
ditional funds are authorized to be appropriated to carry
out the requirements of this section. Such requirements shall
be carried out using amounts otherwise authorized to be ap-
propriated for the Department of Defense.

(f) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “covered health record platform”
means a secure personal health record platform that
meets the following requirements:

(A) Has web-based and native mobile phone

app capabilities.

(B) Has the capability to store and share
records with the Department of Veterans Affairs
or any other designated care provider.

(C) Has the capability to store records in
the cloud.

(D) Does not have a requirement for inte-

gration to receive or share records.
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(E) Has the capability to instantly share

data based on a combination of access key and
personal identifier.

(F) Has the capability to provide secure
data storage and records transfer upon separa-
tion of a member of the Armed Forces from ac-
twe duty.

(G) Does not require a business associate
agreement with any parties.

(H) Has secure data isolation with access
controls.

(1) Has, at a minimum, data security that
would require separate encryption for each docu-
ment, relying on AES256 or better algorithm
with keys encryption using RSA2048 or better
algorithm, or any successor similar algorithm.
(2) The term “Transition Assistance Program’

means the program of the Department of Defense for
preparation counseling, employment assistance, and
other transitional services provided wunder sections

1142 and 1144 of title 10, United States Code.
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SEC. 750. REPORT ON TRANSITIONING OF MAIL-ORDER

PHARMACY PROGRAM OF TRICARE PROGRAM
TO AN IN-HOUSE MAIL ORDER SERVICE.

(a) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submit to the Commaittees on Armed Services of the Senate
and the House of Representatives a report on the feasibility
and advisability of transitioning the contractor-operated
mail-order pharmacy program of the TRICARE program
to a service provided directly by the Department of Defense.

(b) ELEMENTS.—The report under subsection (a) shall
melude an analysis of the following with respect to the tran-
sition described in such subsection:

(1) Costs, including administrative costs, dis-
pensing fees, and administrative overhead.

(2) Structure and staffing.

(3) The effect on beneficiaries under the
TRICARE program, including regarding delivery
times and quality.

(4) The feasibility and advisability of combining
the manil-order pharmacy  functions under the
TRICARE program with the mail-order pharmacy
Junctions of the Veterans Health Administration of
the Department of Veterans Affairs.
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(¢) TRICARE PROGRAM DEFINED.—In this section,

the term “TRICARE program” has the meaning given that

term in section 1072 of title 10, United States Code.

SEC. 751. STRATEGIC PLAN TO ADDRESS MENTAL HEALTH
OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED FORCES.

(a) PLAN.—The Secretary of Defense, in coordination
with each Secretary of a military department and the Di-
rector of the Defense Health Agency, shall develop a stra-
tegic plan to address swicide by members of the Armed
Forces and the mental health services provided to members.

(b) KLEMENTS.—The plan under subsection (a) shall
nclude the following:

(1) Developing and enforcing uniform protocols
with respect to—

(A) the regulations prescribed for the self-
matiated referral process under section 1090b(e)
of title 10, United States Code, for members of
the Armed Forces seeking mental health evalua-
tions;

(B) the provision of information, including
through workplace posters, flyers, and advertise-
ments, to ensure members are aware of such re-
ferral process.

(2) Standardized mental health training for

members of the Armed Forces, including—
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(A) specialized training for commanders,
sentor enlisted leaders, and medical personnel on
wdentifying and addressing mental health con-
cerns;

(B) the development of a certification proc-
ess based on completion of traiming with docu-
mented proof of compliance;

(C) how to respond when a member initi-
ates the referral process under section 1090b(e) of
title 10, United States Code; and

(D) how to recognize signs indicating men-
tal health distress.

TITLE VIII—ACQUISITION POL-
ICY, ACQUISITION MANAGE-
MENT, AND RELATED MAT-
TERS

Subtitle A—Acquisition Policy and
Management
SEC. 801. MULTIYEAR PROCUREMENT AUTHORITY FOR COV-
ERED WEAPON SYSTEMS.

(a) AUTHORITY FOR MULTIVEAR PROCUREMENT.—
Subject to section 3501 of title 10, United States Code, the
Secretary of the Defense shall enter into one or more
multiyear contracts for the procurement of a covered weap-

on system 1f—
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(1) a decision has been made to move such cov-
ered weapon system to full-rate production; and

(2) such covered weapon system s projected to
maintain full-rate production for a period of five or
more consecutive years after entering into such a con-
tract.

(b) Warver.—The Secretary of Defense may waive the
requirements of subsection (a) if the Secretary determines
that the projected threat environment in which the covered
weapon system 1s to be fielded has changed in a manner
such that the procurement of such system is no longer nec-
essary.

(¢c) APPLICABILITY.—This section and the require-
ments of this section shall apply with respect to a multiyear
contract for the procurement of a covered weapon system
entered into on or after the date of the enactment of this
Act.

(d) COVERED WEAPON SYSTEM DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “‘covered weapon system”™ means a major
weapon system (as defined in section 3455 of title 10,
United States Code)—

(1) for which the budget justification documents
submatted by the Secretary in accordance with section

4205 of title 10, Unated States Code, state that the

planned procurement schedule, conducted at the most
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effective production rate (as defined in such section),
will require 36 months or more to obtain the total
quantity of units to be procured until procurement is
complete; and

(2) that s estimated by the Secretary of Defense
to require an eventual total expenditure for procure-
ment, mcluding all planned increments or spirals, of
more than $1,000,000,000 (based on fiscal year 2025

constant dollars).

SEC. 802. ELIMINATION OF LATE COST AND PRICING DATA

SUBMISSION DEFENSE.

Section 3706(c) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is

amended—

(1) in paragraph (3) by striking “or” at the end;

(2) in paragraph (4) by striking the period and
mserting “; or”; and

(3) by adding at the end the following:

“(5) updates to cost or pricing data submitted by
the prime contractor or subcontractor after the date of
agreement on the price of the contract (or price of the
modification) or, if applicable and if consistent with
subsection (a)(2), such other date agreed upon between
the parties, were based on data that was more than

30 days old.”.
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SEC. 803. REPORTING OF PRICE INCREASES.

Chapter 271 of title 10, United States Code, 1s amend-
ed by adding at the end the following new section:

“§3709. Reporting of increases above specified prices

“(a) IN GENERAL.—An offeror shall be required to sub-
mat to the relevant contracting officer a report, not later
than 30 days after the offeror becomes aware that the price
of a product or service under a covered contract reaches or
exceeds an amount equal to—

“(1) 25 percent more than the price specified in
the covered contract bid;

“(2) 25 percent more than the price the Govern-
ment pavd for such product or service during the cal-
endar year immediately preceding the date on which
the covered contract 1s entered into; or

“(3) 50 percent more than the price the Govern-
ment paid for such product or service at any time be-
Jore the 5-year period preceding the date on which the
covered contract is entered into.

“(b) NONCOMPLIANCE.—With respect to an offeror who
Jails to submat the report requived under this section, the
Director of the Defense Contract Audit Agency or the rel-
evant service acquisition executive shall include in the Fed-
eral Awardee Performance and Integrity Information Sys-

tem (or any successor system) the following information:
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“(1) An identification of such offeror and the
specific product or service to which such report should
relate.

“(2) The National Stock Number of such product
or service and the order quantity, unit cost, total cost,
purchasing or reimbursing entity, and date of the
order for such product or service.

“(c) COVERED CONTRACT DEFINED.—In this section,
the term ‘covered contract’ means a contract awarded using
procedures other than competitive procedures under section
3204 of thas title or pursuant to section 6.302 of the Federal
Acquisition Regulation.”.

SEC. 804. ASSUMPTION OF UNINSURABLE RISK ON CERTAIN
CONTRACTS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 281 of title 10, Unaited
States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§3864. Assumption of uninsurable risk on certain
contracts

“(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that a contractor is not required to assume the risk
of loss for work in process under a covered contract if, due
to classified nature of the performance of such contractor

under such covered contract—
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1 “(1) such contractor is unable to obtain insur-
2 ance for such risk of loss from a commercial provider;
3 or

4 “(2) a commercial provider is unable to process
5 a clavm of such contractor for loss of work in process
6 under such covered contract.

7 “(b) LIMITATIONS.—Subsection (a) shall not apply
8 with respect to a loss of work in process under a covered
9 contract to the extent that such loss—

10 “(1) occurs outside the period of performance for
11 such work in process under such covered contract; or
12 “(2) results from gross misconduct by the con-
13 tractor.

14 “(c) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 120 days after the

15 date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
16 shall revise the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation

17 Supplement to carry out this section.

18 “(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

19 “(1) The term ‘classified contract’ means a con-
20 tract the performance of which requirves a contractor
21 performing under such contract, or an employee of
22 such contractor, to have access to classified informa-
23 tion.

24 “(2) The term ‘covered contract’ means a classi-
25 Jied, fixed-price type contract for the acquisition of a

*HR 3838 RH



O o0 N N W BB W

[ T S S e e S T T e S
O o0 N O »n B~ W N = O

20

447
product entered into by the Department of Defense

after the enactment of this Act.

“(3) The term ‘work in process’, with respect to

a contract, means a product to be delwered under

such contract—

“(A) that s at any stage of production or
manufacture; and

“(B) the delivery of which has not been ac-
cepted by the Government.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 120 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall revise the Defense Federal Acquisition Regulation
Supplement to carry out section 3864 of title 10, United
States Code, as added by subsection (a).

SEC. 805. CHANGES TO REFERENCE DOCUMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Chapter 361 of title 10, United
States Code, s amended by adding at the end the following
new section:

“§4604. Changes to reference documents

“(a) IN GENERAL.—Fach contract or other agreement

21 for the acquisition of any good or service entered into by

22
23
24

the Department of Defense shall include for each external
document referrved to in such contract or other agreement

a notation that—
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“(1) provides the version of such external docu-
ment that s applicable to such contract or other
agreement; and

“(2) andicates whether any changes have been
made to such external document after the issuance of
the solicitation pursuant to which such contract or
other agreement was entered into.

“(b) UNNOTATED DOCUMENTS.—If a contract or other
agreement described in subsection (a) does not include the
notation requirved under such subsection for an external doc-
ument referred to in such contract or other agreement, the
version of the external document that shall apply with re-
spect to such contract or other agreement 1s the version in
effect at the tvme of the issuance of the solicitation pursuant
to which such contract or other agreement was entered into.

“(c) EXTERNAL DOCUMENT DEFINED.—In this sec-
tion, the term ‘external document’, with respect to a con-
tract or other agreement, means a docwment to which such
contract or other agreement refers that—

“(1) 1s external to such contract or other agree-
ment; and

“(2) exther—

“(A) contains or affects any material term

of such contract or other agreement; or
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“(B) otherwise modifies the performance re-
quired under such contract or other agreement.”.

(b) APPLICABILITY.—The amendment made by sub-
section (a) shall apply only with respect to contracts and
other agreements entered into after the date of the enactment
of this Act.

SEC. 806. MAJOR SYSTEM COST GROWTH OVERSIGHT.

(a) SHORTEN NUNN-McCURDY BREACH REPORT
TIMELINE.—RSection 4374 of title 10, Unated States Code,
18 amended—

(1) in subsection (a), by striking “When a unit
cost report” and inserting “Not later than 30 days
after a unit cost report”;

(2) wn subsection (b), by striking “When a unit
cost report” and inserting “Not later than 30 days
after a unit cost report”; and

(3) in subsection (c), by amending paragraph
(2) to read as follows:

“(2) TIME FOR SUBMISSION OF NOTIFICATION TO
CONGRESS.—In the case of a determination based on
a quarterly report submitted in accordance with sec-
tion 4372 of this title or a report submaitted in accord-
ance with section 4373 of this title, the Secretary

shall submat the notification to Congress within 30
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days after the date on which the determination was

made.”.

(b) END ITEM MAJOR SUBPROGRAM DESIGNATION.—
Section 4203(a)(1) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is
amended by adding at the end the following new subpara-
graph:

“(C) If the Secretary of Defense determines
that a major defense acquisition program re-
quires the delivery of two or more end items that
are each estimated to require an eventual total
expenditure for research, development, test, eval-
uation, operation, and support of more than
$500,000,000, the Secretary shall designate each
such end item as a major subprogram for the
purposes of acquisition reporting under this sub-
part.”.

(¢) OPERATIONS AND SUPPORT COST INCLUSION.—
Section 4214(a)(2) of title 10, United States Code, 1is

amended by inserting ‘‘for the life cycle of such major de-

fense acquisition program or designated major subpro-

gram” before the period at the end.

(d) CriricAL CoST GROWTH TERMINATION.—Section

4376 of title 10, United States Code, is amended—
(1) wn subsection (b), by adding at the end the

Jollowing new paragraphs:
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“(4) DELEGATION.—The Secretary may not dele-

gate the submission of a written certification under
paragraph (1).”; and
(2) in subsection (¢)—

(A) in paragraph (2), by striking “and” at
the end;

(B) in paragraph (3), by striking the period
at the end and inserting “; and’; and

(C) by adding at the end the following new
paragraph:

“(4) consideration of termination plans that
maximize value, imcluding—

“(A) 1mmediate termination of the program
with no further action;

“(B) termination of the program after com-
pletion of the end items in production and for
which  funds have been obligated or expended
under the program as of the date that s the last
day of the applicable 60-day period described in
subsection (b)(1) for the program;

“(C) termination of the program after com-
pletion of the end items described in subpara-
graph (B) for which the resale value exceeds the

cost of completing such end items; and
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1 “(D) any other course of action to maximaze
the value to the Government of the funds that

have been obligated or expended under the pro-

applicable 60-day period described in subsection

(b)(1) for the program.”.

2
3
4 gram as of the date that 1s the last day of the
5
6
7 SEC. 807. CONTESTED LOGISTICS EXERCISE REQUIREMENT.
8 Section 842 of the National Defense Authorization Act
9 for Fiscal Year 2024 (Public Law 118-31; 10 U.S.C. 2341

10 note) 1s amended—

11 (1) by redesignating subsection (h) as subsection
12 (1); and

13 (2) by inserting after subsection (g) the following
14 new subsection:

15 “(h) CONTESTED LOGISTICS KEXERCISE REQUIRE-
16 MENT.—

17 “(1) IN GENERAL—The Secretary of Defense
18 shall direct the Secretaries of the Navy and the Auvr
19 Force to incorporate the requirements of the Program
20 mto the execution of the Return of Forces to the Pa-
21 cific exercise of the Air Force and the Rim of the Pa-
22 cific exercise of the Navy.

23 “(2) EXECUTION.—In carrying oul paragraph
24 (1) with respect to an exercise described in such para-
25 graph, the Secretary concerned shall, in consultation
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with any covered nation participating in such exer-

cise, evaluate the following:

“(A)  Operational scenarios that require
greater collaboration amongst national militaries
to support logistics requirements and which shall
leverage contracting processes and operational
contract support, acquisitions and cross serv-
weing agreements, and prepositioned assets to as-
sess how participating nations can maximize de-
terrence value and readiness of mailitary forces.

“(B) Barriers that may prevent and oppor-
tunities to expand the joint sustainment of weap-
ons systems by nations that commonly operate
such weapon systems, including—

“(1) the use of agreements related to
maintenance and the sharing of parts; and

“(11) how participating nations can ex-
pand tactical maintenance and supply
teroperability.

“(C) Conducting maintenance of weapons
systems in austere environments and the associ-
ated transportation requirements.

“(D) Existing policies, statutes, and tech-

nical requirements that prevent further integra-
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twon of sustainment of weapon systems amongst
participating nations.
“(3) TERMINATION.—This subsection shall termi-

nate on the date described in subsection (g).”.

Subtitle B—Amendments to General

Contracting Authorities, Proce-
dures, and Limitations
811. ADDITIONAL AMENDMENTS RELATED TO
UNDEFINITIZED CONTRACTUAL ACTIONS.
(a) IN GENERAL.—
(1) ADDITIONAL ALLOWED PROFITS.—RSection
3374(a) of title 10, United States Code, 1is amended—
(A4) wn the heading, by striking “CERTAIN
REDUCED”;
(B) in paragraph (1), by striking “and” at
the end;
(C) i paragraph (2), by striking the period
at the end and inserting a semicolon; and
(D) by adding at the end the following new
paragraphs:
“(3) the wncreased cost risk of the contractor with
respect to any costs incurred prior to the award of the

undefinitized contractual action when such costs—
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1 “(A) would have been directly chargeable to
2 the contract if incurred after the award of the
3 contract; and

4 “(B) were incurred to meet an anticipated
5 contract delivery schedule or anticipated contract
6 price targets of the Government under an acqui-
7 sition  strateqy requirved under section 4211 of
8 this title; and

9 “(4) the wncreased cost risk of the contractor with
10 respect to negotiations continuing for more than 180
11 days beginning on the date on which the contractor
12 submitted the qualifying proposal to definitize such
13 undefinitized contractual action.”.

14 (2) CONTRACT FINANCING PROGRESS PAYMENT
15 INCREASE.—RSection 3804 of title 10, United States
16 Code, 1s amended—

17 (A) by striking subsection (b);

18 (B) by redesignating subsection (c) as sub-
19 section (b); and
20 (C) by adding at the end the following new
21 subsection:
22 “lc) ADJUSTMENT TO THE RATE OF CONTRACT FI-

23 NANCING.—If an undefinitized contractual action has not
24 been definitized within 180 days after the contractor sub-

25 matted a  qualifying  proposal to  definitize  such
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undefinitized contractual action, the contracting officer
shall inerease the rate of any applicable payments under
section 3801 of thas title on such undefinitized contractual
action by 5 percent without requiring any additional con-
sideration from such contractor.”.

(b) REGULATIONS.—Not later than 120 days after the
date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense
shall revise the Department of Defense Supplement to the
Federal Acquisition Regulation to carry out sections
3374(a) and 3804 of title 10, Unated States Code, as amend-
ed by subsection (a).

SEC. 812. MODIFICATION TO AWARD AMOUNT FOR PRO-
GRAM TO ACCELERATE THE PROCUREMENT
AND FIELDING OF INNOVATIVE TECH-
NOLOGIES.

Section 3604(c) of title 10, Unated States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) in the subsection heading, by striking “MAX-

IMUM”; and

(2) by inserting “shall be greater than or equal
to $10,000,000 and” before “shall not exceed”.
SEC. 813. OTHER TRANSACTION AUTHORITY REPORTING.

Section 4021 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-

ed by adding at the end the following new subsection:
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1 “()) REPORTING REQUIREMENTS.—With respect to
each use of the authority under this section, the Secretary
of Defense shall ensure that such use—
“(1) s reported in the same manner as other

similar expenditures of the Department of Defense;

2

3

4

5

6 and
7 “(2) is wncluded in the searchable website estab-
8 lished under the Federal Funding Accountability and
9 Transparency Act of 2006 (Public Law 109-282; 31
10 U.S.C. 6101 note).”.

11 SEC. 814. AMENDMENT TO PROCUREMENT OF SERVICES

12 DATA ANALYSIS AND REQUIREMENTS VALI-
13 DATION.

14 Section 4506 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
15 ed—

16 (1) by repealing subsection (e); and

17 (2) in subsection (f)—

18 (A) by striking paragraphs (1) and (2); and
19 (B) by redesignating paragraphs (3) and
20 (4) as paragraphs (1) and (2), respectively.

21 SEC. 815. ACQUISITION THRESHOLDS FOR CERTAIN MATE-

22 RIALS.
23 (a) STRATEGIC MATERIALS.—Section 4863 of title 10,

24 United States Code, is amended by amending subsection (f)

25 to read as follows:
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“(f) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PURCHASES.—(1) Sub-
section (a) does not apply to acquisitions in amounts not
greater than $250,000.

“(2) A proposed acquisition of an item subject to sub-
section (a) i an amount greater than $250,000 may not
be divided wnto several purchases or contracts for lesser
amounts i order to meet the exception under paragraph
(1).

“(3) On October 1 of each year that is evenly divisible
by five, the Secretary of Defense may adjust the dollar
threshold in this subsection based on changes in the Con-
sumer Price Index. Any such adjustment shall take effect
on the date on which the Secretary publishes notice of such
adjustment in the Federal Register.”.

(b) SENSITIVE MATERIALS FROM NON-ALLIED FOR-
EIGN NATIONS.—Section 4872 of title 10, United States
Code, as amended by section 816 of this Act, is further
amended by inserting after subsection (f) (as added by such
section) the following new subsection:

“(g) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PURCHASES.—

“(1) Subsection (a)(1) does not apply to procure-
ments in amounts not greater than $250,000.

“(2) A proposed procurement of a material or
item subject to subsection (a) in an amount greater

than $250,000 may not be divided into several pur-
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chases or contracts for lesser amounts in order to meet
the exception under paragraph (1).

“(3) On October 1 of each year that is evenly di-
visible by five, the Secretary of Defense may adjust
the dollar threshold n this subsection based on
changes in the Consumer Price Index. Any such ad-
Justment shall take effect on the date on which the
Secretary publishes notice of such adjustment in the
Federal Register.”.

(¢c) PRINTED CIRCUIT BOARDS.—Section 4873 of title

10, Unated States Code, 1s amended by adding at the end

the following new subsection:

“(g) EXCEPTION FOR SMALL PURCHASES.—

“(1) Subsection (a)(1) does not apply to acquisi-
tions in amounts not greater than $10,000.

“(2) A proposed acquisition of an item subject to
subsection (a)(1) in an amount greater than $10,000
may not be divided into several purchases or con-
tracts for lesser amounts wn order to meet the excep-
tion under paragraph (1).

“(3) On October 1 of each year that is evenly di-
visible by five, the Secretary of Defense may adjust
the dollar threshold n this subsection based on
changes in the Consumer Price Index. Any such ad-

Justment shall take effect on the date on which the

*HR 3838 RH



[E—

O o0 9 AN U B~ W

10
11
12
13
14
15
16
17
18
19
20
21
22
23
24

460

Secretary publishes notice of such adjustment in the

Federal Register.”.

SEC. 816. ADDITIONAL MATERIALS PROHIBITED FROM NON-

ALLIED FOREIGN NATIONS.

(a) IN GENERAL—Section 4872 of title 10, Unaited

States Code, is amended—

(1) by redesignating subsection (f) as subsection
(h);

(2) by inserting after subsection (e) the following
new subsection:

“(f) COVERED MATERIAL DESIGNATION.—

“(1) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense
shall submat to the congressional defense commattees a
notice of a designation under subsection (h)(1)(F) not
later than 30 days prior to the date on which such
designation is published in the Federal Register.

“(2) EFFECTIVE DATE.—The designation of a
maneral, material, substrate, metal, or alloy as a cov-
ered material under subsection (h)(1)(F)—

“(A) shall take effect on the date that is one
year after the date on which the Secretary of De-
fense publishes a notice of such designation in
the Federal Register and submits to the congres-

sional defense committees the notice required
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1 under paragraph (1) with respect to such notice;
2 and
3 “(B) shall apply only with respect to con-
4 tracts or other agreements entered into after the
5 date on which such designation takes effect under
6 subparagraph (A).”; and
7 (3) in subsection (h), as so redesignated—
8 (A) in subparagraph (D), by striking “and”
9 at the end;
10 (B) in subparagraph (E), by striking the
11 period at the end and inserting ; and”; and
12 (C) by adding at the end the following new
13 subparagraph:
14 “(F) any other mineral, material, substrate,
15 metal, or alloy designated by the Secretary of
16 Defense pursuant to a determination by the Sec-
17 retary of Defense that such designation is in the
18 wterest of national security.”.
19 SEC. 817. EXTENSION OF AUTHORITY FOR PILOT PROGRAM
20 FOR DEVELOPMENT OF TECHNOLOGY-EN-
21 HANCED CAPABILITIES WITH PARTNERSHIP
22 INTERMEDIARIES.
23 Section 851(e) of the National Defense Authorization

24 Act for Fiscal Year 2020 (10 U.S.C. 4901 note) is amended
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1 by striking “September 30, 2025” and inserting “September
230, 2028

3 SEC. 818. GOVERNMENT ACCOUNTABILITY OFFICE BID PRO-

4 TEST PROCESS ENHANCEMENT.

5 (a) REVISE REGULATIONS.—

6 (1) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after
7 the date of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of
8 Defense shall revise the Defense Supplement to the
9 Federal Acquisition Regulation to establish proce-
10 dures for a contracting officer of the Department of
11 Defense to file a clavm against a contractor that files
12 a covered bid protest.

13 (2) CrAiMS PROCEDURES.—The procedures re-
14 quired by paragraph (1) shall ensure the following:

15 (A4) A claim described n paragraph (1)
16 shall be filed i accordance with chapter 71 of
17 title 41, United States Code.

18 (B) Any remedy shall be limited to the
19 disgorgement of any profits and fees earned by
20 the incumbent contractor in the performance of
21 a covered contract during the disgorgement pe-
22 riod.

23 (3) TREATMENT OF AMOUNTS RECEIVED.—
24 Amounts received as result of a claim described in
25 paragraph (1) shall be credited to the fund or account
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that was used to cover the costs of the covered con-
tract, or, if the period of availability of obligations
Jor the appropriation from which such costs were
paid has expired, to the appropriations of a fund or
account that is currently available to the Secretary
Jor the same purpose. Amounts so credited shall be
merged with amounts i such fund or account and
shall be available for the same purposes, and subject
to the same conditions and limitations, as amounts in
such fund or account.

(4) DEFINITIONS.—In this subsection:

(A) The term “covered bid protest” means a

bid protest—

(1) that was filed with the Comptroller
General of the United States by an incum-
bent contractor;

(1r) that was dismissed by the Comp-
troller General based a lack of any reason-
able legal or factual basis; and

(111) for which such dismissal was fi-
nally determined.

(B) The term “covered contract” means a
contract with the Department of Defense entered
mto with the incumbent contractor for the acqui-

sitton of goods or services by the Department
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during the disgorgement period that are the same
or substantially similar to goods or services to be
acquired by the Department under the contract
previously awarded to the incumbent contractor.

(C) The term “disgorgement period” means
the period of performance under a contract that
was awarded or extended because the Depart-
ment of Defense received notice of a protest by
the incumbent contractor and was prohibited
from awarding a new contract during the pend-
ency of such bid protest under section 3553(c) of
title 31, United States Code.

(D) The term “‘finally determined”, with re-
spect to the dismassal of a bid protest, means dis-
missal—

(1) was not appealed and is no longer
appealable because the tivme for taking an
appeal has expired; or

(i11) was appealed and the appeals
process for which is completed.

(E) The term “incumbent contractor”
means a contractor under a contract with the
Department of Defense for the acquisition of
goods or services by the Department that are the

same or substantially similar to goods or services
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to be acquired by the Department under a new
or follow-on contract that is the subject of a cov-
ered bid protest.

(b) CONTINUED PERFORMANCE TO FACILITATE NA-
TIONAL DEFENSE.—Section 3553 of title 31, United States
Code, is amended—

(1) by amending subsection (c)(3) to read as fol-
lows:

“(3) For the purposes of the written finding under
paragraph (2)(A) with respect to a contract for a procure-
ment by a component of the Department of Defense, the
head of the procuring activity may make the finding under
such paragraph for such contract if such head of the pro-
curing actwity determines that the performance of such
contract would facilitate the national defense.”’; and

(2) wn subsection (d)(3), by adding at the end the

Jollowing new subparagraph:

“(D) For the purposes of the determination under
paragraph (2)(B) with respect to a contract for a procure-
ment by a component of the Department of Defense, a con-
tracting officer may not determine that vmmediate perform-
ance of such contract 1s not in the best interests of the
United States if the contracting officer determines that per-
Jormance of the contract would facilitate the national de-

fense.”.
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SEC. 819. REPORT ON THE USE OF OTHER TRANSACTION

AUTHORITY.

Not later than 180 days after the date of the enactment
of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall submit to the con-
gressional defense committees a report on the use of follow-
on production contracts or transactions under section 4022
of title 10, United States Code, during the period beginning
on October 1, 2020, and ending on October 1, 2025. Such
report shall include—

(1) the number of transactions for a prototype
project awarded under the authority provided by such
section 4022 during the period covered by the report;

(2) the number of transactions for a prototype
project for which an option for a follow-on production
contract or transaction was awarded during such pe-
rod;

(3) for each follow-on production contract or
transaction described in paragraph (2), a summary
of current status of such contract or transaction, in-
cluding overall performance of the contractor in exe-
cution of such contract or transaction and the total
value of the award;

(4) an assessment of any trends or lessons
learned that may be limit or prevent the use of follow-
on production contracts or transactions under such

section 4022; and
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(5) any recommendations the Secretary may
have to improve the use of follow-on production con-
tracts or transactions under such section 4022 and to
wncerease the number of prototype projects that success-
Jully transition to production through such use.

SEC. 820. APPLICATION OF CERTAIN DOCUMENTATION AND
OVERSIGHT REQUIREMENTS TO CERTAIN
PROJECTS PERFORMED THROUGH OTHER
TRANSACTION AUTHORITY.

With respect to each project performed through a trans-
action (other than contracts, cooperative agreements, and
grants) entered into pursuant to section 4021 or 4022 of
title 10, United States Code, that meets the definition of
a major defense acquisition program (as defined in section
4201 of such title 10), the requirements of section 4204(e)
of such title 10 shall apply to such project.

Subtitle C—Provisions Relating to

Workforce Development

SEC. 831. IMPROVEMENTS TO PUBLIC-PRIVATE TALENT EX-
CHANGE.

Section 1599¢(f) of title 10, United States Code, 1is
amended—

(1) by redesignating subparagraphs (A) through
(F) of paragraph (2) as clauses (v) through (vi), re-

spectively;
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(2) by redesignating paragraphs (1) through (5)
as subparagraphs (A) through (E), respectively;

(3) by inserting “(1)” before “An employee”;

(4) in subparagraph (B)(i1), as so redesignated,
by striking “207,”;

(5) wn subparagraph (D), as so redesignated, by
mserting ©, unless specifically directed to perform
such work by written request of the Secretary” after
“imherently governmental in nature”; and

(6) by adding at the end the following new para-
graph:

“(2) An employee described under paragraph (1) that
18 durected to perform work that s considered inherently
governmental in nature under subparagraph (D) of such
paragraph shall be deemed to be an employee of the Depart-
ment of Defense for purposes of section 207 of title 18,
United States Code.”.
SEC. 832. MODIFICATION TO ASSIGNMENT PERIOD FOR

CRITICAL ACQUISITION POSITIONS.

Section 1734 of title 10, United States Code, is amend-
ed—

(1) in subsection (a)—

(A) in the subsection heading, by striking

“THREE-YEAR;

(B) in paragraph (1)—
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(1) by striking “paragraph (3)” and
mserting “paragraph (4)”; and
(11) by inserting “(or with respect to a
program executive officer, six-year period)”
after “three-year period’;

(C) i paragraph (2), by striking “A per-
son” amserting “Except as provided n para-
graph (3), a person’;

(D) by redesignating paragraph (3) as
paragraph (4); and

(E) by inserting after paragraph (2) the fol-
lowing new paragraph:

“(3) An individual may not be assigned as a program
executive officer (as described in section 1732 of this title)
unless the individual executes a written agreement to re-

main on active duty (in the case of a member of the armed

forces) or to remain in Federal service (in the case of an

employee) in that position for a period of at least six years.
The service obligation contained in such a written agree-
ment shall remain i effect unless and until waived by the
Secretary concerned under subsection (b).”’;
(2) in subsection (b), by adding at the end the
Jollowing new paragraph:

“(4) The Secretary of Defense shall require that—
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“(A) a program executive officer be assigned in
that position for a period of at least six years; and
“(B) the Under Secretary of Defense for Per-

sonnel and Readiness and the Under Secretary of De-

Jfense for Acquisition and Sustainment jointly ensure

that the requirement in subparagraph (A) does not

negatively affect the consideration of an indiwidual

Jor promotion or otherwise impede the advancement of

an indwidual to a position of higher responsibility.”;
(3) in subsection (d), by striking “subsection
(a)(2) or (b)(2)” and inserting “in subsection (a)(2),
(b)(2), or (b)(3)”; and
(4) wn subsection (e), by inserting “(except for an
mdiwvidual assigned as a program executive officer)”
after “serving in critical acquisition positions”.
833. DEVELOPMENT OF THE ADVANCED MANUFAC-
TURING WORKFORCE.
(a) IN GENERAL.—Not later than 180 days after the

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense

shall establish in the Defense Industrial Resilience Consor-

tium established under section 1842 of this Act a working

group to identify opportunities to address workforce short-

ages

m advanced manufacturing career fields in the defense

industrial base.
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(b) MEMBERSHIP.—The working group shall consist of
members of the Defense Industrial Resilience Consortium
with an interest in addressing workforce shortages in ad-
vanced manufacturing career fields in the defense industrial
base.

(¢) RESPONSIBILITIES.—The working group shall—

(1) identify estimated workforce shortages in ad-
vanced manufacturing career fields in the defense in-
dustrial base, including such workforce shortages in
the Department of Defense organic industrial base;

(2) identify career fields in advanced manufac-
turing and the associated skills and abilities that are
required for such fields; and

(3) develop recommendations for

(A) training, education, and career develop-
ment programs, including mid-career programs,
apprenticeships,  internships, and  swmmer
camps, to prepare individuals for careers i ad-
vanced manufacturing;

(B) the establishment of public-private part-
nerships to provide workforce development activi-
ties, including dentifying incentives for such
partnerships for success in recruiting, training,
and retarning individuals in - careers in  ad-

vanced manufacturing; and
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(C) any policy changes needed to further the
participation of indwiduals in the advanced
manufacturing workforce of the defense indus-
trial base.

(d) REPORT.—Not later than one year after the date
of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall
submat to Congress a report containing—

(1) any recommendations developed by the work-
mg group under subsection (c¢)(3); and

(2) a recommendation whether to continue or
terminate the working group.

(¢) ADVANCED MANUFACTURING DEFINED.—In this
section, the term “advanced wmanufacturing” means the
manufacturing of products or the application and use of
advanced technologies (including artificial intelligence, ro-
botics, automation, 3D printing, and cyber-physical sys-
tems).

SEC. 834. COMPETITIVE ACQUISITION LEADERSHIP AP-
POINTMENTS.

(a) IN GENERAL.—The Secretary of Defense shall en-
sure that the eligibility for an acquisition leadership posi-
tion associated with a joint research and development activ-
ity or a joint acquisition program is not limited by—

(1) the affiliation of an individual with a spe-

cific Armed Force; or
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(2) whether an individual s a civilian employee

of the Department of Defense or a member of the mili-

tary.

(b) RULE OF CONSTRUCTION.—Nothing in this section
shall be construed as imparring or otherwise affecting the
authority of any component, element, or activity of the De-
partment of Defense from considering the level of represen-
tation of an Armed Force, Federal agency, or organization
of the Department in an acquisition program when deter-
mining whom to appoint to an acquisition leadership posi-
tion under such acquisition program.

(¢c) ACQUISITION LEADERSHIP POSITION DEFINED.—
In this section, the term “acquisition leadership position”
means an acquisition position within the Department of
Defense, as designated pursuant to section 1721(a) of title
10, United States Code, that is under an acquisition pro-
gram of the Department and classified at or above grade
O-5 (or equivalent).

SEC. 835. DEVELOPMENT AND EMPLOYMENT OF MEMBERS
OF THE DEFENSE CIVILIAN TRAINING CORPS.

(a) REVIEW REQUIRED.—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the Under Sec-
retary of Defense for Acquisition and Sustainment, in col-
laboration with the Secretaries of the military departments,

shall identify career and developmental programs of the De-
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(1) serve as recruitment and placement tools
used to attract haghly qualified individuals to and re-
tarn such individuals in careers as Federal employees
m the civil service; and

(2) develop individuals into employees of the ac-
quisition workforce who have strong professional, tech-
nical, managerial, and administrative competencies
that meet the current and future mission needs of the
acquisition system of the Department.

(b) MEMBER PLACEMENT.—

(1) EXISTING PROGRAMS.—

(A) IN GENERAL.—The Under Secretary
may, to the extent practicable, appoint members
and Corps graduates to acquisition positions in
the Department of Defense under the programs
vdentified under subsection (a) to carry out the
purpose of the Defense Covilian Training Corps
described in section 2200g(b) of title 10, United
States Code.

(B) APPOINTMENTS.—The Under Secretary
shall make appointments under subparagraph
(A) using the authorities of and in accordance

with the requirements of the program under
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which the Under Secretary is making such ap-
pointment.
(2) NEW PROGRAM.—

(A) IN GENERAL—Not later than 180 days
after the date of the enactment of this Act, the
Under Secretary shall establish a new program
under which the Under Secretary may appoint
Corps graduates to acquisition positions in the
Department of Defense to carry out the purpose
of the Defense Civilian Training Corps described
m section 2200g(b) of title 10, United States
Code, to the extent that the Under Secretary de-
termines that the authority to make appoint-
ments under paragraph (1) is insufficient to
make the appointments necessary to carry out
such purposes.

(B) APPOINTMENT TERM.—An appointment
under subparagraph (A) shall be a one-year ap-
pointment to a position in the civil service mn a
component of the Department of Defense partici-
pating wn the program established under such
subparagraph, which may be renewed for one
year not more than once.

(C) NONCOMPETITIVE APPOINTMENTS.—
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(1) INITIAL APPOINTMENT.—The Under
Secretary may make appointments under
the program established under subpara-
graph (A) to positions in the competitive
service without regard to sections 3309
through 3318, 3327, and 3330 of title 5,
United States.

(11) SUBSEQUENT APPOINTMENT.—An
mdwidual appointed to a position under
the program established wunder subpara-
graph (A) may be appointed to another po-
sition in the competitive service without re-
gard to sections 3309 through 3318, 3327,
and 3330 of title 5, Unated States, 1f—

(1) such individual has completed
the term of the appointment of such in-
dwidual under such program;

(II) such individual has not been
mvoluntarily separated from service in
the Federal Government for cause on
charges of misconduct or delinquency;

(I11) such individual has not been
appointed to a position in the Federal

Government after completing the term
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of the appointment of such individual
under such program; and
(1V) the date on which such indi-
vidual completed the term of the ap-
powntment of such indiwidual under
such program 1is not more than one
year prior to the date of the appoint-
ment under this clause.
(3) SALARY.—
(A) IN GENERAL—The Under Secretary
shall pay the basic pay of individuals appointed
to positions under paragraph (1) or under the

program established under paragraph (2)(A4)

from the Defense Acquisition Workforce Develop-

ment Account (section 1705 of title 10, Unaited
States Code) during the period described in sub-
paragraph (B).
(B) PAYMENT PERIOD.—The period de-
scribed an this subparagraph 1s—
(1) with respect to an individual ap-
pointed to a position under paragraph (1),
the period beginning on the date such ap-
pointment starts and ending on the earlier
of the date that is one year after the date

on which such appointment started or the

*HR 3838 RH



O© o0 3 O WD B W N

O TN NG T N T NG I NG I NG B S e e T e e T e T e e T
[ B NG U N N = = N R - BN B e ) W ) TR ~S O T NO I e

478

date on which such imdividual ceases to hold
such position pursuant to such appoint-
ment; and

(11) with respect to an individual ap-
pointed to a position under the program es-
tablished under paragraph (2)(A), the pe-
riod beginning on the date such appoint-
ment starts and ending on the earlier of the
date on which such appointment ends or the
date on which such imdwvidual ceases to hold
such position pursuant to such appoint-

ment.

(¢) REPORT.—Not later than 180 days after the date

of the enactment of this Act, the Secretary of Defense shall

submit to the congressional defense committees, the Com-

mittee on Oversight and Government Reform of the House

of Representatives, and the Committee on Homeland Secu-

rity and Governmental Affairs of the Senate a report—

(1) describing the programs identified under sub-

section (a);

(2) describing the program established wunder

subsection (b)(2)(A);

(3) with an estimate of the funding necessary to

Julfill the requirements of this section, for each fiscal

year through fiscal year 2030;
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(4) providing recommendations for any changes
m policy or requlation necessary to enable the pro-
grams identified under subsection (a) and the pro-
gram that may be established wunder subsection
(b)(2)(A) to develop members and Corps graduates
mto employees of the acquisition workforce who have
strong professional, technical, managerial, and ad-
ministrative competencies that meet the current and
Juture mission needs of the acquisition system of the
Department; and

(5) any other recommendations of the Secretary
Jor strengthening or improving the program estab-
lished under subsection (b)(2)(A).

(d) DEFINITIONS.—In this section:

(1) The term “acquisition position” means a po-
sition designated as an acquisition positions by the
Secretary of Defense pursuant to section 1721(a) of
title 10, Unated States Code.

(2) The terms “acquisition workforce” and
“military departments” have the meanings given such
terms, respectively, in section 101(a) of title 10,
United States Code.

(3) The term “Corps graduate” means an indi-
vidual who successfully graduated from the Defense

Jwwilian Training Corps.

*HR 3838 RH



O o0 N N W BB W

|\ I O TR NG T NS R NS R L e T e T e T e e e T
A W N = O VWV 0O N O W B~ WD = ©

480

)

(4) The term “Defense Civilian Training Corps’
means the Defense Civilian Training Corps program
established under section 2200g of title 10, United
States Code.

(5) The term “member” means a student at an
aceredited civilian educational institution who s en-
rolled wn the Defense Civilian Training Corps.

(6) The term “Under Secretary” means the
Under Secretary of Defense for Acquisition and
Sustainment.

SEC. 836. REFORM OF CONTRACTOR PERFORMANCE INFOR-
MATION REQUIREMENTS.

(a) REVISION 7O DFARS.—The Secretary of Defense
shall revise part 242.15 of the Department of Defense Sup-
plement to the Federal Acquisition Regulation to establish
an objectwve, fact-based, and simplified system for reporting
contractor performance. The revised system shall—

(1) focus exclusively on mnegative performance
events that are measurable to reduce subjectivity and
mconsistency i evaluations;

(2) create a level playing field for commercial
entities, subcontractors, and new entrants that do not
have extensive past performance records to compete

Jor Department of Defense contracts;
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(3) reduce the administrative burden on con-
tracting officers by limiting reporting to significant
Jailures or poor performance;

(4) establish standardized templates for reporting
negative performance events and calculating com-
posite scores; and

(5) ensure the Government can identify and
avoid contractors with a history of poor performance
or bad actions.

(b) REVISION OF CONTRACTOR PERFORMANCE INFOR-

MATION REQUIREMENTS.—

(1) ELIMINATION OF SUBJECTIVE PERFORMANCE
RATINGS.—The Secretary of Defense shall revise part
242.15 of the Department of Defense Supplement to
the Federal Acquisition Regulation and related gu